Family Notes
 T E N T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
I
t is an age-old question: Why is there evil in the world?  In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest.  With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering.  Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Waiting With Patience,” describes what it means to live as a people of hope in an often troubled world.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction at the step.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our Lessons:

Isaiah 44:6-8.  God claims the right to sole rule, because God announces things that actually do happen, while supposed divine opponents remain silent.  God is Israel’s redeemer.  Period.
Romans 8:12-25.  For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us an unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.  Jesus tells a parable about the co-existence of good and evil in this world.  God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Good, evil and the power of God; that is the message that runs through our lessons today.  We begin with Isaiah and a simple proclamation that God is God…period.  There is no one else and we are God’s witnesses.  So what do we do with the evil that so often surrounds us, and too often fills us?  Our Gospel uses an image for our world of wheat and weeds growing side by side, until the “final harvest.”  Our second lesson from Paul helps us tie this all together as he compares this present “waiting time” to labor pains, as we wait with hope for the fullness of God’s revelation. “Waiting with patience” he calls it…a sometimes difficult thing to do.
_________________________________________________   
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________ 
Godspeed
Last Sunday we shared Godspeed prayers with Debbie & Chuck Lewis as they moved to their new home in Florida, and with Theri & Fred Rossol as they moved to their new home in South Jersey.  We pray God’s blessings on these dear sisters and brothers as they begin this new time in their lives.
___________________ 
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
   Serving today are:
8:00 – Janis McCracken





9:00 – Lois Rafferty
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Ryan Schetelich
Dorothy Kauff


Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange


Ernie Andersen
Bob Peterson


Ron Waltemyer
Sandy Lionetti


John Glass
Sherry Peterson


Dolores Treich
Nancy Kordistas


Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson


Evelyn Callahan
Harry Knipp


Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss


Jan Siberine
Louise Smith


Kieran Harrington
Ruth Van Zyl


Ali Wilks
Jay Engelken


Dennis Callahan
John Christiansen


Gerry Smith
John Chirichella


Charles Pazdera
Karen Corby Brooks


Ann Villa
Meg Stoyle Corby


Dick Anderson
Ruth Bauer


Paul Lutz
Donald Clifford


Cecil Jones
Kerri Mullen


Phil Harrington, Sr.
Joe Valentine


John Barcalow
Lois Stalo


Tommy Semiz
Catherine Colista


Michelle Kaas
Evan Finn


Connie Early
Kelsey O’Connor

Elizabeth McNally
Walter Boll

Diana Bjorge
Jean Bellone

Laura Haggan
Peter Richardson
Scott Harkey
Thomas Braun

Elaine Houston
Sandy Olson

Mary Sullivan
Shirley Scavina

Lucas Reiling
Lloyd & Gloria Erickson

Jim Melhuish
Verna Zierdt
Ateno Sicat
Angela Angeles

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 

Nelson Scholarship

Last Sunday at our 9:30 liturgy we awarded $1,000 Nelson Scholarships to Colleen Nord and Courtney Auchter.  Colleen will be a senior at Susquehanna University this fall where Courtney is beginning as a freshman.

___________________

PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
 11th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                               1 Kings 3:5-13

                        Romans 8:26-39

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
____________________
AA
The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________   
Music Notes

During the summer, we worship using the Now the Feast liturgy which will be contained in a special booklet…Summer Choir continues today… You are invited to sing with us for one Sunday or any number of Sundays during the warm months… Rehearsals are at 8:45 a.m. Sunday mornings for the service at 9:30 a.m.  If you would like to play an instrument in the ensemble, please contact John Girvin so that a part may be prepared.

___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Sgt. William Mattegat, Diane Blancuzzi’s nephew, Spc. Wesley Bornemann, Ginny Sauerborn’s nephew, Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is on his way to Baghdad, and Agent Matthew Borst, NCIS, Pastor Walt’s cousin. Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible. 

___________________ 

New Members

What a joy to welcome 4 new members into our Family of Faith three weeks ago.  Sharing our ministry in the days to come are:
Toni & Keith Harvey
Berkeley Heights

Maureen & Joe Lamberti
Scotch Plains

We are thankful for your partnership in our mutual ministry.   

