Family Notes
F I F T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
W
e have no good apart from God. That makes our Lord’s call to follow him an invitation to freedom.  This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruits:  Love, joy, peace, patience, and the like.  This is the path of life.

In his sermon, "Free To Live," Pastor Jim explores how God uses the transitions of life to strip away the things that have us trapped in worry, guilt and fear. In exchange for these old things, God gives us something new and glorious, even when we're not so anxious to part with the familiar things we've come to love. In baptism, we die; in baptism, we live. God puts us to death and raises us to new life, a life that bears fruit the whole world can live on and enjoy: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Now, how much would you pay?

The Sacrament today will be administered by Intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  Please note that we now also have gluten free hosts.
Our Lessons:

I Kings 19:15-16, 19-21.  In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s mountain.  There the Lord reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha.
Galatians 5:1, 13-25.  For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want.  It is the invitation to be what we could not be otherwise.  The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.
Luke 9:51-62.  Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, He calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:  Following Jesus in a life of discipleship doesn't come without cost. It cost some their homes, others their families and others their most valued possessions. In today's Gospel reading, living Jesus' way costs James and John their anger and desire for a fiery divine fury. When he heard God's call to prophetic ministry, the wealthy farmer Elisha literally sacrifices, consumes, and gives away his old way of making a living. Then, Elisha follows God's purpose for his life with simplicity and freedom. St. Paul tells the Galatian church that life in Christ costs them a way of life they have known and loved. Yes, the cost of following Jesus is high, but the return on the investment exceeds any and all expectations.

_________________________________________________
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
Paul Lutz

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Eric Brodbeck
Jim Connaughton

Walter Leika
Robert Prezuhy

Todd Shell
Kruger Family

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Gloria Fell
Joe Valentine

Hildy Vallevand
Celeste Scott

Julie Floch
Toni Tschampion

Bill Weiss
Warren Vaché

Kate Woodworth
Marilyn Eddy

Dolly Glassman
Edith Kleineke

Larry Kenny
Heidi Santore

Tim Jaeckle
Joe Auchter

Walter Antrim
Bob Bell

Pat Moorehead
James Moorehead

Dolores Croneberger
Ev Ramos

Chuck Thomas
Eula Swartz

Bernadette McGrath
Donna Norby

Elizabeth Auchter
Jerry Goodman

Shan Felts
Karin Miller

Hank Mueller
Karen Herbert

John Ellermann
Greg Saxum

Karen Remington
Eileen Sergent

Jan Lissy
Doug Montmarquet

Pastor Tim Wengert
Rob Johnson

Pastor Mac
Diane

Diane
Claire Briechle

Stephen Quigley
Zoe Mastakas
Joan Mofshin
Mary Ann Kenney

Beth Dommer
Carolyn Engelken

Ray Eriksen

The Family of Blaine Redding

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
OOPS
Last week we did not have any new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1220 out of the last 1239 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 

WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME
What joy to welcome Pastor Jim to our Family.  Pastor will be formally installed as a Pastor of Faith on Sunday, September 26 at 4 p.m.  Should you need to reach Pastor, his number is 732-261-3623.
___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:00 – Cliff Auchter




  9:30 – Beth Bertolini
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

6th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                            Isaiah 66:10-14

                        Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________  

ADULT ED

It is that time of year when the Pastors are working on next program year’s Adult Ed programs.  As you have suggestions for programs and events, please pass them along to Pastor Jim or Pastor Mac.  

___________________
MISSION ON THE MOVE
Several of our folks are involved in overseas mission in the next few weeks and we ask that you keep them in your prayers.

 
May 30 Beth, Matthew, Paul and Dr. John Bertolini left for Barahona, Dominican Republic, traveling with the Guardians of Healing to continue to provide relief for victims of the Haitian earthquake.  They traveled with 8 other physicians and 22 support personnel and four college students and returned June 6. 
 
