Family Notes
S E C O N D   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
T
he Time after Pentecost is a teaching time, a growing time, in the life of the church.  Today’s texts celebrate God’s ability and intention to provide us with a new lease on life.  To that end we gather today with the whole people of God to be instructed by the Word and to be nourished by the Sacrament.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Tag, You’re It,” reminds us of how God touches our lives, so that we can touch the world with his love, his grace, his Easter life.
The Sacrament today will be administered by Intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  Please note that we now also have gluten free hosts.
Our Lessons:

1 Kings 17:17-24.  Having offered hospitality to Elijah, a widow in Zarephath loses her son to an illness.  Through prayer, Elijah restores the boy to life, and the joyful mother acknowledges that Elijah is indeed a man of God.

Galatians 1:11-24.  The apostle and church-planter Paul tells the story of the ministry given to him by Jesus Christ.  In the midst of grave tension in his church in Galatia, he assures his congregation that his work is centered in the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, unlike the other teachers among them.
Luke 7:11-17.  Jesus’ ministry bears witness to God’s coming reign, where the lowly are shown mercy and the dead are raised.  Here, Jesus ministers to a widow by raising her only son to life.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:  
Simple summaries of our lessons today and a simple tie between them.  In our first lesson, Elijah gives the gift of life.  In our Gospel, Jesus gives the gift of life.  And read our second lesson carefully.  Paul is given a whole new life by the power of the resurrection.  What’s happening with you?
_________________________________________________ 
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________
HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR TIME & TALENT COMMITMENT?
___________________

WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME
What joy to welcome Pastor Jim to our Family today.  Pastor will be preaching for the first time next Sunday at both liturgies and will be formally installed as a Pastor of Faith on Sunday, September 26 at 4 p.m.  Should you need to reach Pastor, his number is 732-261-3623.
___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
Paul Lutz

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Harry Knipp
Annie Scherba

John Christiansen
Eric Brodbeck

Jim Connaughton
Walter Leika

Robert Prezuhy
Todd Shell

Kruger Family
Margaret Kroouze

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Gloria Fell
Joe Valentine

Hildy Vallevand
Laura McQuaid

Glen Martin
Celeste Scott

Julie Floch
Toni Tschampion

Bill Weiss
Warren Vaché

Kate Woodworth
Alice Griffiths

Marilyn Eddy
Dolly Glassman

Edith Kleineke
Andrew Stofa

Larry Kenny
Heidi Santore

Tim Jaeckle
Rick Ziegler

James Bergan
Joe Auchter

Mary Beth Olson
Walter Antrim

Bob Bell
Pat Moorehead

James Moorehead
Dolores Croneberger

Ev Ramos
Chuck Thomas

Eula Swartz
Bernadette McGrath

Donna Norby
Elizabeth Auchter

Jerry Goodman
Shan Felts

Karin Miller
Hank Mueller

Karen Herbert
John Ellermann

Greg Saxum
Karen Remington
Eileen Sergent
Jan Lissy

Doug Montmarquet
Pastor Tim Wengert

Rob Johnson
Pastor Mac

Joanna King

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1218 out of the last 1236 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Bill Scott




11:00 – Glen Martin
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

3rd Sunday after Pentecost
  
                            2 Samuel 11:26—12:10, 13-15

                        Galatians 2:15-21

Luke 7:36—8:3
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________  

PARSONAGE VOLUNTEERS
We are gathering the names of folks to help with our parsonage rehab in the coming weeks…cleaners, painters, etc.  If you would like to assist, please sign the sheet in the Information Center.  Contact will be made with volunteers shortly when we are ready to begin work.

___________________ 

ADULT ED

It is that time of year when the Pastors are working on next program year’s Adult Ed programs.  As you have suggestions for programs and events, please pass them along to Pastor Jim or Pastor Mac.  

___________________
MISSION ON THE MOVE
Several of our folks are involved in overseas mission in the next few weeks and we ask that you keep them in your prayers.

 
May 30 Beth, Matthew, Paul and Dr. John Bertolini left for Barahona, Dominican Republic, traveling with the Guardians of Healing to continue to provide relief for victims of the Haitian earthquake.  They are traveling with 8 other physicians and 22 support personnel and four college students and will return later today.  Please keep Beth, Matthew, Paul and John in your prayers.