___________________ 
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“Back to Basics”

Backpack Drive
Faith Lutheran Church is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through CSA and our hospitality program.

Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste

The backpacks will be on display in the chancel until they are delivered in time for school.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, August 31.

___________________ 
Anniversary Time

July 6 we marked Pastor Walt’s 11th Anniversary of ministry with our Family of Faith.  We give thanks for the wonderful, rich gifts he shares as he begins his 12th year as our Pastor.

___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Last Sunday Colleen Nord and Courtney Auchter received $1,000 Nelson College Scholarships from the Family…last week we shared Godspeed prayers with Debbie & Chuck Lewis and Theri & Fred Rossol…our Appalachian Ministry Team returned from Cosby, Tennessee last Saturday after a week of ministry…new members were received 3 weeks ago…2 year calendars are now available in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center now for a Fall Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1125 out of the last 1139 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,100 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Hospitalman Dustin Burnett, 19, USN, Arizona
Spc. Jason Cox, 21, USA, Ohio

Capt. Gregory Dalessio, 30, USA, Cherry Hill, NJ

Maj. Dwayne Kelley, 48, USA, Willingboro, NJ

Spc. Anthony Mangano, 36, USANG, New York
2nd Lt. Robert, Marczewski, 28, Polish Army, Poland
Sgt. Matthew Mendoza, 24, USMC, Texas
Sgt. Nelson Ramirez, 22, USANG, Massachusetts

Sgt. Andrew Seabrooks, 36, USANG, New York
Spc. Joel Taylor, 20, USA, North Carolina

Capt. Eric Terhune, 34, USMC, Kentucky
Pfc. Bryan Thomas, 22, USA, Louisiana

Staff Sgt. Du Hai Tran, 30, USA, California

Lt. Col. James Walton, 41, USA, Maryland
Lance Cpl. Andrew Whitacre, 21, USMC, Indiana
Pvt. Joe Whittaker, 20, British Royal Army, England
Warrant Off. 2nd Cl. Michael Williams, 40, British Royal Army, Wales
Pfc. James Yohn, 25, USA, Pennsylvania

___________________ 
PENNSYLVANIA BOUND
 
We’re exploring a trip to central Pennsylvania on Thursday and Friday, November 6 and 7.  We’ll be visiting Gettysburg where we’ll be stopping at the Seminary and then off to the new Visitors’ Center at the Gettysburg Battlefield.  Our tour there will include the new film, time in the new Museum and a wonderful tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield.  Our other stop on our two day tour is in Strasburg, where we’ll visit the Sight and Sound Theater for their inspiring “Voices of Christmas” program.  Approximate cost for your reserved seat coach, the Gettysburg movie and tour, the Christmas program, hotel and one dinner will be approximately $230.  If you would be interested in joining Pastor Walt for such an outing, please sign in the Information Center or email back to pastor.mac@verizon.net.  If we have sufficient interest, we’ll do our bookings in August.
___________________
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Vacation Bible School

June 30 – July 3
Our Rainforest Adventure was 3 weeks ago.  Thanks to all our teachers and our coordinator, Katie Lichtenberger, who shared God’s word with almost 50 little ones.
___________________
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TRAVEL????
Our Family has followed the journey of faith from the Holy Land, to Greece and Turkey, to Italy and Switzerland, to Germany and Austria, to England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland in the last decade and a half.  We’re now looking at possibilities for a new trip next summer, please sign up in the Information Center.  If we have enough folks interested in traveling, we will offer some specific options and see if we have enough folks to make the journey.
___________________ 

UPCOMING –
July
27 – Carovillano Baptism


27 – Stoyle Corby Godspeed

Aug
9 – Soup Kitchen


10 – Schweirk Baptisms

24 – 31 – Hospitality Program
Sept.   4 – Nursery School Orientation


   4 – Staff Meeting


   7 – RALLY DAY – 



  New Orleans Jazz Liturgy – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.



   Gala Ministry Fair – 9:40 a.m. 