JUNE 8th Arlene Douglas traveled to Budapest, Hungary where she is serving an eight week internship with the European Roma Rights Center, which seeks to end discriminative practices against the Roma people (Gypsies) especially in Eastern Europe.  The center takes an interdisciplinary approach to human rights campaigning, incorporating elements of humanitarian work and international law.  Arlene will return home August 5.  Please keep Arlene in your prayers
 
Today Lauren and Karen Berk will travel to Kampala, Uganda where they will work with Watoto, a program of holistic care that was initiated as a  response to the overwhelming number of orphaned children and vulnerable women in Uganda.  Watoto seeks to rescue children, and then raise them as leaders so they can rebuild their nation.  They will return home on July 10. 

___________________

RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow as we move in to summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.  Paul’s emails are pmossberg@iso.com and pmossberg@verizon.net.
___________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

We will be taking a break for the summer and resume regular trips to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, in September.

If you have any interest in becoming a regular visitor, the summer would be a good time to get your volunteer paperwork in order and processed so that you are ready to join us in the fall!     

We will continue to collect new puzzle books and your donations of magazines.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 








We’re now on our Summer Worship Schedule worshipping with a SPOKEN EUCHARIST at 8 a.m., and then at 9:30 gathering for our SUNG EUCHARISTIC LITURGY.  And each week at 8:45 our Summer Choir rehearses for the 9:30 liturgy.  This is a great opportunity for you to share in our music ministry for a short time on a week by week basis with no long term commitment.  If you would like more information, please contact Dr. Girvin.

___________________ 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
The Sunday School stewardship project this year was Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  A total of $1,927.86 was collected and is off to aid this special ministry.
___________________ 
Registration Is Underway
Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
GOLF SUPPORTS OUR TROOPS
 










Nancy and Brian Coleman began and direct a wonderful foundation, Golf Supports our Troops, which 2 weeks ago mailed off golf equipment to Joe Ellis’ unit in Afghanistan - 25 golf clubs, 4 dozen golf balls, a driving mat and driving net, and a putting mat.
Golf Supports Our Troops now has placed golf training equipment in 102 VA Hospitals in the states, and has sent golf care packages (like that sent to Joe) to 25 units serving in Iraq and Afghanistan (and one in Kuwait). They raise money through the sale of golf ball marker collections designed by Brian on their website (www.golfsupportsourtroops.org) and on Amazon, as well as through golf outings and direct donations.  In addition to supplying golf equipment, they take disabled vets associated with VA Hospitals to PGA tournaments. Last year they went to the Arnold Palmer Invitational with the Tampa vets and to the Jack Nicklaus Memorial.  You can learn more about this supportive ministry at their website or by joining us for a special Forum program next year.
___________________
DID YOU KNOW…

We’re now on our summer schedule and Pastor Jim is thankfully with us…Vacation Bible School begins tomorrow and runs through Thursday…our Choir party and Sunday School Teachers’ Barbecue were 3 weeks ago…Our Spring Food Drive concluded 3 weeks ago…Vacation Bible School begins tomorrow…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings …Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1220 out of the last 1239 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!
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_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
1st Lt. Brandon Barrett, 27, USMC, Indiana
Spc. Jeremy Brown, 20, USA, Tennessee
Capt. Kyle Comfort, 27, USA, Alabama
Lance Cpl. Joshua Davis, 19, USMC, Iowa
Sgt. Joshua Desforges, 23, USMC, Massachusetts
Cpl. Christopher Harrison, 26, British Royal Army, England
Cpl. Jeffery Johnson, 21, USMC, Texas
Sgt. Donald Lamar II, 23, USMC, Virginia
2nd Lt. Valerica Leu, 31, Romanian Army, Romania
Sgt. Kenneth May, 26, USMC, Texas
Pvt. Kevin McKay, 24, Canadian Army, Canada
Lance Cpl. Richard Penny, 21, USMC, Arkansas 
Lance Cpl. Christopher Rangel, 22, USMC, Texas
Cpl. Kurt Shea, 21, USMC, Maryland
Spc. Wade Slack, 21, USA, Maine
___________________ 
UPCOMING –
June 27 – Worship & Music Committee


28 – July 1 – Vacation Bible School

July
4 – 10 – Appalachian Ministry Trip


10 – Soup Kitchen


11 – Romer Baptism


11 – Church Council


18 – Stewardship Committee


18 – Holy Land Exploration Meeting 


18 – Patriot Baseball Outing


25 – Bystol Baptism

Aug 14 – Soup Kitchen

Sept. 11 – 9/11 Memorial Eucharist


11 – Soup Kitchen


12 – RALLY DAY – 



   New Orleans Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11 a.m.



