Family Notes
T H E   D A Y   O F   P E N T E C O S T  
O
n the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through whom and in whom the people of God are created and re-created.  Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s birthday; but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism.  Ezekiel’s vision shows the Spirit resurrecting and re-creating not just individuals but a whole people.  Romans makes it clear that God is in the process of re-creating the entire cosmos; yet the Spirit is also at work in the most intimate and personal way, praying in us “with sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to pray.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “The Book of Life,” reminds us of God’s Holy Spirit that is constantly bringing new life to each of us and to all of us.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship ministry.
Our Lessons:

Acts 2:1-21.  Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover.  On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied.  Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple languages.
Romans 8:22-27.  By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life so that we await God’s future in hope.  In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to God.
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15.  When speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and described the difference the Spirit would make in their lives and in the world..
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: 
Our lessons today are all about the Holy Spirit and how it works in God’s people and in God’s Church.  Acts tells the story of the first Pentecost when the Spirit of God came and gathered and empowered the Church.  Romans tells us of the Spirit’s constant help in our weakness.  And our Gospel from John shares Jesus’ promise shortly before his death that he will send the Spirit that will give life to God’s people.
Our Pentecost Celebration is enriched today as we thank God for the young people of our community who will be affirming their baptismal vows at the 11:00 a.m. liturgy.  We thank God for the work of the Spirit in:

Nicole Baldassare, Eric Bland, Rachel Bohnenberger, Steven Bronocco, Kelly Carroll,  Andrew Chirachella,
Michael Clapcich, Nicholas Crowley, Emma Galgano, Jason Ross, Charles Scott, Erik Wehner
Today we also share thanks for Mark Olson and Dee Tamburro who serve as our lay catechists, our Stitchery group which prepared our Confirmation plaques, and all our Sunday School teachers who share the Gospel with our confirmands.
_________________________________________________ 
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 

VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1167 out of the last 1183 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________  
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL MINISTRIES

Two weeks ago was Lutheran Social Ministries Sunday in our Family.  This arm of our Church which ministers to the very young, the very old and the very fragile, continues to expand its ministry in our Synod.  From operating nursing and residential homes, to refugee resettlement and adoption services, they constantly seek new ways to make Christ’s love known.  Our own Phil Harrington and Bill McCracken serve on the LSM Board with Bill serving as its Chairperson, and Peter McQuaid serves on the Board of the LSM Foundation. Share your gift in a pew envelope marked “LSM”.

Gifts after two Sundays total $1,285.
___________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss

Jan Siberine
Louise Smith

Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Paul Lutz

Lois Stalo
Jean Bellone

Sandy Olson
Lucas Reiling

Constance Burde
Catherine Sommo

Katie Anderson
Pauline Hummel

Janet Bradley
Curtis D. Kelly

Ed Thelin
Matt, Diane & Luke Evangelista

Gerry Cleaves
Harry Knipp

Jane
Sue

William Mullins
Joanne Toomey

Jack Glynn
Sue Schnepf

Karen Bloomquist
Nick Crowley

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Wayne Gourley
Chad Buske

Sandy Fake
Howard Jespersen

Eric Brodbeck
Jean Matthews

Leslie Yingling
Andrew Spero

John Olson
Rachel Coppola

Bert Schaffer
David Burde

Eugene Maraventano
Julie Rivkees

Mary Everson
Joe Valentine
Roberta Crowley

The Family of Anna McQuaid
The Family of Jim Volden

The Family of Pastor Clifford Rhode

The Family of Dr. Franklin Littel

The Family of Clifford Johnson
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
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___________________ 
  COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the coming weeks?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Thanks to today’s hosts, Audrey Kelly & Dan Seidel. 

Upcoming:
June 7 – Bea Woodruff & Emily Deats
September 14 - Open

___________________  

HELP FOR CHILD SOLDIERS TO BEGIN ANEW

Four weeks ago we had a powerful program on the Child Soldiers of Sierra Leone at which time our speaker, Mohamed, told the story of those who had helped him begin his life anew.  Several folks had asked about the organization that was primarily responsible and he has been kind enough to share the following contact.  It is www.us.iearn.org.

IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  We share particular thanks for the recent safe return of Emma Clark, Beth Bertolini’s niece.  

___________________ 
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NEW BEGINNINGS

Much is happening in our Family during this time of New Beginnings.
-Pastor Kriesat continues to provide critical leadership in our worship life.
-Our Ministry Center Task Force is moving full speed ahead with a special congregational forum planned on June 7 and the expectation of submitting our papers to the Town soon after.
-Pastor Mac continues in dialogue with Bishop Riley and the Seminary regarding longer range staffing.
-New ministries are underway with our Seniors and with Caregivers both of which have new sessions scheduled in June..
-We have begun a wonderful new relationship with a new Mission Partner, Grace Community Church in the Ironbound of Newark, a dynamic bilingual (Portuguese and English) community.  Pastor Moacir Weirich joined us to preach and lead Adult Forum 4 weeks ago.
Remember our Family in this exciting time as we celebrate the Spirit’s stirring in our midst.
__________________ 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY
This Friday and Saturday the New Jersey Synod will be meeting in Assembly in East Brunswick.  Attending from our Family will be Lois Rafferty, Larry Holt, Pastor Kriesat and Pastor Mac.  We ask that you keep our Bishop and all the Synod in your prayers this week.  Coincidentally, Bishop Riley will be meeting with our Council at their June meeting to share thanks for the Family’s support of the ministries of the wider church.
​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________
  ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

Today – A Time of New Beginnings – Share this special time as we rejoice at the gifts of our confirmands and give thanks for the ministry of our Peer Leaders.

