Family Notes
F O U R T E E N T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T 
I
nvited and inviting—that is the nature of the church.  By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at the banquet table of the Lord.  When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Did You Notice the Children?” reminds us of basic human nature, that sees us constantly jockeying for position.

The Sacrament today will be administered by Intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  Please note that we now also have gluten free hosts.
Our Lessons:

Proverbs 25:6-7.  The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature.  Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life.  Today’s reading is about humility.
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16.  The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.

Luke 14:1, 7-14.  Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table.  He uses the opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation.  Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to mimic God’s gracious hospitality to the poor and the broken.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:  
Now go read today’s lessons.  Proverbs:  Do not put yourself forward.  Luke:  God and sit in the lowest place.  Patterns for ministry that Hebrews summarizes:  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

_________________________________________________
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
Paul Lutz

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Eric Brodbeck
Jim Connaughton

Todd Shell
Kruger Family

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Gloria Fell
Joe Valentine

Hildy Vallevand
Celeste Scott

Julie Floch
Toni Tschampion

Warren Vaché
Marilyn Eddy

Edith Kleineke
Heidi Santore

Joe Auchter
Walter Antrim

Bob Bell
James Moorehead

Ev Ramos
Chuck Thomas

Eula Swartz
Donna Norby

Elizabeth Auchter
Jerry Goodman

Karen Remington
Eileen Sergent

Jan Lissy
Doug Montmarquet

Pastor Tim Wengert
Rob Johnson

Pastor Mac
Diane

Claire Briechle
Joan Mofshin

Mary Ann Kenney
Beth Dommer

Carolyn & Art Engelken
Ray Eriksen

Katie Sneeringer
PJ Sneeringer

Walt Bischoff
Janet Metner

Matthew Morgan
Clarence Pietsch

Ann Guidera
Minet Merritt
Bishop Herluf Jensen
Marissa Mikosh

Jodi Miguel
John Ondrejcek
The Family of Eleanor Skov

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

15th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                            Deuteronomy 30:15-20

                        Philemon 2-21

Luke 14:25-33
Our year-long lesson sheet is available outside the Office along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________  

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:00 – Chris Melhuish




  9:30 – John Everson
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________
RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow during the summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.  Paul’s email is pmossberg@verizon.net.  
___________________
RALLY DAY

September 12
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

New Orleans Jazz Eucharists
“Join the Journey”
9:40 a.m.

Gala Ministry Fair

and

Sunday School Begins

___________________
Music Notes
Next Sunday is our last week of summer schedule, as we meet at 8:45 a.m. each Sunday morning for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 a.m. service.  Our music programs will continue with adjustments as necessary, during our construction period.  Coming up September 12, we worship with hymns and spirituals accompanied by a New Orleans Jazz Ensemble and our Sanctuary Choir.

__________________
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 A SPECIAL 9/11 REMEMBRANCE
 

The horror of 9/11 has forever changed our Family of Faith, etching its pain deep within our history.  Each year we mark this day with special worship that reminds us of our loss and that lifts up our hope.  This year, in addition to our Eucharist on 9/11 in the morning, we are offering a very special learning opportunity on Sunday, September 5.  Following our second liturgy, we will travel to the World Trade Center site, where our own Desiree Bouchat will lead us on a very special tour.  Desiree is a Tribute Center Guide, folks who are intimately connected to the events of 9/11 as survivors, family members of folks who were lost in this nightmare, volunteers and residents of the area.  The guides share their personal experience of loss, healing and survival with a factual description of events, providing visitors with an unparalleled opportunity to connect with history firsthand.  We will travel to Hoboken, catching the PATH train there that will take us to the WTC site.  Our day will consist of a tour of the Tribute Galleries, a walking tour with Desiree and a stop at St. Paul’s Church.  Cost for the day exclusive of transportation is $10.  If you would be interested in joining us, please send an email to Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net or sign up outside the Office. 
___________________ 
BUILD FAITH FOR THE FUTURE
           
