Family Notes
 H O L Y   C R O S S   D A Y 
T
his festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God.  As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our health and salvation.  Each time we make the sign of the cross we remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ.
Pastor Walt’s sermon, “Driving the Snakes Out,” celebrates the presence of the Risen Christ as it lifts us up to lives of discipleship.
Thanks to Lynne Melhuish for the beautiful breezeway bulletin board that highlights our year long theme, “Book of Faith.”  Stop by and see this new creation on your way to Adult Forum today in Franklin Nelson Hall.

The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction at the step.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our Lessons:

Numbers 21:4b-9.  When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes against them.  Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze on a pole.  All who looked at it after having been bitten by a serpent would live.
1 Corinthians 2:18-24.  At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross.  This proclamation seems foolish to many because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion.  True wisdom understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in the cross.
John 3:13-17.  After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert.  Here the Son of God is revealed as the source of healing.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

The readings appointed for this Holy Cross Day – September 14 (as Lutherans, we celebrate this ancient festival when it falls on a Sunday) all seek to provide a context for the death of Jesus on a cross.  The first reading from Numbers dovetails into the gospel reading from John – just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness so is Jesus lifted up on the cross.  Both events are life-giving to those whose lives bear witness.  Writing to the Corinthians, Paul acknowledges the seemingly foolishness of the cross.  The death of Jesus in such a shameful manner would seem to be nothing more than a disgrace – and yet, as Paul teaches, it is the very power and wisdom of God on display for all to consider.  In a culture of violence, as wars are being fought globally, children are dying from drug related violence in the streets – how might we approach the cross?  Perhaps a more important question for us to consider is in the midst of such violence, what message is the Christ of the Cross bringing to us?     

_________________________________________________   
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________ 
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Received into the Church of Jesus Christ through Baptism today is Kate Marie Harvey, daughter of Toni and Keith.  Sponsors for Kate are Patricia Horan and Brian Harvey.   We give

thanks to God for this gift of new life.

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
   Serving today are:
8:30 – Beth Bertolini





        11:00 – Peter McQuaid

Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Dorothy Kauff
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Bob Peterson
Ron Waltemyer

Sandy Lionetti
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Harry Knipp
Ruth Bentley

Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine

Louise Smith
Kieran Harrington

Ruth Van Zyl
Ali Wilks

Jay Engelken
Dennis Callahan

John Christiansen
Gerry Smith

John Chirichella
Charles Pazdera

Karen Corby Brooks
Ann Villa

Meg Stoyle Corby
Dick Anderson

Ruth Bauer
Paul Lutz

Donald Clifford
Cecil Jones

Phil Harrington, Sr.
Joe Valentine

Lois Stalo
Catherine Colista

Michelle Kaas
Evan Finn

Elizabeth McNally
Walter Boll

Diana Bjorge
Jean Bellone

Laura Haggan
Peter Richardson

Scott Harkey
Thomas Braun

Elaine Houston
Sandy Olson

Mary Sullivan
Shirley Scavina

Lucas Reiling
Lloyd & Gloria Erickson

Angela Angeles
Jerry Goodman

Constance Burde
Lila Black

Deborah Corgan
Koreen Flynn

Vivian Erisken
Maryann Carroll

Kerri Mullen
Eleanor Hanway

Laura McQuaid
Rudy Lonn

Dorothy Shattuck

The Family of Anne Smith
The Family of Dolores Treich

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 

Happy Anniversary

Prayers of joy and thanksgiving as we celebrate the beginning of Dr. Girvin’s 9th year of ministry with us this September.  We thank God for the gifts, vision and spirit John brings to our mutual ministry.

___________________
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________ 

PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

 19th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                               Jonah 3:10—4:11

                        Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20:1-16
____________________
Music Notes

The program year is off and running…choirs have begun their preparations for a host of special liturgies for this fall…Our Sanctuary Choir rehearses each Wednesday night at 7:30 till 9 PM...why not join us for the upcoming festival season?... This week we worship using the new Setting Two of the Liturgy found in our ELW... we'll then have both of the two new main settings learned...members of the Sanctuary Choir will on hand at both services today to help lead this new music…our new FaithKids  program continues this Tuesday from 4-5 PM... music, clowning, chiming, skits and magic are the highlights of this hour for kids from K-5th grade... we need at least 20 children for this to work, so, please, tell your friends!....Our Rejoice Ringers bell choir is looking for those interested in ringing at a new time, Wednesday mornings at 10:30 AM... if you've always wanted to try out bells, but couldn't make the evening rehearsals, this is the group for you! ... please email John Girvin at john.girvin@verizon.net  for more information, or simply call the church office.
__________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Sgt. William Mattegat, Diane Blancuzzi’s nephew, Spc. Wesley Bornemann, Ginny Sauerborn’s nephew, Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is on his way to Baghdad, and Agent Matthew Borst, NCIS, Pastor Walt’s cousin. Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Leonard Wood in Missouri.  
___________________ 

