Family Notes
N I N T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
P
ersistence in prayer evoked the admiration of Jesus and wins the attention of the Lord when Abraham intercedes for Sodom.  The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus the Lord—is to be rooted in prayer.  God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own.  “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”    On July 25 the church remembers James, Apostle.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Let’s Make a Deal,” gets at the heart of what is often our prayer life, in place of the simple invitation of faith, “Come Holy Spirit.”
The Sacrament today will be administered by Intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  Please note that we now also have gluten free hosts.
Our Lessons:

Genesis 18:20-32.  In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity.  Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous people who are in it, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.
Colossians 2:6-15.  Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith.  Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection, which is enacted in baptism.
Luke 11:1-13.  In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community.  Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and persistence in prayer.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:  
As we continue our reading through Genesis, our first lesson that tells of Abraham’s bargaining with God, sounds like the old Monty Hall show, “Let’s Make A Deal.”  This prayer encounter is often the way we pray.  Our second lesson which continues our read through Colossians, reminds us that faith is not about riding the latest hobby horse, but rather letting the cross transform our relationship with God.  And as we continue to read Luke, he shares Christ teaching his disciples to pray and directing them to make our needs known to God.

_________________________________________________
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________
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Received into the Church of Jesus Christ through baptism today is Isaak Kristoffer Bystol, son of Karin and Adam.  Sponsors for Isaak are Beth and Jon Lankey.  We give thanks to God for this gift of new life.  

___________________
Thanks Nancy
Our thanks to Nancy Coleman who is providing our music and leading our choir this week and next while Dr. Girvin is away.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
Paul Lutz

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Eric Brodbeck
Jim Connaughton

Todd Shell
Kruger Family

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Gloria Fell
Joe Valentine

Hildy Vallevand
Celeste Scott

Julie Floch
Toni Tschampion

Warren Vaché
Marilyn Eddy

Edith Kleineke
Heidi Santore

Joe Auchter
Walter Antrim

Bob Bell
James Moorehead

Ev Ramos
Chuck Thomas

Eula Swartz
Donna Norby

Elizabeth Auchter
Jerry Goodman

Karin Miller
Hank Mueller

Karen Herbert
John Ellermann

Karen Remington
Eileen Sergent

Jan Lissy
Doug Montmarquet

Pastor Tim Wengert
Rob Johnson

Pastor Mac
Diane

Diane
Claire Briechle

Joan Mofshin
Mary Ann Kenney

Beth Dommer
Carolyn & Art Engelken

Ray Eriksen
Bob Delatour

Ellen Holt
Katie Sneeringer

PJ Sneeringer
Walt Bischoff

Leonard Daum
Janet Metner

Matthew Morgan
Clarence Pietsch

The Family of Greg Saxum
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
New Members

What a joy on July 11 to welcome new members into our Family of Faith.  Sharing our ministry in the days to come are:
Karin & Adam Bystol
Fanwood
Pastor Jim, Stefeny, Jakob & Luke Krombholz


Metuchen

Loretta & Vlad Kravchenko
Springfield
Shayne, Jessica & Alex Spencer
Scotch Plains

Carol Lee Tieman
Belmar

We are thankful for your partnership in our mutual ministry.   

___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:00 – Robin Bohnenberger




  9:30 – Peter McQuaid
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

10th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                            Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14,; 2:18-23

                        Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________  

RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow during the summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.  Paul’s emails are pmossberg@iso.com and pmossberg@verizon.net.  Second Quarter Financial Statements are available in the rear of the Church.
___________________
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 A SPECIAL 9/11 REMEMBRANCE
 

