Family Notes
 T H I R D   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T    
I
n Deuteronomy Moses tells the people not only to bind the words of God on their heart and soul, but also to obey the commandments of the Lord.  In the Gospel Jesus challenges his disciples not only to hear his words but to act on them.  We ground our lives on the Good News that we are justified by faith, and we respond with works of love for the sake of the world.  From the Lord’s table we go forth to see our faith grow on the firm foundation of God’s grace and mercy for all the human family.  Today we commemorate Justin (c. 165), martyr at Rome, an important thinker and teacher in the early church.

Pastor Mac’s sermon, “It’s About Choices,” reminds us of the wonderful opportunities God gives us to live our faith.
The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our Lessons:

Deuteronomy 11:18-21, 26-28.  Moses invites Israel to respond to God’s grace with a way of life characterized by obedience and to pass the way of life on from parent to child.  Writing the commandments on the doorpost of one’s house (mezuzah) is still observed by Jews today.  Living the life of faith has profound consequences for the well-being of the human family.
Romans 1:16-17; 3:22b-28. The heart of Romans is set forth in these verses.  The Gospel is God’s power at work for the salvation of people who come to faith.  It restores us to righteousness and right relationships.  Humans were united in sin but are now united in divine liberation from sin accomplished in the faithful death of Jesus Christ, to which we respond with faith.
Matthew 7:21-29.  Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount with harsh words for those who call him Lord but do not do the will of his Father.  The wise person hears his words and acts on them.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

The common theme running through our lessons today is that life is about choices.  In our first lesson, Moses tells the people of Israel that God’s word is a gift to be shared in its fullness.  And that when the people walk with the word, their life is filled with the blessing of God.  And when they want to let their sin direct them, there are troubled days ahead.  Our lesson from Romans continues this theme and reminds us that it is the Gospel of Christ alone that saves us and brings us back, when in our sin we wander away from God.  And as our Gospel ends the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reminds us that life is indeed about choices…and consequences.
_________________________________________________   
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.
Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Ryan Schetelich
Dorothy Kauff


Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Bob Peterson

Ron Waltemyer
Sandy Lionetti

John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Dolores Treich
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Evelyn Callahan
Harry Knipp

Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss

Jan Siberine
Louise Smith

Kieran Harrington
Ruth Van Zyl

Ali Wilks
Jay Engelken

Dennis Callahan
John Christiansen

Gerry Smith
John Chirichella

Charles Pazdera
Karen Corby Brooks

Ann Villa
Max Clapcich

Meg Stoyle Corby
Ferman & Betty Jespersen

Christopher Siebelts
Frank Wasilak

Bob Cifelli
Dick Anderson

Ruth Bauer
Mel Oxenreider, Sr

Mary Curran
Paul Lutz

Donald Clifford
Cecil Jones

Kerri Mullen
Phil Harrington, Sr.

Joe Valentine
Benjamin Hyman

John Barcalow
Lois Stalo

Tommy Semiz
Catherine Colista

Michelle Kaas
Evan Finn

Connie Early
Kelsey O’Connor
Elizabeth McNally
Walter Boll

The Family of Paul Meinschein
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
TRAVEL????
Our Family has followed the journey of faith from the Holy Land, to Greece and Turkey, to Italy and Switzerland, to Germany and Austria, to England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland in the last decade and a half.  We’re now looking at possibilities for a new trip next summer, please sign up in the Information Center.  If we have enough folks interested in traveling, we will offer some specific options and see if we have enough folks to make the journey.
___________________
FRANKLIN AND ELSIE NELSON

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
DEADLINE – TODAY!
In 1993, Franklin Nelson established an endowment fund at Faith for the sole purpose of providing an annual educational scholarship.  This year the scholarship award is approximately $2000.  This award will be provided to a student with demonstrative need.  Eligible students are described in the following prioritized characterizations:

1. A student of Faith Lutheran Church who is pursuing a professional church vocation under the guidance of the New Jersey Synod ELCA;

2. A student of Faith Lutheran Church who is pursuing a degree at any ELCA College or University;

3. A student of the NJ Synod ELCA, who is pursuing a degree at an ELCA College or University, or a professional church vocation under the guidance of the NJ Synod ELCA.