PEER LEADER DEDICATON EUCHARIST

Next Sunday
All youth in grades 9 thru 12 are invited, along with their parents, to Faith’s Annual Peer Leader Dedication Eucharist on Sunday, September 21st at 5:30 p.m.  Following the Eucharist will be dinner and an opportunity to hear about Servant Ministry Teams being offered this year.      

Peer Leaders are an integral part of our Family of Faith as we recognize the need to nurture the growth of our youth during their high school years.  Last year, we introduced a concept called Servant Ministry Teams at Faith.  Based on the success of this structure, this year we are building on and expanding the program to include some new and exciting programs. Join us on this special night to hear about the program this year and to give thanks for the work of God’s spirit among our youth and their families.

Contact Pastor Walt or the church office for more information at 908-464-5177.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1132 out of the last 1146 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum resumes its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

TODAY – “Blessed To Be a Blessing” – Time to consider the magnitude of God’s blessings, our response and the implications for our ministry.

September 21 -“Ministry Center!!!!” – A congregational update on the next steps for our Ministry Center and the status of LSM’s Continuing Care Retirement Community.

September 28 – “Growing the Church” – What does it mean to be a “magnetic Church,” and how can we respond to the Gospel imperative to “Make disciples of all nations.”  A fun, hands on morning.

October 5 & 12 - “Out of Africa” - A wonderful opportunity to visit with Pastor Mtui and Mr. Masawe, our Mission Partners from Moshi, Tanzania.
October 19 – Leaving a Legacy of Faith” – This discussion looks at creative ways of recording our ‘faith’ stories so that they can be part of the legacy we leave to others.
___________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

Our next visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be on Tuesday, September 23rd.   Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 and returning by 12:30.    Look for the sign-up sheet in the Information Center. 

For more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.  

___________________ 
Wedding Prayers 
Today we remember Amy Susan Zemak and Raymond Robert (RT) Thomas in our prayers as they began their married life yesterday in a ceremony in Fair Haven.  God bless them in their life together.

___________________ 

PASTOR AWAY

Pastor Mac will be in Trenton tomorrow conducting a theological panel for a seminarian with the Bishop and return to Trenton Friday and Saturday for Synod Council.

___________________
FAITH FRIENDS

The Youth and Family Ministry Team is excited to begin a new program called “Faith Friends” starting this fall.   This multi-generational pairing of youth and seniors is an opportunity for both groups to share life experiences and share opportunities at Faith. The goal of this group is to create an intergenerational bond between seniors and youth.  Mark your calendar for a Potluck Luncheon on Sunday, October 26th.

For more information, look for the Youth and Family table at the Ministry Fair on September 7th ...and in upcoming Family Notes.

Sign up in the Information Center or by contacting the church office at 908-464-5177. 
___________________
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COLLECTION
Once again, the Family of Faith is collecting winter coats for those in need.  The Market Street Mission will distribute these coats to homeless and needy men, women, and children on Saturday November 3rd. If you have coats in good condition that you would like to donate please bring them to church and hang them outside the coat racks by the Office.  The last day for dropping off coats is Sunday, October 26. 

___________________ 

Faith Kids Now Underway
Fact: The Family of Faith is blessed with many gifted and talented children.  We also know that they like to sing, dance, act, goof around, do magic tricks, perform, laugh, eat pizza and have fun with their friends.  We are looking for 25 young people to take part in a brand new children’s ministry that would incorporate all of the things that kids just love to do.  Now just imagine if they not only got to do the things they like but also if they were able to help others in the process.  What if they were able to bring a sense of joy to worship time and a smile to someone in a nursing home?  What if they grew in their baptism in the process?  What if they became a Faith Kid?   Meeting  Tuesdays from 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Faith Kids is a great new group for our kids.  To register, or for more information, contact Kristin Clapcich (908-753-1163), Dr. Girvin, or the pastors.
___________________  
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“Back to Basics”

Backpack Drive
The summer saw us collecting backpacks for our mission partner, Grace Lutheran in Iron Bound of Newark and to local children through CSA, local urban schools and our hospitality program.  Over 90 backpacks were collected this year.