   SCS/ Ministry Fair – 9:40 a.m.

___________________
ALTAR FLOWERS

As we head into the summer months, several Sundays do not have anyone signed up for altar flowers.  Why not stop and check the open dates on the Flower Chart in the narthex.  Bouquets are $20 each and you can sign up for one or two.  Following our liturgies, they are taken to the sick, shut ins and folks who are mourning.

___________________
IRAQ/AFGHANISTAN
We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for SPC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now in Afghanistan with the 10th Mountain Division.  We also remember MSGT Gary Felton, a friend of the Raffertys.  We give thanks for the safe return of 1st Lt. Ryan Orbison, a friend of the Novaks.  We also invite your prayers for the Family of Blaine Redding (Cunningham/Blaine) who was killed in Afghanistan 2 weeks ago.  Blaine is from Plattsmouth, Nebraska, Marti Neumann’s home town where she was closest friends with Blaine’s aunt.  Blaine’s funeral was last Tuesday.
For those of you wanting to send a note to Joe, his address is:
Spc. Ellis, Joseph




HHC, 1 BSTB




Camp Mike Spann




APO AE 09368

___________________

SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE – Underway
Doris is now on our summer office schedule, working most weeks, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Should you call the Office at the end of the week and the Pastors are out making calls, please leave a message and they will get back to you when they return.  As always, in emergencies, please call at home. Doris returns to her regular schedule the week of September 7.

___________________
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At last its here!  

Vacation Bible School begins tomorrow with over 65 pupils enrolled.  Please remember our teachers and all our little ones as they gather for this special, learning experience.  Special thanks to Lynne Melhuish who is again coordinating our program this year.
___________________
WELCOME GUESTS
This Friday and Saturday the Family will be hosting 3 dozen guests from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Gastonia, North Carolina.  They will be stopping here on their way to a mission work week in Maine.
___________________
Music Notes
Join us for summer choir as we meet at 8:45 a.m. each Sunday morning for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 a.m. service…A good time to participate and sing our summer service…Interested instrumentalists contact John Girvin ahead of time so that a part may be prepared for you.
__________________
APPALACHIAN TEAM MEMBERS
All Team members are reminded to check their emails for last minute notes before our departure to Tennessee on July 4.  Also, the deadline is now past for Peer Leader Expectation sheets to be returned as well as Medical Forms from all Team members.

___________________
Dear Family of Faith,

Words cannot adequately express the gratitude my family & I have for all your prayers, cards, calls, visits, meals & support you have offered us during my hospitalization & recuperation.  You have been true witnesses to the love of Christ and we are so blessed to be part of this Family of Faith.  I look forward to being back with you in worship soon.







With love,







Karen Remington

___________________
MID – YEAR STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Thank you again to all of you who were able to make a commitment last fall to support the ongoing work of Faith! Your generous pledges combined with the unexpected gifts that have been received through the end of May have amounted to $275,673.  Our budget for the first five months of the year, based on pledge commitments and past year’s experience of unplanned giving was $306,570 which included an expected shortfall of $17,278. However, as of end of May the difference between the budget (what was promised) and what has been received (actual giving against those promises) is $30,896 – substantially greater than the expected $17,278. If giving continues at this level through the end of the year there will be an even larger shortfall. As you may recall, when the budget was accepted, it was agreed that the shortfall would be taken, for this year only, from the amount we had committed as support for the Synod.

Our ministries continue, this month we again supported the local schools and their graduation celebration events.  We’re collecting backpacks for the fall to provide a good start to the school year that many children would otherwise not enjoy.  We’ve extended a call and Pastor Jim has joined us.  Our building is being renovated – the beautiful new kitchen was just completed and additional renovations are currently being presented for approval to proceed. 
As we continue to grow, we continue to depend on your faithful giving to make all of this possible. We’ve undertaken a mid-year pledge campaign to encourage those of you who weren’t able to make a commitment last fall to reconsider your financial situation and to make that commitment now for the remainder of the year.