The horror of 9/11 has forever changed our Family of Faith, etching its pain deep within our history.  Each year we mark this day with special worship that reminds us of our loss and that lifts up our hope.  This year, in addition to our Eucharist on 9/11 in the morning, we are offering a very special learning opportunity on Sunday, September 5.  Following our second liturgy, we will travel to the World Trade Center site, where our own Desiree Bouchat will lead us on a very special tour.  Desiree is a Tribute Center Guide, folks who are intimately connected to the events of 9/11 as survivors, family members of folks who were lost in this nightmare, volunteers and residents of the area.  The guides share their personal experience of loss, healing and survival with a factual description of events, providing visitors with an unparalleled opportunity to connect with history firsthand.  We will travel to Hoboken, catching the PATH train there that will take us to the WTC site.  Our day will consist of a tour of the Tribute Galleries, a walking tour with Desiree and a stop at St. Paul’s Church.  Cost for the day exclusive of transportation is $10.  If you would be interested in joining us, please send an email to Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net or sign up in the Information Center.
___________________ 
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1224 out of the last 1243 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
AA
The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
           
On June 20 our Family gathered and unanimously approved a Council recommendation that we move ahead with our Ministry Center renovation/construction at a cost not to exceed $2.2 million.  Our Ministry Center Core Team and Council awarded a contract for $1,547,159 to R.J. Michaels last week to begin that work..  Our new heating system is in, our renovated kitchen is ready to go to support our ministry and now the major piece of our work at the worship end of our Ministry Center is set to go.  Our thanks to all whose gifts have made this all possible.  For those of you who have not yet made a commitment to our future, watch for exciting opportunities in the days ahead.  And for a “photo peek” at what is going on, go to www.flc-mc.blogspot.com.  And now we are just days away from the beginning of construction.  This Sunday will probably be our last day to worship in the Sanctuary for some time as work gets underway.  Watch for notices about our shift to Franklin Nelson Hall for worship early in August.
___________________
FALL EVENING BIBLE STUDY
 
Registration is underway for Pastor Mac’s fall Evening Bible study, JESUS:  DIVINE AND HUMAN-Reflections from Matthew.  Join us for this look at Matthew’s Gospel which will serve as our primary Gospel reading next year.  Classes run from Monday, September 13 through Monday October 11 from 7:30-9:00 P.M.  We are blessed that each year we have folks new to Bible Study as well as returning “vets.”  We hope that this year we might include you in this special learning moment.  Register in the Information Center or with an email to Pastor Mac (pastor.mac@verizon.net), or by calling the Office. 

___________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

We will be taking a break for the summer and resume regular trips to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, in September.

If you have any interest in becoming a regular visitor, the summer would be a good time to get your volunteer paperwork in order and processed so that you are ready to join us in the fall!     

We will continue to collect new puzzle books and your donations of magazines.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________
DID YOU KNOW…

We’re now on our summer schedule and Pastor Jim is thankfully with us…our Appalachian Ministry Team returned home 2 weeks ago…our Holy Land exploration meeting was last Sunday…our Patriots Baseball outing was last week…New Members were received 2 weeks ago…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings …Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1224 out of the last 1243 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex …see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Pfc. Charlie Antonio, 28, USA, Hawaii

Petty Officer 2nd Class Craig Blake, 37, Canadian Navy, Canada
Pfc. William Blount, 21, USA, Mississippi

Lance Cpl. Barry Buxton, 27, British Royal Army, England
Sgt. Keith Coe, 30, USA, Florida

Master Sgt. Mark Coleman, 40, USA, Washington
1st Lt. Robert Collins, 24, USA, Georgia

Maj. Ronald Culver Jr., 44, USANG, Louisiana

Spc. Eric Finniginam, 26, USA, Micronesia

Staff Sgt. Amilcar Gonzales, 26, USA, Florida

Sgt. Esau Gonzales, 30, USA, Texas

Cpl. Harvey Holmes, 22, British Royal Army, England
Sgt. Kurt Kruize, 35, USAR, Minnesota

Sgt. Anthony Magee, 29, USA, Mississippi

Staff Sgt. James Patton, 23, USA, Georgia

Sapper Daryn Roy, 28, British Royal Army, England
Staff Sgt. Christopher Worrell, 35, USA, Virginia

___________________ 
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ALTAR FLOWERS

During these summer months, several Sundays do not have anyone signed up for altar flowers.  Why not stop and check the open dates on the Flower Chart in the narthex.  Bouquets are $20 each and you can sign up for one or two.  Following our liturgies, they are taken to the sick, shut ins and folks who are mourning.