___________________
Sunday School
Our new education year is underway and the backbone of our young people’s ministry is our Sunday Church School.  Today we remember all of our teachers and our young people as they share the Gospel story.  Particular thanks today to our Sunday School staff for the first half of the year:  Robin Bohnenberger, Sue Ann Sommo, Marge Weeks , Lynne Melhuish, Jill Bigham, Jill Durant, Kim Delatour, Kathy Pinhp, Stephanie Sadowski, Ray Eriksen, Jackie Crowley, Ellen Holt, Fran Ciccione
We also wish to thank Carol MacPherson for putting together our teaching roster, Janet Bradley for ordering curriculum, and Terry Carroll for making up classroom baskets.

___________________
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FIRST COMMUNION –
Next Sunday
Our First Communion Orientation takes place next Sunday, September 21st, immediately after the 11:00 a.m. liturgy.  All those in 5th grade and older and their parents are encouraged to share in this special session.

___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Registration is now underway for our fall Bible Studies…interest sheets are also out for a summer ‘09 European trip…Soup Kitchen help is needed next week…2 year calendars are now available in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center now to host a Fall Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1131 out of the last 1145 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Pfc. Melam Baouma, 22, French Army, New Caledonia
Cpl. Pawel Brodzikowski, 25, Polish Army, Poland

Cpl. Damien Bull, 31, French Army, France

1st Lt. Donald Carwile, 29, USA, Mississippi

Lance Cpl. Juan Lopez Castaneda, 19, USMC, Arizona

Pfc. Kevin Chassaing, 19, French Army, France

Pfc. Paul Conlon, Jr., 21, USA, Massachusetts

Staff Sgt. Sebastian Devez, 29, French Army, France

Sgt. Shawn Eades, 33, Canadian Army, Canada

Pfc. Damien Gaillet, 20, French Army, France

Sgt. Kenneth Gibson, 25, USA, Virginia

Cpl. Anthony Mihalo, 23, USMC, Illinois

Staff Sgt. David Paquet, 26, USA, Maryland

Staff Sgt. Kristopher Rodgers, 29, USA, Michigan

Sapper Stephan Stock, 25, Canadian Army, Canada

Sgt. Waldemar Sujdak, 28, Polish Army, Poland

Cpl. Pawel Szwed, 27, Polish Army, Poland

Sgt. 1st Cl. David Todd, Jr., 36, USA, Louisiana

Lance Cpl. Jacob Toves, 27, USMC, California

Cpl. Dustin Roy Wasden, Canadian Army, Canada

___________________ 
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TRAVEL????
Our Family has followed the journey of faith from the Holy Land, to Greece and Turkey, to Italy and Switzerland, to Germany and Austria, to England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland in the last decade and a half.  We’re now looking at possibilities for a new trip next summer, please sign up in the Information Center.  If we have enough folks interested in traveling, we will offer some specific options and see if we have enough folks to make the journey.
___________________
SAVE THE DATE!
Who?

YOU!

What?

Crop Walk 2007

Where?  
United Methodist Church

When?

Sunday, October 19, 2008

Why?

You will “Make a difference in our community and the world!”

_________________
FALL EVENING BIBLE STUDY - TOMORROW
 
Join Pastor Mac tomorrow for our new fall Evening Bible Study, “Opening the Book of Faith:  Lutheran Insights for Bible Study.”   As the entire ELCA engages in this year long emphasis on Scripture, this opening study explores understandings and teachings unique to the Lutheran Church.  As always, we hope and expect that new students will join our “vets” as we dig into this Bible Study/Theology course.  For those who would like to deal with basic understandings of Scripture; for those who want to clarify and sharpen their Bible Study skills, this is the program for you.  Classes meet Monday evenings, September 8-October 6 from 7:30-9 p.m.  You can register by signing up in the Information Center or by sending an email to Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net.  

___________________
Eating Our Way Through God’s Word –

 Year-Long “Potluck” Fellowship & Study

 Join Pastor Walt for a candlelit dinner on the first Thursday of each month, starting on October 2.  Each night we will prepare together a special dish from a period of Bible history.  Following our potluck meal, a short study will take a closer look at a Bible story from that period.  All participants are asked to bring a dish to share (entrée, dessert, or side) – meal sign up will be posted in the Information Center a few weeks prior to each session.  Beverages will be provided.  Bring your appetite for fun, fellowship and learning.  We will begin at 6:30 and conclude by 8:00 p.m.   This is a wonderful opportunity to get to meet and share a meal with your Family of Faith.