   8 – FNS Opens


   8 – Staff Worship Planning


   8 – Finance Committee


   9 – Broadway House 


   9 – Council 


11 – 9/11 Eucharists
___________________
  
FALL EVENING BIBLE STUDY
 
Join Pastor Mac for our new fall Evening Bible Study, “Opening the Book of Faith:  Lutheran Insights for Bible Study.”   As the entire ELCA engages in this year long emphasis on Scripture, this opening study explores understandings and teachings unique to the Lutheran Church.  As always, we hope and expect that new students will join our “vets” as we dig into this Bible Study/Theology course.  For those who would like to deal with basic understandings of Scripture; for those who want to clarify and sharpen their Bible Study skills, this is the program for you.  Classes meet Monday evenings, September 8-October 6 from 7:30-9 p.m.  You can register by signing up in the Information Center or by sending an email to Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net.  
___________________
2ND Quarter Statements
Your second quarter financial statements are available in the narthex thanks to Paul & Fred.  Please pick yours up today.

___________________ 
 GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
From the ELCA Statement “Caring for Creation”:
We recognize the obstacles to sustainability. Neither economic growth that ignores environmental cost nor conservation of nature that ignores human cost is sustainable. Both will result in injustice and, eventually, environmental degradation. We know that a healthy economy can exist only within a healthy environment, but that it is difficult to promote both in our decisions.

In what ways have you experienced the intersection of environmental and economic issues?

Green Tip

Carpool or Take Public Transportation When You Can - Carpooling with friends and co-workers, or taking public transportation, could save you money, and certainly reduces pollution from fuel consumption.
___________________ 
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APPALACHIAN MINISTRY TEAM

Our 37 member intergenerational ministry team has now returned from Cosby, Tennessee, after a week of ministry at the Sunset Gap Community Center.  Our work crew under Cliff Auchter’s guidance did housing construction, while the rest of our folks ran a week long day camp and nutrition program.  Half of our Ministry Team was composed of Peer Leaders and fortunately, several of our College students joined us.  On their way home at week’s end, our Team stopped at the Lutheran World Relief  warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland and then traveled to Gettysburg College, where they stayed overnight, and Gettysburg Seminary, where they had their closing Eucharist.  We give thanks for our Team and this ministry as we welcome them home today. 
___________________
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            FLOWERS
The closing of Berkeley Florist, who provided our altar flowers for decades, has brought a change in our flower ministry.  After checking with a number of florists, our new provider, Sunnywood in Chatham, will be charging $20 a bouquet.  In order to have two bouquets as we have in the past, we are encouraging multiple donors for each Sunday.  Cost will be $20 per bouquet and if you should wish to provide both at a cost of $40, please so indicate when you sign up.  As in the past, following our worship, flowers will be shared with the sick, those who have lost loved ones and others encountering special life situations.
___________________

Pastor Away
Pastor Walt is away on vacation and will be returning on August 4th.

___________________
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We’re now on our summer worship schedule. Each week we gather at 8:00 a.m. for a Spoken Eucharistic liturgy, followed by our Sung Summer Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.  And with the schedule change comes your opportunity to share in our Summer Choir on a week by week basis.  Rehearsal is each week at 8:45 a.m. and this is a perfect opportunity for those who have evening schedule problems or who would like to explore this music ministry.

___________________ 
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BROADWAY HOUSE

                       more than a house…a home

We will be taking a break for the summer and resume regular trips to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, in September with visits already scheduled for two Tuesdays, the 9th and 23rd.   Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  Sign up in the Information Center.

If you have any interest in becoming a regular visitor, the summer would be a good time to get your volunteer paperwork in order and processed so that you are ready to join us in the fall!     

We will continue to collect new puzzle books and your donations of magazines.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________
SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE 
Doris is now on our summer office schedule, working most weeks, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Should you call the Office at the end of the week and the Pastors are out making calls, please leave a message and they will get back to you when they return.  As always, in emergencies, please call them at home.   Doris returns to her regular schedule the week of September 7.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1124 out of the last 1138 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 
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