Students interested in applying for this scholarship should contact Pastor Mac as soon as possible.  The deadline for applications is June 1.

___________________ 
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COFFEE


HOUR

Join us for this time of fellowship each week at 9:40 a.m. in Franklin Nelson Hall.  Register in the Information Center to host an upcoming Sunday.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Faith Nursery School Teachers.
Upcoming:
June 8 – Beth Bertolini

Our sign up sheet is out if you would like to choose one of our Fall dates.
___________________ 
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WEDDING PRAYERS

Today we remember Deanne Buffalari and Daniel Tennant who were married yesterday in Cambridge Springs, Pa.  God’s blessings as this young couple begins their married life together.
___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

  4th Sunday after Pentecost
  
                               Hosea 5:15—6:6

                        Romans 4:13-25

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
____________________  

Music Notes
The hymns today are certainly among the most joyous ones to be found in the ELW hymnal…please sing them with full voices!...Our first communion hymn is from the Taizé tradition, ubi caritas…Our Faith Bell Ringers will be playing next on June 8th, as they complete their ringing season…Summer choir begins on June 15th… interested singers should meet at 8:45 AM for a short rehearsal for the days anthem…the sung service begins at 9:30 AM…this choir is open to all from Grade 6 through adults.

___________________
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Mark your calendars!  Sunday, June 22, 2008 from 11am to 2 pm we will be having a celebration in honor of Faith’s 110th Anniversary!  Come out for an afternoon of food, games, prizes, crafts, activities and fun for all ages.  Sign up in the information center.  If you can assist with set up, games, crafts, group activities, face painting, temporary tattoos, food or clean up, please call Robin Bohnenberger at 908-868-0704.
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Sgt. William Mattegat, Diane Blancuzzi’s nephew, Spc. Wesley Bornemann, Ginny Sauerborn’s nephew, and Col. Greg Biernacki, a friend of Beth & John Bertolini.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible. 

___________________ 

 
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

TODAY - “Thanks Debbie” – Plan on joining us for this time of thanksgiving for the ministry of Debbie Lewis, founding Director of Faith Nursery School 20 plus years ago.

UPCOMING:

June 8 – “Time to Give Thanks” – Time for thanks for a rich education ministry that looks back in thanksgiving and forward in anticipation.

___________________  

AA
The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________ 
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1118 out of the last 1132 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
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Vacation Bible School
June 30 – July 3
In just 4 weeks our Rainforest Adventure begins.  At this point our registration is closed although there is a wait list in case we have cancellations.  It looks like we will have a big gathering with almost 50 children.  CRAFTS, GAMES, BIBLE LESSONS, MUSIC, AND GENERAL SILLINESS—what fun it will be!  For further information, contact our coordinator, Katie Lichtenberger, at 908-286-1094.
___________________

DID YOU KNOW…
new members will be received shortly…the NJ Synod Assembly is this coming Thursday to Saturday our Jewish/Christian Dialogue & New Members Exploration were both 3 weeks ago…Daytime Bible Study concluded this week…2 year calendars are now available in the narthex…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1118 out of the last 1132 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,100 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Pvt. Matthew Brown, 20, USA, Pennsylvania
Lance Cpl. Casey Casanova, 22, USMC, Mississippi
Sgt. Victor Cota, 33, USA, Arizona
Pfc. Ara Deysie, 18, USA, Arizona 
Cpl. Jessica Ellis, 24, USA, Oregon
Spc. Joseph Ford, 23, USANG, Indiana
Spc. Alex Gonzalez, 21, USA, Texas
Cpl. Miguel Guzman, 21, USMC, California
Cpl. Zurab Gvenetadze, USA, Georgia
Spc. Mary Jaenichen, 20, USA, California
Sgt. Isaac Palomarez, 26, USA, Colorado
Pfc. Aaron Ward, 29, USA, California
___________________ 
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2007-2008 SCS Stewardship Project

All offerings collected by the children in SCS will be helping children in Mexico through ELCA World Hunger.  For every $10 collected, a chick is purchased for a village in rural Mexico.  Agricultural Education accompanies the poultry.  This program has been a huge success over the past decades – providing economic stability to families.