___________________
PASTOR AWAY

Pastor Jim is away today and will return to the office tomorrow.

___________________
UPCOMING –
July
18 – Holy Land Exploration Meeting 


18 – Patriot Baseball Outing


25 – Bystol Baptism


25 – Stewardship Committee

Aug 14 – Soup Kitchen

Sept. 11 – 9/11 Memorial Eucharist


11 – Soup Kitchen


12 – RALLY DAY – 



   New Orleans Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11 a.m.



   SCS/ Ministry Fair – 9:40 a.m.

___________________ 

IRAQ/AFGHANISTAN
We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for SPC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now in Afghanistan with the 10th Mountain Division.  We also remember MSGT Gary Felton, a friend of the Raffertys.  
For those of you wanting to send a note to Joe, his address is:
Spc. Ellis, Joseph




HHC, 1 BSTB




Camp Mike Spann




APO AE 09368

___________________

SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE – Underway
Doris is now on our summer office schedule, working most weeks, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Should you call the Office at the end of the week and the Pastors are out making calls, please leave a message and they will get back to you when they return.  As always, in emergencies, please call at home. Doris returns to her regular schedule the week of September 7.

___________________
It’s Summer Time!

As we head into the lazy days of summer, the activities at Faith wind down with Vacation Bible School and our mission trip to Sunset Gap.  Two more examples of how your stewardship commitments support the many activities and outreach ministries here at Faith.

On Monday, June 28, 65 kids gathered underneath the Baobab tree as Baobab Blast kicked off at Faith.  Lynne Melhuish, Pastor Jim, Doctor Girvin, and the rest of Faith’s dedicated volunteer crew gathered for Vacation Bible School.  The kids celebrated sharing the Good News of God’s love through games, songs, stories, activities, and more in an exciting African environment, all under Baobab Blast’s theme of Community.

On July 4, 30 adults and peer leaders climbed aboard the bus for the 12-hour trip to Cosby, Tennessee.  Bright and early Monday morning, they opened the doors to welcome 50 youngsters for 5 days of Bible camp.  While that was going on, the work crew was out doing repairs on 2 different homes for ill people.
Be sure to be in church on November 7 when Tennessee Tales will be the subject of Adult Forum.  A number of Faith’s volunteers will share their stories about this year’s trip and provide preliminary plans for next year’s trip.

The Stewardship Committee
___________________
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 








We’re now on our Summer Worship Schedule worshipping with a SPOKEN EUCHARIST at 8 a.m., and then at 9:30 gathering for our SUNG EUCHARISTIC LITURGY.  And each week at 8:45 our Summer Choir rehearses for the 9:30 liturgy.  This is a great opportunity for you to share in our music ministry for a short time on a week by week basis with no long term commitment.  If you would like more information, please contact Dr. Girvin.

___________________
  Music Notes
Join us for summer choir as we meet at 8:45 a.m. each Sunday morning for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 a.m. service…A good time to participate and sing our summer service…Interested instrumentalists contact John Girvin ahead of time so that a part may be prepared for you.
__________________
MISSION ON THE MOVE
Several of our folks are involved in overseas mission this summer and we ask that you keep them in your prayers.

 
May 30 Beth, Matthew, Paul and Dr. John Bertolini left for Barahona, Dominican Republic, traveling with the Guardians of Healing to continue to provide relief for victims of the Haitian earthquake.  They traveled with 8 other physicians and 22 support personnel and four college students and returned June 6. 

 
 
June 27 Lauren and Karen Berk traveled to Kampala, Uganda where they worked with Watoto, a program of holistic care that was initiated as a  response to the overwhelming number of orphaned children and vulnerable women in Uganda.  Watoto seeks to rescue children, and then raise them as leaders so they can rebuild their nation.  They returned home July 18 just ahead of the Kampala bombings.  Today we remember all those affected by these terrorist attacks.