After years of planning, construction is finally underway to make our Ministry Center more accessible to a growing number of people for worship and for our servant ministry.  Our General Contractor, R. J. Michaels, is guiding us through this huge undertaking which has a target date of Holy Week next April for completion.  In these interim months we will be worshipping in Franklin Nelson Hall and in our Sanctuary.  We are expectant of returning to our Sanctuary for Rally Day, September 12, if not before.  We will also be there for Pastor’s Installation on September 26 when the Bishop visits.
For those of you who have not yet made a commitment to our future, watch for exciting opportunities in the days ahead.  And for a “photo peek” at what is going on, go to www.flc-mc.blogspot.com.  
___________________ 
FALL BIBLE STUDIES
 
Monday Evenings - Registration is underway for Pastor Mac’s fall Evening Bible study, JESUS:  DIVINE AND HUMAN-Reflections from Matthew.  Join us for this look at Matthew’s Gospel which will serve as our primary Gospel reading next year.  Classes run from Monday, September 13 through Monday October 11 from 7:30-9:00 P.M.  We are blessed that each year we have folks new to Bible Study as well as returning “vets.”  We hope that this year we might include you in this special learning moment.  Register outside the Office or with an email to Pastor Mac (pastor.mac@verizon.net), or by calling the Office. 

Wednesday Mornings - Journey with Pastor Jim through the Bible’s prayer book, Psalms. The book of Psalms contains one hundred-fifty prayers, songs, liturgies, and poems that display the highs and lows of the life of faith. This study takes 8 big questions based in the text and challenges us to explore this complex book thoughtfully together. The group will meet from 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday mornings from September 8 through October 27. Register outside the Office or by e-mailing Pastor Jim (PastorJim2006@verizon.net) or by calling the office.

Online - Do the demands of your life, your family, your job keep you from meeting with others for Bible study and thoughtful discussion of God’s word and its impact on your life? Join Pastor Jim online as we spend Three Months with Matthew. This study divides Matthew’s Gospel into daily readings that we will read and work through individually and in our daily lives. Online each week, we will share the insights, questions, challenges and opportunities we are discovering from living in God’s word. Occasionally, we will gather for a time of fellowship and “face-to-face” sharing of our stories and adventures. The study starts the week of Sept. 12 and runs through Dec. 5. Register outside the Office, by e-mailing Pastor Jim (PastorJim2006@verizon.net) or by calling the office.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1229 out of the last 1247 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________

AA
The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
DID YOU KNOW…

We’re now on our summer schedule…registration is now underway for our three Fall Bible Studies…and our special 9/11 program on September 5 and our Showtunes trip to Hairspray…our Holy Land trip exploration is underway…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings …Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1229 out of the last 1248 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex …see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Spc. Scott Andrews 21, USA, Massachusetts
Pvt. Timothy Aplin, 38, Australian Army, Australia
Cpl. Steeve Cocol, 29, French Army, France

Sgt. Nathan Cox, 27, USA, Michigan
Marine Richard Hollington, 23, British Royal Marines, England
Pfc. Gunnar Hotchkin, 31, USA, Illinois
Staff Sgt. James Hunter, 25, USA, Ohio
Spc. Joseph Johnson, 24, USA, Michigan
Pfc. Benjamin Park, 25, USA, Virginia
*William Ortega, 23, USMC, Florida
Trooper Ashley Smith, 21, British Royal Army, England
Cpl. Jeffrey Standfest, 23, USMC, Michigan
___________________ 
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ALTAR FLOWERS

During these summer months, several Sundays do not have anyone signed up for altar flowers.  Why not stop and check the open dates on the Flower Chart outside the Office.  Bouquets are $20 each and you can sign up for one or two.  Following our liturgies, they are taken to the sick, shut ins and folks who are mourning.

___________________
SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE – Underway
Doris is now on our summer office schedule, working most weeks, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Should you call the Office at the end of the week and the Pastors are out making calls, please leave a message and they will get back to you when they return.  As always, in emergencies, please call at home. Doris returns to her regular schedule the week of September 7.