To Date:  $2,363.88 or 236 chicks have been purchased.  

___________________
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more than a house…a home

Our next visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, is Tuesday, June 10th.  

Anyone who would like to join us for a visit to Broadway House is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center. 

We will continue to collect new puzzle books and your donations of magazines.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Any questions or for information on ways that you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________  
Study Time
This Week
Pastor Mac will be in Europe from June 4-18 for a special Holocaust study program that will travel east from Amsterdam, visiting every major concentration camp and site of Nazi historical significance.  Led by Cor Suijk, a member of the Dutch Underground and a holocaust survivor, the study will travel through Holland, Germany, Poland, Austria and the Czech Republic.  Resources from this program will be used here in Faith, in the Synod and in Pastor’s teaching ministry at the College of St. Elizabeth and at Drew University.
___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.

   Serving today are:
  8:30 – Cliff Auchter





11:00 – Phil Harrington
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
BACK TO SCHOOL
THIS WEEK
During the first two weeks of June, Pastor Walt will be heading back to Union Seminary in Richmond for the second of his Doctor of Ministry Seminars.  This course of study will be focusing on the interaction between faith and culture.  In particular, an emphasis will be placed on the role of the sacraments.  Washed in the waters of baptism, fed by Christ’s presence at God’s Table, Christians are strengthened to live out their discipleship in the places of our daily lives.  Pastor has recently completed a directed study on core community values which are fostered at the Eucharist table.  This class was the third one that Pastor has completed in a course of study that consists of nine courses.
___________________ 
LARGE PRINT
Large print copies of our Sunday liturgy are available on request.  Please speak with an usher or one of the Pastors.

___________________
MEMORIAL SERVICES

On Saturday, June 21 at 1 p.m., the Family will gather for a Memorial Resurrection Liturgy for Pastor Russell Swanson, who served our parish for more than two decades, leaving for a new call in Arizona in 1982.  We remember Donna and all their family at this special time.

On Sunday, June 22 at 2 p.m., the Pastors will lead a Memorial Resurrection Liturgy for Paul Meinschein at Crane’s Mill in Caldwell, New Jersey.  A long time member of Faith, Paul served our Family as both a Council Member and Treasurer at a critical time in our parish history.  Notes of condolence can be sent to his daughter Pastor Cheryl Meinschein Hausman and her husband Rich at 7756 Claussville Road, Orefield, NJ 18069. 

___________________

  

 GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought

From the ELCA Statement “Caring for Creation”:
We recognize, however, the many ways we have broken ranks with creation. The land and its inhabitants are often disenfranchised by the rich and powerful. The degradation of the environment occurs where people have little or no voice in decisions -- because of racial, gender, or economic discrimination. This degradation aggravates their situation and swells the numbers of those trapped in urban or rural poverty.

How are the land and its inhabitants disenfranchised in your local area?

Green Tip

Change the AC Filter

Clean or replace dirty air conditioner filters as recommended. This will save you money and reduce pollution created by generation of electricity.
Green Opportunity  Farmers’ Markets

Farmers’ Markets around New Jersey will open soon (usually the last week of May or first week of June) and offer fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, meat, cheese, flowers, baked goods, beverages, fish etc… The benefit to you of consuming truly farm-fresh produce is better nutrition and taste.  The benefit to the environment of consuming locally-grown food is reduced pollution to bring the food to the purchaser.  The benefit to the farmer is a higher proportion of the food price going directly to the producer, instead of to middlemen, resulting in less rural poverty, which is higher than the national average.  To locate a Farmers’ Market near you, see www.localharvest.org, which lists Farmers’ Markets across the country, or www.state.nj.us/jerseyfresh/searches/urban.htm, a website sponsored by the NJ Department of Agriculture. 

___________________ 
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PICTURE PLEASE


We’re set to begin production of our new, Family pictorial directory.  Pictures will be taken at church June 1-4 and June 28-30, and will be available in plenty of time to be shared as Christmas gifts.  To make your appointment now, go to our church website at www.famfaith.org, go to the right sidebar and click the link to make your appointment OR you can return your appointment sheet from our special mailing.  If you have questions or would like to help with this project, please contact our coordinator, Kristin Clapcich at 908-753-1163.

