Family Notes
T H I R D  S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
N
ow is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation!  Now we are in the storm, the boat almost swamped; but Jesus is here now, and when we call him he will calm the storm.  Even the wind and waves listen to him as they would to their creator.  We also listen to him and are called to believe in the power of God’s word in him, a power greater than all that we fear.

Pastor Kriesat’s sermon, “Dealing With Storms!” looks at the storms of life and the way we tend to deal with them.

The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship and pastoral care ministry.
Our Lessons:

Job 38:1-11.  At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great suffering Job endures, God finally speaks.  These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of creation, describing God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty.
2 Corinthians 6:1-13.  Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out their missionary work.  Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us but is graciously working for our salvation.
Mark 4:35-41.  Jesus’ calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil and chaos.  The boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid life’s turbulence.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: 
The wind plays a dramatic role in today's readings,  Is God in the wind?  God speaks to Job out of the whirlwind.  But in the gospel reading, Jesus, the Son of God, is oblivious to the dangerous wind that surrounds the boat he sleeps in.  Waves were swamping the boat, surely getting Jesus wet; and yet he slept!  Should we be afraid of the wind?  Was Jesus mentoring faith behavior by sleeping and then by demanding the winds cease their fury?  At the end of the story the disciples were filled with awe by the power Jesus showed by commanding the wind to stop its howling.  Their awe, however, seemed to be inspired by their amazement that even nature (the wind) obeyed this man, Jesus.  When the storms of life attack us, does the power of Jesus' word serve to push back life's storms?"

_________________________________________________ 
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.
Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:00 – Robin Bohnenberger




  9:30 -  Jane McCready
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
4th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                                  Lamentations 3:22-33

                        2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Mark 5:21-43
____________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg


Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen


Ron Waltemyer
John Glass


Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas


Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson


Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss


Jan Siberine
Louise Smith


Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella


Ann Villa
Paul Lutz


Lois Stalo
Jean Bellone


Sandy Olson
Lucas Reiling


Constance Burde
Catherine Sommo


Katie Anderson
Janet Bradley

Curtis D. Kelly
Ed Thelin

Harry Knipp
Jane

Sue
William Mullins

Joanne Toomey
Jack Glynn

Sue Schnepf
Nick Crowley

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Wayne Gourley
Chad Buske

Sandy Fake
Howard Jespersen

Eric Brodbeck
Jean Matthews

Leslie Yingling
Andrew Spero

John Olson
Rachel Coppola

Bert Schaffer
David Burde

Eugene Maraventano
Julie Rivkees

Mary Everson
Joe Valentine

Roberta Crowley
Theri Rossol

Tom MacPherson
Astrid Ahrens
Lerlene Perra
Ila Merchant
Nola Richards
Audrey Kelly
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  
___________________  
More New Beginnings

Christina and I would like to announce the opening of our new music school in West Windsor, NJ starting this September.  Although all current musical programs and activities here at Faith will remain in place, I will be meeting with Pastor and council members regarding an adjustment and re-structuring of my present position, to make better use of all of my available time and effort.  I look forward to continuing our mutual music ministry here for years to come, especially in the exciting time to come as we expand our Ministry Center.





John Girvin
___________________
RALLY DAY

September 13
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

New Orleans Jazz Eucharists

9:40 a.m.

Gala Ministry Fair
and

Sunday School Begins
___________________
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A new logo for our new worship and program theme as we get set for another year of ministry as our program year is set to kick off.  In this special time:
-Council members Dan Seidel and Chris Melhuish and Pastor Mac will be meeting with our Mission Partners in the Ironbound this week to look ahead in our joint ministry;
-Our Stewardship Team met this last week to begin plans for this fall’s Every Member Response program that will get us back to full strength for ministry;
-“Rejoice,” our New Members’ Exploration group met last week and new members will be joining us shortly;
-Our Ministry Center Task Force will shortly be submitting our building papers to the Town;
-Pastor Kriesat continues to provide critical Worship and Pastoral Care Assistance;
-We continue in conversation with the Bishop and the Seminaries about longer range staffing;
-Our new Seniors and Caretaker ministries both met this week with Lyn Nelson; 
-Showtunes has an outing scheduled for July 19 to see Irena’s Vow;
-We are exploring an outing to the Patriots Baseball Team in late summer;
Please continue to remember our Family in this exciting time of new beginnings!
__________________ 
Music Notes
Join us for summer choir continuing today as we meet at 8:45 AM for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 AM service…A good time to participate and sing our new summer service… Interested instrumentalists contact John Girvin ahead of time so that a part may be prepared for you.
___________________ 
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  COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the early fall?  Sign up in the Information Center.   
Upcoming:
September 14 - Open

___________________  
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1170 out of the last 1186 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
[image: image4.wmf]Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

This Year our children collected $2,082.32.
___________________ 
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“Back to Basics”

         Backpack Drive
Faith Lutheran Church is collecting backpacks to deliver to our mission partners in the city, and to local children through Community Service Association and our hospitality program.

Please bring in a backpack filled with the following items:
6 pack of pens (blue or black ink), 6 pack of no. 2 pencils, 12 ct. crayon box, one package of lined notepaper, one package of construction paper, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste

The backpacks will be on display in the chancel until they are delivered in time for school.  Please bring in the items no later than Sunday, September 6.