 
JUNE 8th Arlene Douglas travels to Budapest, Hungary where she will serve an eight week internship with the European Roma Rights Center, which seeks to end discriminative practices against the Roma people (Gypsies) especially in Eastern Europe.  The center takes an interdisciplinary approach to human rights campaigning, incorporating elements of humanitarian work and international law.  Arlene will return home August 5.

 
JUNE 27th Lauren and Karen Berk will travel to Kampala, Uganda where they will work with Watoto, a program of holistic care that was initiated as a  response to the overwhelming number of orphaned children and vulnerable women in Uganda.  Watoto seeks to rescue children, and then raise them as leaders so they can rebuild their nation.  They will return home on July 10. 

___________________
[image: image1.wmf]
BROADWAY HOUSE
         more than a house…a home

The residents at Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, are in need of new or gently used clothing for both men and women, but more urgently men’s clothing.  Donations of men’s casual clothes for any season and in all sizes are needed—jeans, shorts, sweat pants, t-shirts—whatever you no longer need or are able to donate.   Donations of only summer clothes for women are needed at this time—again, any and all sizes.  Quite often, residents arrive at Broadway House with very few if any personal items, including clothing.  During their stay at Broadway House, residents’ weight often fluctuates given the type of medication they are taking and until their medication can be properly controlled.  It’s not unusual for a resident who is underweight one month to be a couple of sizes larger in a month or two, so the need for various clothing sizes is great.


In addition, we are looking for donations of VCR’s and DVD players.   Residents have the option of watching movies in their rooms and this is especially true of residents who are less mobile.  If you have any extra movies, please drop them off as well.


Please put your donations in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall and we’ll bring them over at our next visit…which is Tuesday, June 15.   We’ll meet at church and 9:15 a.m. and return by 12:30.  Join us for a visit!  Any questions, please contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com. 
___________________  
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We begin our Summer Worship Schedule today.  Each week we worship with a SPOKEN EUCHARIST at 8 a.m. and then at 9:30 we gather for our SUNG EUCHARISTIC LITURGY.  And each week at 8:45 our Summer Choir rehearses for the 9:30 liturgy.  This is a great opportunity for you to share in our music ministry for a short time on a week by week basis with no long term commitment.  If you would like more information, please contact Dr. Girvin.

___________________ 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  
To date:  $1,927.86 has been collected.
___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow as we get closer to summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.  Paul’s emails are pmossberg@iso.com and pmossberg@verizon.net.
___________________
DID YOU KNOW…

Today we begin our summer schedule as Pastor Jim arrives…our Choir party was Wednesday at the Fullers’…our Sunday School Teachers’ Barbecue was last night at the Delatours’…2 weeks ago was Pentecost – as 10 of our young people affirmed their faith…our Appalachian Team Dinner was 3 weeks ago…Our Spring Food Drive concludes today…Vacation Bible School registration is underway…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings …Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1218 out of the last 1236 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 
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Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Cpl. Martin Augustyniak, 28, German Army, Germany
Sgt. Roberto Diaz Boria, 47, USANG, Puerto Rico
Master Sgt. Nils Bruns, 35, Germany Army, Germany
Fusilier Jonathan Burgess, 20, Royal Welsh Army, Wales
Lance Cpl. Tyler Griffin, 29, USMC, Connecticut
Pfc. Jonathon Hall, 23, USA, Tennessee
Cpl. Robert Hartert, 25, German Army, Germany
Pvt. Robert Hutnik, 23, French Foreign Legion, Slovakia 

Sr. Master Sgt. James Lackey, 45, USA, Florida

Sgt. Anthony Magee, 29, USA, Mississippi
Guardsman Michael Sweeney, 29, British Royal Army, England

Lance Cpl. Curtis Swenson, 20, USMC, Minnesota

Rifleman Mark Turner, 21, British Royal Army, England
Maj. Randell Voas, 43, USA, Minnesota

Sgt. Frank World, 25, USMC, New York

___________________ 
UPCOMING –
June   6 – Summer Schedule Begins – 




Spoken Eucharist – 8:00 a.m.



 
Eucharist – 9:30 a.m.