___________________
UPCOMING –
Sept.  5 – 9/11 Remembrance


  8 – Daytime Bible Study


11 – 9/11 Memorial Eucharist


11 – Soup Kitchen


11 – Price-Woodruff Wedding


12 – RALLY DAY – 



   New Orleans Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11 a.m.



   SCS/ Ministry Fair – 9:40 a.m.


13 – Faith Nursery School Opens


13 – Staff Worship Planning


13 – Evening Bible Study

13 – Finance Committee


14 – Council


15 – Daytime Bible Study


15 – Confirmation Class


18 – Scotch Plains Fanwood Recycling


19 – Stewardship Committee


19 – Confirmation Induction


19 – Peer Leader Dedication Eucharist & Dinner


20 – Staff Worship Planning


20 – Evening Bible Study


22 – Daytime Bible Study


22 – Confirmation Class


26 – Installation of Pastor Krombholz


27 – Staff Worship Planning


27 – Evening Bible Study


29 – Daytime Bible Study


29 – Confirmation Class

___________________ 

IRAQ/AFGHANISTAN
We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for SPC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now in Afghanistan with the 10th Mountain Division.  We also remember MSGT Gary Felton, a friend of the Raffertys.  
For those of you wanting to send a note to Joe, his address is:
Spc. Ellis, Joseph




HHC, 1 BSTB




Camp Mike Spann




APO AE 09368

___________________

Faith Grateful Response


On this “Journey of Faith,” we walk together as stewards in God’s church.  At Faith, we are about to embark upon another year of sharing the gifts that God has given us – through our time, talent and treasures.

For this year, we have an ELCA Top 10 countdown of stewardship principles:

#10:  Accept a Challenge – for this year, we would like to challenge every member to make a committed pledge for 2011.

#9:  Live Genuinely – put your faith in action by being involved -- share your time, talent and treasures.

#8:  Contribute Regularly – make your contribution through your bank so your commitment is timely, whether on a weekly or monthly basis.

#7:  Commit Intentionally – make a statement of your intent and follow through; we are asked to share our time, talents and treasures as a faithful response to God and as a statement of support for God’s work.

#6:  Give Proportionately – give in relation to your abundance.

#5:  Share Abundantly – use and share your gifts from God for the benefit of those less fortunate.

#4:  Give Willingly – as you are moved by the Holy Spirit, give of yourself.

#3:  Sacrifice Proportionately --- we are called to sacrifice so others may share in God’s word and blessings.

#2:  Obey Responsibly – we are called upon to try and make a life-long commitment to glorify God.

#1:  Respond Gratefully – everything we are, have and use, comes from God.


Our confession of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior is not of doing.  Grateful stewards put God first.

“ . . . you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:17

Join us on the “Journey of Faith,” and prayerfully consider your 2011 pledge this September.

Yours in Christ, The Stewardship Committee
___________________
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 








We’re now on our Summer Worship Schedule worshipping with a SPOKEN EUCHARIST at 8 a.m., and then at 9:30 gathering for our SUNG EUCHARISTIC LITURGY.  And each week at 8:45 our Summer Choir rehearses for the 9:30 liturgy.  This is a great opportunity for you to share in our music ministry for a short time on a week by week basis with no long term commitment.  If you would like more information, please contact Dr. Girvin.

___________________
Registration Is Underway
Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________
THE COOK FAMILY
Your prayers are requested for the Cook family as they continue to deal with Dave’s death and Katie & PJ’s recuperations.  PJ is now in rehab in Philadelphia.

___________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

We will be taking a break for the summer and resume regular trips to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, in September.

If you have any interest in becoming a regular visitor, the summer would be a good time to get your volunteer paperwork in order and processed so that you are ready to join us in the fall!     

We will continue to collect new puzzle books and your donations of magazines.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________
GODSPEED JANE
Two weeks ago we shared Godspeed prayers with Jane McCready as she headed to Philadelphia to begin her four years of study to become a Lutheran Pastor. These next few weeks she is joining the rest of the entering class at the Seminary, for a prologue session, Introduction to Public Theology.  And then in early September when the rest of the student body returns, she will begin her regular intensive studies.  Please keep Jane, Gary and all their family in your prayers in these exciting days.
___________________
PARSONAGE
Work continues on the parsonage under Jim Skidmore’s care and guidance.  Our thanks to all the volunteers as we look forward to the completion of work so Pastor and his family can move in.