___________________
SYNOD ASSEMBLY

This Thursday through Saturday, the New Jersey Synod gathers in Assembly in East Brunswick.  Representing our Family of Faith will be Council President Phil Harrington and Council Secretary Lois Rafferty.  We pray for them, Bishop Riley and all the congregations and ministries of our Synod at this special time.
___________________
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  Summer Worship

We switch to our summer worship schedule in 2 weeks on Sunday, June 15.  Each week we gather at 8:00 a.m. for a Spoken Eucharistic liturgy, followed by our Sung Summer Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.  And with the schedule change comes your opportunity to share in our Summer Choir on a week by week basis.  Rehearsal is each week at 8:45 a.m. and this is a perfect opportunity for those who have evening schedule problems or who would like to explore this music ministry.

___________________ 
[image: image8.wmf]Spring Food Collection

for St. John’s Food Pantry, Newark
LAST WEEK
Last year, we learned that the food pantry at St. John’s gets very low on items during the summer months.  In an effort to help, we collected over $1500.00 in designated food products to help stock their pantry shelves. 

Again, this year we have learned from St. John’s Food Pantry Coordinator, Barbara Moran, about a need for some specific items.  We will be conducting the food collection from now through Sunday, June 8.  The items needed are as follows: 

Stove Top Stuffing, Canned Vegetables, Canned Gravy, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Chicken Broth, Beef Broth, Canned Soups, Deodorant, Soap

Please note that these are the only items being accepted at this time.  Please return your bag to the designated area by June 8th.  We will be transporting collected items on the days that we host Soup Kitchen at St. John’s.  Our Peer Leader Hunger Servant Ministry Team is lending their support to this worthy effort.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy Rowan at 908-604-2116.  Thanks in advance for your help in providing food for those less fortunate.
___________________ 
ARC Group Home
Our thanks to all our volunteers and our coordinator, Cliff Auchter, for our clean up during last week at our Group Home on Possum Way.
___________________

BOSNIA BOUND
Last Day
This summer, Christian and Karen Berk will be participating in a Synod servant trip to Bosnia.  They will be traveling with a group of 30 people working and playing with children that live in communities that experienced some of the worst war has to offer.  The Bosnia International Servant Trip (IST) brings to the children of Bosnia the reconciling love of Jesus Christ through its ministry of healing, hope and peace…
….healing from the wars of the 1990’s and their tragic aftermath.
…hope for a future in which all Bosnia’s children live together, Muslim, Serb and Croat.
…peace in Bosnia, the Balkans and the whole world.
Since its inception in 1999, over 10,000 children have been directly served by “Friendship Camps.”  This summer Bosnia IST will host camps in 16 schools that give us the opportunity to share God’s love through singing, games, therapeutic art and music activities, diversity training, lots of love, hugs and fun!  Below is a list of supplies needed to run the Friendship Camps.  All sports equipment is left at the school for the children to enjoy for days to come.   Please donate if you are able, (only new items please):  deflated Basketballs, Basketball nets, deflated Soccer Balls, deflated Volley Balls, Volley Ball Nets, Ball pumps and needles, deflated Beach Balls and Jump Ropes.  Today is the deadline for this collection.  
___________________
UPCOMING –
June
1 – Worship & Music Committee


2 – Staff Worship Planning


5 – 7 – N.J. Synod Assembly


9 – Staff Worship Planning


9 – Finance Committee


10 – Broadway House Visit


10 – Council


11 – FNS Closing Program


11 – Sanctuary Choir Fellowship


12 – FNS Closing Program


13 – FNS Closing Program


15 – Summer Schedule Begins


15 – Hospitality Team Meeting


16 – Staff Worship Planning


17 – Carpenter’s Carvers


21 – Pastor Swanson Memorial

22 – Blancuzzi Baptism

22 – Anniversary Family Picnic

22 – Paul Meinschein Memorial 

30 – Staff Worship Planning

30 – July 3 – Vacation Bible School

___________________
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