  6 – VBS Meeting


  6 – Spring Food Collection Ends


12 – Soup Kitchen


15 – Broadway House


16 – Ministry Center Core Team

17 – Council 


20 – Special Congregational Meeting


22 – Carpenter’s Carvers


27 – Worship & Music Committee


28 – July 1 – Vacation Bible School

July
4 – 10 – Appalachian Ministry Trip


10 – Soup Kitchen


18 – Stewardship Committee

___________________
Two weeks ago our Pentecost Celebration was enriched as we thanked God for the young people of our community who affirmed their baptismal vows at the 11:00 a.m. liturgy.  We thank God for the work of the Spirit in:

Jason Bradley, Alexandra Fetter, Emily Fetter, 

Mark Hays, Bryan McCracken, Madeline McCready,

Michael John Mytrowitz, Kirsten Peterson, 

Jessica Skidmore, Ryan Stahlin
We also shared thanks for Mark Olson and Dee Tamburro who serve as our lay catechists, Jane McCready who coordinates our Confirmation ministry, our Stitchery group which prepared our Confirmation plaques, and all our Sunday School teachers who share the Gospel with our confirmands.  

___________________
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ALTAR FLOWERS

As we head into the summer months, several Sundays do not have anyone signed up for altar flowers.  Why not stop and check the open dates on the Flower Chart in the narthex.  Bouquets are $20 each and you can sign up for one or two.  Following our liturgies, they are taken to the sick, shut ins and folks who are mourning.

___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for SPC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now in Afghanistan with the 10th Mountain Division.  We also remember 1st Lt. Ryan Orbison, a friend of the Novaks, and MSGT Gary Felton, a friend of the Raffertys.

For those of you wanting to send a note, Joe’s address is:
Spc. Ellis, Joseph




HHC, 1 BSTB




Camp Mike Spann




APO AE 09368

___________________

Music Notes
Join us for summer choir as we meet at 8:45 a.m. each Sunday morning for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 a.m. service…A good time to participate and sing our summer service…Interested instrumentalists contact John Girvin ahead of time so that a part may be prepared for you.
__________________
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
 
There will be a special meeting of the congregation immediately following the 9:30 liturgy, on Sunday, June 20.  The purpose of this meeting is to act on recommendations from our Council that will enable us to move ahead with construction/renovation of our Ministry Center.
___________________
MINISTRY CENTER 

On Monday March 15th, we had our formal hearing with the New Providence Board of Adjustment for our Ministry Center, at which time the Board voted unanimously to approve our plans.  Special thanks to KW Janne for shepherding us through this whole process.  Our new heating system has been installed and construction is finished on our new kitchen, and the rest of our project is out to bid with construction soon to come.  Our thanks to all whose gifts have made this all possible.  For those of you who have not yet made a commitment to our future, watch for exciting opportunities in the days ahead.  And for a “photo peek” at what is going on, go to www.flc-mc.blogspot.com   
___________________ 
TIME AND TALENT
 





Have you returned your Time and Talent commitment sheet, a way to indicate where you would like to share your gifts as we move ahead in this time of new beginnings?  Please return your commitment sheet at your earliest convenience and if you need information about any of the areas listed, please give the church office a call.  We look forward to a growing involvement by Family members in this exciting new time.  Additional sheets are available in the narthex.  
___________________
The Year is Half Over -- 
It’s Time for Christmas in June!! 

Most of us find other things to do during television commercials or pledge drives, unless we pay for commercial-free premium channels where we aren’t interrupted by advertisements.

Very little is free in life and our church is no exception.  In the last six months Faith has: 

· Replaced an ancient heating system with an energy efficient boiler;
· Called a second pastor ​​-- Pastor Jim joined our Family of Faith on June 1;
· Remodeled a 50-year-old kitchen.  As of this week it is fully operational.  Take a look!

· Undertaken the planning necessary to enlarge our Narthex, remodel the choir loft, install new restrooms and enlarge the parking lot.  

All of this costs money.  For those of you who made a pledge and have been able to meet your commitment for 2010, we thank you.

Our 2010 budget is $738,075.  We have received $273,898.  As you can see, there is still a need and there is still time to pledge your support for the next six months.  

 
With summer approaching, we wish everyone a safe and happy vacation, and we hope that you will consider giving your weekly donation early before you leave. Perhaps you can find an extra $10 or $20 to place in the envelope.  The ministries of Faith continue in the summer and each outreach requires time, talent, and money.  

Each December we have our ‘Christmas Miracle’ appeal to help us close the financial gap before year end.  This year, we’d like to create a Christmas in June – don’t wait until December this year, have another look and see if you can help to close the gap now. 