___________________
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         Backpack Drive

   Our Family of Faith is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through Community Service Association and our hospitality program.

   
Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
 6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste

   
The backpacks are on display in our worship area with several dozen already delivered to our partner St. Stephan’s/ Grace in Newark.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, September 5.  In addition, we are collecting lunch boxes.
___________________ 

AT HOME WORKOUTS
A wonderful, new resource for your devotional life is enclosed with your bulletin this morning.  Taking Home Faith, has daily thoughts, readings and reflections related to each Sunday’s lessons.  Perfect for individuals and for families.  If you miss a Sunday or would like this resource emailed to you, email Pastor Jim at Pastorjim2006@verizon.net. 

___________________  

GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Opportunity: Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Center September 18th, 9:00 a.m. - Join the Faith Green Team by volunteering at the Fanwood Scotch Plains Recycling Center.  Sign up outside the Office for the whole morning or for part of it.  Bring a friend along with your smiles, a spirit of hospitality, and a pair of gloves!  Heavy lifting is not required.  This event is open to all from confirmation age on up.  Peer Leaders and Confirmands are especially invited to participate (confirmation service credits available!). The Recycling Center is located on North Avenue at the intersection of Westfield Road in Fanwood.
          For more information call Ky Luu, 908-322-2540 or John Everson, 908-322-4129
Green Food for Thought - Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation: “If sin destroys the harmony between human beings and the natural world, then redemption, to be complete, must heal and renew the primordial unity and recreate the Earth where ever it has been injured through human greed and vice.” (from To Care for the Earth:  a call to a new theology by Sean Mcdonagh SSC, Catholic priest)

       Green Tip - Back to School: Re-use last year’s backpack, if still in usable condition.  Just re-decorate it.  Use up any leftover school supplies from last year before buying more. When buying new supplies, be sure to look for recycled paper and refillable pens and pencils.
___________________
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NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM?
We are exploring a trip to the Holy Land in 2011.  If you would be interested in learning more about this possible journey, please email Pastor Mac, sign the interest sheet in the Information Center or call the Church Office.  
___________________
 
NEW CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
TO BUILD THE MINISTRY CENTER
     Thanks be to God for the new kitchen and heating system already completed and for the rest of the renovation of Faith’s Ministry Center now underway.  We’re thankful too for the response of the family in pledging over $2 million during the capital campaign of 2005 that makes all of this possible.

     Now with the remaining work under contract, we have a pretty tight figure for the total cost of completing the work on the sanctuary, bathrooms, elevator, enlarged narthex, choir room, library, reconstructed organ, and renovated parking lot.  Receipts from the Capital Campaign of 2005 leave the Family in need of raising an additional $750,000 through a new campaign to complete all of our plans. With the new Capital Campaign, the many new members who joined Faith since the previous campaign now have the opportunity to participate with their brothers and sisters in the Family in improving the facilities to carry out Faith’s ministries.  And for folks who pledged in the previous campaign and might have been waiting for work to begin, we are there! 

     Look for a mailing concerning the new Capital Campaign being launched to complete the Ministry Center renovation and follow progress of the work being done at the website: flc-mc.blogspot.com.
___________________
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SHOWTUNES
As part of our educational ministry, our Family regularly offers trips to the theater to explore topics of faith and ministry.  Our next outing will be to the Papermill Playhouse on Sunday, October 17 for the 7 p.m. show of Hairspray.  This delightful musical addresses issues of racism and a host of the other bigotries that the people of God have to deal with.  If you’d like to join us, sign the sheet outside the Office and send your check for $49 made payable to Faith to the Office.  Following the second liturgy on the 10th, Pastor Mac will lead a one hour prep session for those interested in learning more about this show.

___________________