No matter the amount, we need support from all of our family members! Please join us now and for the remainder of the year as we continue to grow and share God’s love together and with all of the others we serve.

Yours in Christ, 

The Stewardship Committee
___________________ 
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
           

Last Sunday our Family gathered and unanimously approved a Council recommendation that we move ahead with our Ministry Center renovation/construction at a cost not to exceed $2.2 million.  Our Ministry Center Core Team is working with potential contractors and we are hopeful work will begin soon on this final and largest piece of our plans.  Our new heating system is in, our renovated kitchen is ready to go to support our ministry and now the major piece of our work at the worship end of our Ministry Center is set to go.  Our thanks to all whose gifts have made this all possible.  For those of you who have not yet made a commitment to our future, watch for exciting opportunities in the days ahead.  And for a “photo peek” at what is going on, go to www.flc-mc.blogspot.com.
___________________
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         Backpack Drive


Our Family of Faith is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through Community Service Association and our hospitality program.



Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
 6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste



The backpacks are on display in the chancel until they are delivered in time for school.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, September 5.

___________________ 
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Knit, Purl and Pray
[image: image7.wmf]For many years, the members of the Knit, Purl and Pray group have produced hand knitted or crocheted lap robes for the residents of Broadway House and winter scarves for the patrons of St. John’s Soup Kitchen.   We plan to continue these ongoing projects in the year to come, but are looking to expand our outreach into other areas of need.
If you can knit or crochet – or would like to learn how – we are looking for YOU.  Join us to share your talents and ideas for service.
If you are interested in helping or would like more information about the group, please contact Kathy Grubb at 908-347-3151 (smltowngal@aol.com).
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:
“We mysteriously belong together in this creation, and our endlessly dynamic interweaving is full of wonders. The deeper our surrender to God, the more wonderous nature of life appears... one leads to the other." (from Living in the Presence,  by Tilden Edwards, Episcopal priest and  senior fellow/founder, Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation)

       Green Tip

Air conditioning can offer much-needed respite from the heat and can make sweaty nights bearable, but be sensitive to overuse. Turning up the thermostat a few degrees on your AC is a great way to save tons of cash while making the planet a cooler place at the same time.

___________________
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ENTRANCE
On June 3, Jane McCready met with the New Jersey Synod Candidacy Committee and received a unanimous vote granting her a positive Entrance decision into the ELCA Candidacy process.  With this decision and her formal Seminary admission in hand, Jane will begin her studies in Philadelphia in August.  Please keep Jane and her family in your prayers as she begins this new journey.
___________________
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NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM?
We are exploring a trip to the Holy Land in 2011.  If you would be interested in learning more about this possible journey, please email Pastor Mac, sign the interest sheet in the Information Center or call the Church Office.  With over 40 folks now expressing interest, we will hold a preliminary meeting on July 18 right after second service to explore options.
___________________
 
PLAY BALL!
We have an outing to the Somerset Patriots Baseball game on Sunday, July 18 planned.  They are playing the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs at 5:05 and tickets are $10.  If you are interested in joining us, please send your check made payable to “Faith” and marked Patriots or baseball.  We encourage your early response as we have a very limited number of tickets available.  (And yes, this year our seats are behind the protective netting!)
___________________
PARSONAGE VOLUNTEERS
We are gathering the names of folks to help with our parsonage rehab in the coming weeks…cleaners, painters, etc.  If you would like to assist, please sign the sheet in the Information Center.  Contact will be made with volunteers shortly when we are ready to begin work.

___________________ 

Dear Members of Faith:

Thank you so much for your participation in my teddy bear collection for kids at the pediatrics unit at University Hospital in Newark, NJ. The kids appreciated the bears and other animals so much! Thanks for helping me make their hospital experience a more "friendly" one!

Sincerely, Kelsey O'Connor
___________________