While you are considering how you can contribute to our Christmas in June appeal, we’ve created the following song to help put you into the Christmas spirit: 
 ♫“For we need a little Christmas,. Right this very minute

Sinks installed in bathrooms, Cabinets in the kitchen♪
Yes, we need a little Christmas, Right this very minute

Add some dollars to the collection plate, Help to cover the shortfall♫

 For Faith has grown a little leaner, Grown a little closer,

Gleams a good bit brighter ♪Grown ever more efficient,

We need some angels, Sitting in the pews, Giving what they can , To keep us running smooth

 For we need a little Christmas NOW!” ♫

Please seriously consider how you can help Faith close the gap now.

Partnering with you in achieving the work of the Kingdom,

The Stewardship Committee

___________________ 
 PASTOR AWAY
Carol and Pastor Mac will be leaving on vacation right after second service today.  Pastor will be returning on Monday, June 14.

___________________
[image: image5.wmf]Spring Food Collection

for St. John’s Food Pantry, Newark
LAST CALL
Last year, we learned that the food pantry at St. John’s gets very low on items during the summer months.  In an effort to help, we collected over $1500.00 in designated food products to help stock their pantry shelves. 

Again, this year we have learned from St. John’s Food Pantry Coordinator, Barbara Moran, about a need for some specific items.  We will be concluding the food collection  today, June 6.  The items needed are as follows: 

Stove Top Stuffing, Large Cans of Vegetables, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Canned Soups.
Please note that these are the only items being accepted at this time.  Please return your bag to the designated area in the narthex by early this week.  We will be transporting collected items next Saturday to the Soup Kitchen at St. John’s.  Our Peer Leader Hunger Servant Ministry Team is lending their support to this worthy effort.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy Rowan at 908-604-2116.  Thanks in advance for your help in providing food for those less fortunate.

___________________ 

GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:  “The more man distinguishes himself from the rest of creation, the more he becomes conscious of himself as the subject, as an “I” to whom the world is an object, the more does he tend to confuse himself with God, to confuse his spirit with the spirit of God, and to regard his reason as Divine Reason.” (from The Christian Doctrine of Creation and Redemption by Heinrich Emil Brunner, Swiss Protestant (Reformed) theologian, 1889 – 1966)
       Green Tip:  Instead of boiling water in pans, use an electric kettle. It consumes half the amount of energy to heat the same amount of water. Don’t just use it for your tea, but for boiling water for cooking.

___________________ 
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Knit, Purl and Pray
For many years, the members of the Knit, Purl and Pray group have produced hand knitted or crocheted lap robes for the residents of Broadway House and winter scarves for the patrons of St. John’s Soup Kitchen.   We plan to continue these ongoing projects in the year to come, but are looking to expand our outreach into other areas of need.
If you can knit or crochet – or would like to learn how – we are looking for YOU.  Join us to share your talents and ideas for service.
If you are interested in helping or would like more information about the group, please contact Kathy Grubb at 908-347-3151 (smltowngal@aol.com).
___________________ 

FRANKLIN AND ELSIE NELSON

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
In 1993, Franklin Nelson established an endowment fund at Faith for the sole purpose of providing an annual educational scholarship.  This award will be provided to a student with demonstrative need.  Eligible students are described in the following prioritized characterizations:

1. A student of Faith Lutheran Church who is pursuing a professional church vocation under the guidance of the New Jersey Synod ELCA;

2. A student of Faith Lutheran Church who is pursuing a degree at any ELCA College or University;

3. A student of the NJ Synod ELCA, who is pursuing a degree at an ELCA College or University, or a professional church vocation under the guidance of the NJ Synod ELCA.

Students interested in applying for this scholarship should contact Pastor Mac as soon as possible.  The deadline for applications is today, June 6.

___________________
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NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM?
 
We are exploring a trip to the Holy Land in 2011.  If you would be interested in learning more about this possible journey, please email Pastor Mac, sign the interest sheet in the Information Center or call the Church Office.  With over 3 dozen folks now expressing interest, we will hold a preliminary meeting shortly to explore options.
___________________
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         Backpack Drive


Our Family of Faith is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through Community Service Association and our hospitality program.



Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
 6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste



The backpacks will be on display in the chancel until they are delivered in time for school.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, September 5.

___________________
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