JUNE 8th Arlene Douglas traveled to Budapest, Hungary where she is serving an eight week internship with the European Roma Rights Center, which seeks to end discriminative practices against the Roma people (Gypsies) especially in Eastern Europe.  The center takes an interdisciplinary approach to human rights campaigning, incorporating elements of humanitarian work and international law.  Arlene will return home August 5.  Please keep Arlene in your prayers

___________________
THE COOK FAMILY
Your prayers are requested for the Cook family as they continue to deal with Dave’s death and Katie & PJ’s hospitalizations.  Katie is now out of the hospital and PJ continues in critical condition at the Hershey Medical Center.

___________________
Registration Is Underway
Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________
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         Backpack Drive


Our Family of Faith is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through Community Service Association and our hospitality program.



Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
 6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste



The backpacks are on display in the chancel until they are delivered in time for school.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, September 5.  In addition, we are collecting lunch boxes.
___________________ 
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Knit, Purl and Pray
Don't put away your knitting needles just because it is summer. Our friends at St. John’s Soup Kitchen and Broadway House will need warm scarves and lap blankets sooner than we think.
Take your knitting when you go on vacation.  The skein of yarn and needles to make a 6 inch by 6 foot scarf are easy to pack and very portable.
If you are looking for something even easier – use your scrap yarn to make 6 inch squares (knit or crochet).  We will collect squares all summer, and sew them into patchwork lap robes.  Please remember to use washable yarn.
Let’s get a head start on winter.  Bring your finished scarves and squares to the collection bin outside the church office. 
Happy summer and happy knitting!
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:
“Christian people should surely have been in the vanguard of the movement for environmental responsibility, because of our doctrines of creation and stewardship. Did God make the world? Does he sustain it? Has he committed its resources to our care? His personal concern for his own creation should be sufficient to inspire us to be equally concerned.” (from the introduction to Under the Bright Wings, published 1993, John R.W. Stott, Anglican clergyman, born 1921)
        Green Tip: Love to BBQ? Propane burns much cleaner than either wood or charcoal briquettes. If you can’t resist charcoal, try a natural product like those produced by Cowboy Charcoal—much cleaner than your traditional briquettes. Of course, when you’re done grilling, use natural cleaning products to keep your barbecue as environmentally-friendly as possible. 

___________________
ENTRANCE
NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM?
We are exploring a trip to the Holy Land in 2011.  If you would be interested in learning more about this possible journey, please email Pastor Mac, sign the interest sheet in the Information Center or call the Church Office.  
___________________
 
APPALACHIAN MINISTRY
Two weeks ago our Appalachian Ministry Team returned home from a week of ministry in the Smokey Mountains of Tennessee.  During this week long ministry in Sunset Gap, Cosby, Tennessee, part of our group did housing rehab while the rest ran a week long Bible Day Camp and nutrition program.  Thanks to our Coordinator Deb Lewis and all our Team for sharing this witness of faith.

___________________
 
FRANKLIN NELSON SCHOLARSHIP
On July 4 we presented a $1000 award to Courtney Auchter as she prepares to return to Susquehanna University and to Jane McCready as she prepares to begin her studies at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.  Our checks were presented by Treasurer Darryl Novak who serves as a trustee for the Franklin and Elsie Nelson Scholarship. 
___________________
SOMETHING NEW!
A wonderful, new resource for your devotional life is enclosed with your bulletin this morning.  Taking Home Faith, has daily thoughts, readings and reflections related to each Sunday’s lessons.  Perfect for individuals and for families.
___________________
To the Family of Faith,

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone in Faith’s Family for the cards, prayers, and concern after my accident and subsequent surgery.  The flowers from the Altar Guild and visits were very much appreciated, as was Pastor Mac’s visit with me in the hospital as I was preparing for surgery.  Faith Lutheran Church has been a true family, sharing the good times and the tough ones, too.


Each day I thank God for my family and friends, and I want to let you all know how much I appreciate and treasure your prayers, concern, and friendship.







Thanks Be To God,







Ray Eriksen

___________________