___________________
 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
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Explore the Wonders of the World!

Join us at Discovery Canyon VBS

Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade

Dates: June 29 to July 2, 2009

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

For more information, call Lynne Melhuish at 908-464-6788.
Come for a week of stories, songs, crafts, and fun!  
SPACE STILL AVAILABLE IN 1ST & 2ND GRADE CLASSES.

___________________
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We’re now on our summer worship schedule. Each week we gather at 8:00 a.m. for a Spoken Eucharistic liturgy, followed by our Sung Summer Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.  And with the schedule change comes your opportunity to share in our Summer Choir on a week by week basis.  Rehearsal is each week at 8:45 a.m. and this is a perfect opportunity for those who have evening schedule problems or who would like to explore this music ministry.

___________________
SHOWTUNES
We’re off to New York right after our second liturgy on Sunday, July 19 to see the 3 p.m. performance of Irena’s Vow, a powerful holocaust drama.  The bus will leave Faith by 11 with an expected arrival in NYC at Noon, leaving you with three free hours for lunch, sightseeing or just enjoying the city.  Following the show, we will leave the City by 5 p.m. with plans to be back by 6 p.m.  Cost for your coach seat and reserved orchestra seat is $109 per person.  Make your check payable to Faith and mark it “Showtunes.”  The week before, Sunday, July 12, Pastor Mac will lead a background session on the play following the second service, beginning at about 10:30.  As always, guests are most welcome to join us for the Show and whether you are attending with us or not, you are invited to the orientation session.
___________________ 
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SPECIAL TIME
This past Monday, Lyn Nelson, for more than 20 years the Director of the Faith Counseling Center, conducted two special sessions for Seniors and for Caregivers.  We are thankful for her ministry among us, and for this caring outreach.
___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Today our summer worship schedule continues…12 of our young people affirmed their faith 3 weeks ago on Pentecost…our new Confirmation Orientation for next year’s program was last week…1st Communion Orientation is next week…Faith Nursery School has just concluded another year of ministry…Rejoice, our Membership Exploration, met 2 weeks ago…our Sunday School Teachers’ Barbecue was 2 weeks ago thanks to Kim & Bob Delatour…it’s still not too late for your gifts to Lutheran Social Ministries…free calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2009-2010 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1170 out of the last 1186 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons… we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,600 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Sgt Justin Duffy, 31, USA, Nebraska
Spc. Chad Edmundson, 20, USANG, Pennsylvania
Lance Cpl. Kieron Hill, 20, British Royal Army, England
Maged Hussein, 43, USA, Egypt
Spc. Christopher Kurth, 21, USA, New Mexico
Spc. Charles Parrish, 23, USA, Alabama
Lance Cpl. Matthew Reza, 27, USMC, Texas
Lance Cpl. Robert Ulmer, 22, USMC, Pennsylvania
___________________ 
ADULT ED

It is that time of year when Pastor is working on next program year’s Adult Ed programs.  As you have suggestions for programs and events, please pass them along to Pastor Mac.  

___________________
UPCOMING –
June 14 – SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS –



Spoken Eucharist - 8:00 a.m.; 



Summer Choir – 8:45 a.m.;



Eucharist – 9:30 a.m. 

14 – Confirmation Orientation


15 – Seniors’ Conversation


15 – Caregivers’ Program


20 – Scotch Plains/Fanwood Recycling


28 – 1st Communion Orientation


29 – July 2 – Vacation Bible School

July   5 – 11 – Appalachian Ministry Week


11 – Soup Kitchen


12 – Showtunes Orientation

13 – Finance Committee


19 – Irena’s Vow
Aug.   8 – Soup Kitchen


10 – Finance Committee


23-30 – Hospitality Program

Sept.  9 – Sanctuary Choir


10 – Staff Meeting


11 – 9/11 Memorial Services –




6:45 a.m. – Spoken in Garden




7:30 p.m. – Candlelight in Sanctuary


12 -  Soup Kitchen


13 – RALLY DAY


New Orleans Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.



9:40 a.m. – SCS/ Ministry Fair
___________________  
RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow as we get closer to summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Christian Thought through the centuries on God’s creation:
“What wages doth the Lord desire of you for his earth that he giveth to you.  ..and all creatures, but that you give him the praises, and the thanks, and the glory;…for nothing you brought into the world, nor nothing shall you take out of the world, but leave all creatures behind as you found them…”.  (from Doctrinal Books by George Fox, 1624-1691, a founder of the Quakers)

       Green Tip 
You can save up to 40% on A/C in the summer and 10% on heating in the winter by managing air flow in your home with a ceiling fan. Check the direction of your ceiling fan to be most effective: set your blade direction as counterclockwise in the summer and clockwise in the winter.

___________________
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ALTAR FLOWERS

As we head into the summer months, several Sundays do not have anyone signed up for altar flowers.  Why not stop and check the open dates on the Flower Chart in the narthex.  Bouquets are $20 each and you can sign up for one or two.  Following our liturgies, they are taken to the sick, shut ins and folks who are mourning.

___________________
SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE – Underway
Doris is now on our summer office schedule, working most weeks, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Should you call the Office at the end of the week and the Pastor is out making calls, please leave a message and he will get back to you when he returns.  As always, in emergencies, please call at home.   Doris returns to her regular schedule the week of September 13.

___________________















