Family Notes
S I X T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
W
hen Amos told what he saw when God held up the plumb line of justice next to Israel—that the poor were being trampled—he was a threat to the power of priests and king.  John the Baptist also spoke truth to power, and Herod had him beheaded.  In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed:  That all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus.  We are called to witness to justice in company with them.

Pastor Mac’s sermon, “How’s Your Plumb Line?” directs us to a consideration of how we are doing responding to God’s call to live as faithful servants.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship and pastoral care ministry. Pastor is away on vacation today and will return next Sunday.
Our Lessons:

Amos 7:7-15.  Amos was not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts.  Rather, he was an ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom).  God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicted with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encountered at Bethel.
Ephesians 1:3-14.  In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ.  Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

Mark 6:14-29.  As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the Gospel of salvation.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: 
We begin with a great image in our first reading from Amos, namely, God setting a plumb line to measure the people.  And as that line becomes a judgment on the rulers and the people, we are reminded that Amos is not some “pro,” but a simple spokesperson for God.  Our second reading from Ephesians reminds us that in God’s new creation all things will be measured by Jesus Christ.  And yet to be a faithful servant and to carry the message of God, can have deadly consequences as Mark reminds us.

_________________________________________________ 
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.
Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 

APPALACHIAN MINISTRY
Late yesterday our Appalachian Ministry Team returned home from a week of ministry in the Smokey Mountains of Tennessee.  During this week long ministry in Sunset Gap, Cosby, Tennessee, part of our group did housing rehab while the rest ran a week long Bible Day Camp and nutrition program.  Thanks to our Coordinator Deb Lewis and all our team for sharing this witness of faith.
___________________
[image: image1.jpg]Near @MW
N

[

%Sale




A COMMUNION NOTE
 

At their June meeting, our Church Council approved a recommendation from our Worship and Music Committee authorizing our Assisting Ministers to share in the distribution of the Eucharist when only one Pastor is present.  When one Pastor is here, he will share the host on the pulpit side and our Assisting Minister will share the host on the lectern side of the sanctuary.  Our communion assistants will continue in their present practices.  This action enables us to have two stations at all liturgies and is consistent with the practice at our Seminary and in many of our churches.  If you have questions, please speak with Pastor Mac.
___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg


Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen


Ron Waltemyer
John Glass


Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas


Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson


Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss


Jan Siberine
Louise Smith


Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella


Ann Villa
Paul Lutz


Lois Stalo
Jean Bellone


Sandy Olson
Lucas Reiling


Constance Burde
Catherine Sommo


Katie Anderson
Janet Bradley

Curtis D. Kelly
Ed Thelin

Harry Knipp
Jane

Sue
William Mullins

Joanne Toomey
Jack Glynn

Sue Schnepf
Nick Crowley

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Wayne Gourley
Chad Buske

Sandy Fake
Howard Jespersen

Eric Brodbeck
Jean Matthews

Leslie Yingling
Andrew Spero

John Olson
Rachel Coppola

Bert Schaffer
David Burde

Eugene Maraventano
Julie Rivkees

Mary Everson
Joe Valentine

Roberta Crowley
Theri Rossol

Tom MacPherson
Astrid Ahrens
Lerlene Perra
Ila Merchant
Nola Richards
Audrey Kelly
Tom Stoyle
Jim Rowley
Jim Connaughton

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  
___________________  
More New Beginnings

Christina and I would like to announce the opening of our new music school in West Windsor, NJ starting this September.  Although all current musical programs and activities here at Faith will remain in place, I will be meeting with Pastor and council members regarding an adjustment and re-structuring of my present position, to make better use of all of my available time and effort.  I look forward to continuing our mutual music ministry here for years to come, especially in the exciting time to come as we expand our Ministry Center.





John Girvin
___________________  
NELSON SCHOLARSHIP
Last Sunday Courtney Auchter will be presented with this year's Franklin and Elsie Nelson Scholarship.  Courtney is a former Peer Leader, and serves as an Assisting Minister and is now a second year student at Susquehanna University.  Congratulations Courtney.
___________________
RALLY DAY

September 13

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

New Orleans Jazz Eucharists

9:40 a.m.

Gala Ministry Fair

and

Sunday School Begins

___________________
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A new logo for our new worship and program theme as we get set for another year of ministry as our program year is set to kick off.  In this special time:
-New Ministry brochures for the coming program year are in the process of being printed;
-Council members Dan Seidel and Chris Melhuish and Pastor Mac met with our Mission Partners in the Ironbound 2 weeks ago to look ahead in our joint ministry;
-Our Stewardship Team continues to meet to plan for this fall’s Every Member Response program that will get us back to full strength for ministry;
-“Rejoice,” our New Members’ Exploration group recently met and new members will be joining us shortly;
-Our Ministry Center Task Force will shortly be submitting our building papers to the Town;
-Pastor Kriesat continues to provide critical Worship and Pastoral Care Assistance;
-We continue in conversation with the Bishop and the Seminaries about longer range staffing;
-Our new Seniors and Caretaker ministries both recently met with Lyn Nelson; 
-We are off to the Patriots Baseball Team on July 19;
Please continue to remember our Family in this exciting time of new beginnings!
__________________ 
Music Notes
Join us for summer choir continuing today as we meet at 8:45 AM for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 AM service…A good time to participate and sing our new summer service… Interested instrumentalists contact John Girvin ahead of time so that a part may be prepared for you.
___________________  

VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1172 out of the last 1189 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
[image: image3.wmf]Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

This Year our children collected $2,082.32.
___________________ 

[image: image4.wmf]
“Back to Basics”

         Backpack Drive
Our Family of Faith is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through Community Service Association and our hospitality program.

Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste

The backpacks will be on display in the chancel until they are delivered in time for school.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, September 6.

___________________
 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 

MISSING COAT
If you borrowed Eleanor Niegisch's turqouise Gortex 3/4 coat, please call her at 908-756-4940 as soon as possible.
___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:00 – Glen Martin




  9:30 -  Marti Neumann
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
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Thanks to Lynne Melhuish and all her teachers and staff for a great week in our Vacation Bible School this year.  Over 50 youngsters shared in this special time of Bible stories, crafts, songs and fun. We give thanks to God for this special educational ministry that has touched so many lives.
___________________ 
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We’re now on our summer worship schedule. Each week we gather at 8:00 a.m. for a Spoken Eucharistic liturgy, followed by our Sung Summer Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.  And with the schedule change comes your opportunity to share in our Summer Choir on a week by week basis.  Rehearsal is each week at 8:45 a.m. and this is a perfect opportunity for those who have evening schedule problems or who would like to explore this music ministry.

___________________  
Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your prayers, good wishes and phone calls during my recent knee surgery and recovery.  Your love and concern has helped me keep a positive attitude during a very challenging time. I am getting better every day and am certain that your prayers are the best medicine, so keep them coming.  






All my love.  Theri Rossol

___________________ 
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PLAY BALL – Next Week
We are heading out to the Somerset Patriots baseball team in Bridgewater next Sunday, July 19, for their 5 p.m. game against the Long Island Ducks.  Your reserved seat is just $9 and the first 2000 fans will receive an autograph book to collect players' signatures.  Following the game the little ones will have the opportunity to "run the bases."  If you are interested, please sign up in the Information Center or email Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net including the number of tickets desired, and return your check payable to “Faith” as soon as possible.
___________________
DID YOU KNOW…

Today our summer worship schedule continues…our Appalachian Ministry Team returned yesterday after a week of ministry in Cosby, Tennessee…1st Communion Orientation was 2 weeks ago…Faith Nursery School has just concluded another year of ministry…Rejoice, our Membership Exploration, met recently and new members will be received soon…our Green Team Recycling Event was 3 weeks ago…free calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2009-2010 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1172 out of the last 1189 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons… we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,600 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Cpl. Martin Dubé, 35, Canadian Army, Canada
Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Dupont, 52, USA, Massachusetts
Staff Sgt. Edmond Lo, 23, USA, New Hampshire
Pvt. Robert McLaren, 20, The Black Watch, Scotland
Lt. Paul Mervis, 27, Royal British Army, England
Spc. Jonathan O’Neill, 22, USA, Florida
Pvt. Mads Rasmussen, 21, Danish Army, Denmark
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Ricky Richardson, Jr., 33, USMC, Missouri

Spc. Eduardo Silva, 25, USA, California

Sgt. Joshua Soto, 26, USA, Texas

Warrant Officer Allain Tikko, 30, Estonian Army, Estonia

___________________ 
UPCOMING –
July  22 – Stewardship Committee

Aug.   8 – Soup Kitchen


23-30 – Hospitality Program

Sept.  9 – Sanctuary Choir


10 – Staff Meeting


11 – 9/11 Memorial Services –




6:45 a.m. – Spoken in Garden




7:30 p.m. – Candlelight in Sanctuary


12 -  Soup Kitchen


13 – RALLY DAY


New Orleans Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.



9:40 a.m. – SCS/ Ministry Fair
___________________  
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Christian Thought through the centuries on God’s creation:
“The produce of the earth is a gift from our gracious creator…and to impoverish the earth now, to support outward greatness, appears to be an injury to the succeeding age.”  (John Woolman, 1720-1772, Quaker preacher)
       Green Tip 
Libraries are not only FREE, but they're COOL. Use the library's air conditioning rather than your own; read and attend summer programs at your local branch. And remember, many libraries loan movies too.
___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
6th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                                  Amos 7:7-15

                        Ephesians 1:3-14

Mark 6:14-29
____________________
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  COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the early fall?  Sign up in the Information Center.   

Upcoming:
September 14–Emily Deats, Mona Auch, Audrey Kelly

September 21 – Open

September 28 - Open

___________________
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ALTAR FLOWERS

As we head into the summer months, several Sundays do not have anyone signed up for altar flowers.  Why not stop and check the open dates on the Flower Chart in the narthex.  Bouquets are $20 each and you can sign up for one or two.  Following our liturgies, they are taken to the sick, shut ins and folks who are mourning.

___________________
SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE – Underway
Doris is now on our summer office schedule, working most weeks, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Should you call the Office at the end of the week and the Pastor is out making calls, please leave a message and he will get back to you when he returns.  As always, in emergencies, please call at home.   Doris returns to her regular schedule the week of September 13.

___________________
RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow as we get closer to summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.
___________________ 