___________________
Breakfast with Mark –

Weekly Daytime Bible Study
THIS WEEK
Join Pastor Walt on Thursday mornings (10:00 – 11:30a.m.) for this “Wild and Wooley” Bible study.  No Bible Study experience needed, just come for a time of learning and lively discussion as we read through the gospel of Mark together.  Starting this Thursday this study runs weekly through December 4th.  Participants are asked to serve as weekly breakfast hosts.  Bring your hunger for food, fellowship, and God’s Word.  Sign up in the information center.
___________________ 
MINISTRY CENTER
Much has been happening related to our Ministry Center over the summer months.  Be sure to join us in Forum next week, September 21, for a critical update from the Council.
___________________
 GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
From the ELCA Statement “Caring for Creation”:

This church will encourage those who develop liturgical, preaching, and educational materials that celebrate God's creation. Expanded curricula, for use in the many contexts of Christian education, will draw upon existing materials. We will promote reporting on the environment by church publications, and encourage coverage of this church's environmental concerns in public media.

When have creation themes been used in worship and education at your congregation?

Green Tip 

Avoid the Daily Waste of Fast Food and Shopping
Next week, keep track of how much trash you generate by eating out and making trips to the store. All of those bags, cups, and containers really add up and are stuffing our landfills to capacity. Bring your own plastic/metal boxes to your favorite take-out place. You'll save resources and save them money. Use reusable shopping bags whenever you go to the store. Say "No Thanks" when the pharmacist or fast food clerk tries to put your one or two items in a bag. Use reusable cups for coffee and other beverages including for soda and fountain drinks. 

Green Opportunity:  Volunteer at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Center

As one of various environmental outreach ministries developed by the Green Team Task Force, Faith Lutheran Church is now a volunteer organization at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Center.   The recycling center has only one paid employee, the manager, and all other functions are performed by volunteers.  Our next opportunity to serve at the recycling center will be Saturday, October 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event is open to all members, including youth, and confirmation credits are available.  Contact John Everson at < A href="mailto:jeverson@ssdc.org">jeverson@ssdc.org or (908) 322-4129 for more information, or simply sign up in the information center.
___________________ 
UPCOMING –
Sept. 14 – Harvey Baptism


14 – Visioning Task Force


14 – Confirmation Orientation


14 – Church Council


15 – Staff Worship Planning


15 – Evening Bible Study


16 – Carpenter’s Carvers


17 – Confirmation Class


18 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


21 – 1st Communion Orientation


21 – Peer Leader Dedication Eucharist & Dinner


22 – Staff Worship Planning


22 – Evening Bible Study


23 – Broadway House


24 – Confirmation Class


25 -  Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


25 – Rejoice New Members’ Group


28 – Lutheran Social Ministries Sunday


28 – Kaas Baptism


29 – Staff Worship Planning


29 – Evening Bible Study


30 – African Visitors Arrive

Oct. 
  1 – Confirmation Class


  2 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


  2 – Midweek Eucharist – 12:15 p.m.


  2 – Staff Meeting


  2 – Bible Study Potluck


  4 – SPF Recycling


  5 – Festival Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.


  6 – Evening Bible Study


  7 – Broadway House


  8 – Confirmation Class
___________________
REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting Thursday, September 25.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with Pastor Mac today or call the Church Office.

___________________ 
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            FLOWERS
The closing of Berkeley Florist, who provided our altar flowers for decades, has brought a change in our flower ministry.  After checking with a number of florists, our new provider, Sunnywood in Chatham, will be charging $20 a bouquet.  In order to have two bouquets as we have in the past, we are encouraging multiple donors for each Sunday.  Cost will be $20 per bouquet and if you should wish to provide both at a cost of $40, please so indicate when you sign up.  As in the past, following our worship, flowers will be shared with the sick, those who have lost loved ones and others encountering special life situations.
___________________

HYMNALS
You can provide a new Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book in honor or memory of folks.  Cost is $20 each.  Simply use a hymnal envelope or mark a pew envelope.  Please indicate who the book is in memory or honor of.  All of our 300 books will be dedicated on All Saints’ Sunday.

___________________ 
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COFFEE


HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the Fall?  Sign up in the Information Center or on your Help Alert today.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Janet Bronocco & Susan Nord.
Upcoming:

September 21 – Donna Wlodarski & Carol MacPherson
September 28 – Audrey Kelly & Bea Woodruff
October 5 – Open

October 12 – Open

October 19 – Open 

___________________
CATCH UP
Your offering Envelope Packet has a “Catch Up” envelope.  If you are a bit behind on your offering, your “Catch Up” can be a critical gift to our end of summer cash flow.  Your gifts will make a huge difference.

___________________ 

YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY
 TEAM LEADERS MEETING
There will be a Youth and Family Ministry Team Leaders Meeting on Sunday, October 5th at 12:15.  All Team Leaders should join us as our new season of mission gets underway.   We will be discussing you team’s particular needs and goals during this brief meeting.  Contact Pastor Walt or the church office for more information at 908-464-5177.
___________________
________________________________________________

SUMMER CHOIR

Thanks to all our Summer Choir and instrumentalists who gave such wonderful leadership to our worship these last months.  

________________________________________________
WE REMEMBER

Our Family marked the anniversary of 9/11 with two special liturgies.  We gathered at 6:45 a.m. for a Spoken Eucharist in the Garden and then at 7:30 p.m. for a Memorial Eucharist there.  And regularly, we continue to remember all those whose lives have been changed by this nightmare.

___________________
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Another Year
Thanks be to God as Faith Nursery School began its 21st  year of ministry Monday.  Please keep our staff: Susan Nord, Kathy Mytrowitz, Julie Pedersen, Olympia Auchter, Janet Bronocco and our new member, Linda Fuller, in your prayers.  Our thanks to our new Director, Susan Nord, who is guiding this ministry this year.  Very limited space is available this year and registration is soon underway for the 2009-2010 school year.

___________________
Confirmation First Year Start Up
TODAY
Today students who are new to the Confirmation Program will be getting a special introduction that includes acolyte training, a “how to” on sermon note writing and a user friendly Bible introduction.   During worship, 6th graders will receive Bibles and their Confirmand pins as gifts from the Family of Faith.  Be sure to include these young men and women in your prayers.

___________________

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School and Youth Forum meet today at 9:40 a.m.

___________________ 

Share the Faith

Available in the Narthex are our new Worship brochure, Adult Education brochure, Outreach brochure and a Youth & Family Ministry brochure.  Use these brochures to invite a co-worker, family member or neighbor to worship.

If you have no one in particular to share your brochures with, please post them on the bulletin board in your supermarket or drug store.

___________________
________________________________________________

Every Member Response

It is the Family of Faith and their wonderful commitment sharing God’s gifts that makes our extensive ministry possible.  Today, our Stewardship Committee shares our commitment packets for another year of ministry.  Pick yours up today and prayerfully consider your proportional, growth and response in thanksgiving for all God has shared with us.  Make this the year to grow towards a tithe, responding to God’s blessings.  Thanks to Paul Mossberg, our Financial Secretary and our Stewardship Committee for getting this resource ready for us.

________________________________________________
OUT OF AFRICA
 
In just two weeks, on September 29, our Mission Partners from Masama Mboreny Lutheran Parish in Moshi, Tanzania, Pastor Mathayo Mtui and Mr. Duncan Masawe will be joining us for a two week visit.  During the time they are here they will be giving leadership to our worship and Forums; they will be participating in a wide range of studies and social events; they will be meeting with Bishop Riley, with Dr. Philip Krey, President of the Philadelphia Seminary, and with our local Lutheran Pastors group.  There will be countless opportunities for Family members to meet and interact with our special visitors.  Stop by the Library entrance bulletin board to see the Ellen Holt’s super creation that shares our long history with Masama Mboreny and the actual plans for this year’s visit.  In advance of their visit we are asking folks to bring old eyeglasses to the Library collection box…these will be taken back to the folks who can use them in the village.  To help us get ready for this special time, the Pastors are now wearing special crosses and stoles that were recently made in Africa and sent here as gifts.  We will be receiving our offering in baskets made there in Tanzania from now until mid October.  And we will be praying for this very special ministry and partnership that has enriched our Family for almost two decades.

___________________
We Need College Addresses 
If your son/daughter is attending college, please be sure that the Church Office has their current address (even if they didn’t move) as the Peer Leaders would like to share a care package with them in the coming weeks.  We also need their email address to maintain contact about special events and opportunities.

___________________
