June 7 – Next Steps for our Ministry Center and Sunday School Closing Program - Be with us for this two part program as we hear a wonderful Council presentation on the pending construction on our Ministry Center.  We are hopeful of having our construction approvals in the next little bit with work to begin thereafter.  Celebrate this great day with us as we move ahead.  And at the end of our morning, we will honor our Sunday School pupils and their teachers as another year of their educational ministry comes to a close.
___________________ 
Music Notes
Today our Sanctuary Choir leads us at both services… guests are Max Morden, trumpet, Eric Borhgi, timpani and percussion, and  member David Bronocco, trombone… thanks to the Faith Bell Ringers for their music today, including playing for the first time with us on the Hymn of Praise from ELW Setting 2…our choir sings today a hymn from the Tanzanian tradition, Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema  (Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading)… the opening hymn today uses text by Lutheran theologian Herman Stuempfle, Jr., set to a very familiar hymn tune… Next week our choir completes it’s regular program year…join us for summer choir starting on June 14th, as we meet at 8:45 AM for a short rehearsal in preparation for the 9:30 AM service.

___________________ 
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       more than a house…a home
Our next regular group visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, June 9th.  Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.     

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
[image: image6.wmf]Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

To Date:  Our children have collected:  $2,020.32.

___________________ 

SHOWTUNES
We are exploring the possibility of traveling to New York on an early summer Sunday to see Irena’s Vow, a powerful new Holocaust play.  If you might be interested in joining us, please register in the Information Center or call the Church Office.

___________________ 
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CAREGIVERS ALERT
 
You’re invited to join Lyn Nelson, Director of the Faith Counseling Center for more than 20 years and Pastor Mac, for our next special program on Monday, June 15 at 7:30.  Be with us for Comfort and Care for Caregivers, as we continue our exploration of the challenges of caring for older parents and relatives.  A time to explore support among others with common experiences and time to see how our Family of Faith can be supportive.  Ps…cake and coffee too!     To help us plan, please register by email or in the Information Center.
___________________
 
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Dee Tamburro




11:00 – Larry Holt
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow as we get closer to summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.
___________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
The Holy Trinity
  
                                  Isaiah 6:1-8

                        Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17
____________________ 

TIME AND TALENT
 





Have you returned your Time and Talent commitment sheet, a way to indicate where you would like to share your gifts as we move ahead in this time of new beginnings.  Please return your commitment sheet at your earliest convenience and if you need information about any of the areas listed, please give the church office a call.  We look forward to a growing involvement by Family members in this exciting new time.  Additional sheets are available in the narthex.

___________________ 

AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the Festival of Pentecost – 12 of our young people will be affirming their faith today at the 11:00 liturgy …our Staff was on Retreat 3 weeks ago…our Jewish Christian Dialogue was 3 weeks ago…our Spring Sing at Broadway House was last Tuesday…our Spring Food Collection continues today…our Group Home Clean Up and Recycling days were 2 weeks ago…free calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2009-2010 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1167 out of the last 1183 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Spc. Omar Albrak, 21, USA, Illinois
Spc. Jacob Barton, 20, USA, Missouri
Cpl. Sean Binnie, 22, Royal Regiment of Scotland, Scotland
Lt. Mark Evison, 26, Welsh Guards, England
Sgt. Christian Bueno-Galdos, 25, USA, Paterson, N.J.
Maj. Matthew Houseal, 54, USA, Texas
Cpl. Ryan McGhee, 21, USA, Virginia
Cpl. Kumar Pun, 31, Royal Gurkha Rifles, Nepal
Sergeant Ben Ross, 34, Royal Military Police, Wales
Spc. Lukasz Saczek, 23, USANG, Illinois
Commander Charles Springle, 52, USA,North Carolina
Pfc. Michael Yates, Jr., 19, USA, Maryland

___________________ 
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SENIORS ALERT
 
Join Lyn Nelson, Director of the Faith Counseling Center for more than 20 years and Pastor Mac, on Monday, June 15 at 1:30 for a special program, Coffee, Cake and Caring, a special time to continue our conversation about the challenges of getting older and the resources and opportunities that are also present at this time in life.  Time to explore ways we can support each other and how our Family of Faith can be supportive.  To help us plan, please register by email or in the Information Center.
___________________
UPCOMING –
May 31 – PENTECOST: 
Affirmation of Baptism-11 a.m.

June   1 – Staff Worship Planning


  4 – 6 – NJ Synod Assembly


  6 – SCS Teachers’ Barbecue


  7 – Worship & Music Committee Meeting


  7 – VBS Meeting


  7 – Spring Food Collection Ends


  9 – Broadway House


  9 – Cabinet


  9 – Council


10 – FNS Closing Program


10 – “Rejoice” – Membership Exploration Group


11 – FNS Closing Program


12 – FNS Closing Program 


13 – Soup Kitchen


14 – SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS –



Spoken Eucharist - 8:00 a.m.; 



Summer Choir – 8:45 a.m.;



Eucharist – 9:30 a.m. 

14 – Confirmation Orientation


15 – Seniors’ Conversation


15 – Caregivers’ Program


20 – Scotch Plains/Fanwood Recycling


28 – 1st Communion Orientation


29 – July 2 – Vacation Bible School

July   5 – 11 – Appalachian Ministry Week


11 – Soup Kitchen


13 – Finance Committee


14 – Council 

___________________  
 
  

REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting Wednesday, June 10.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with Pastor today or call the Church Office.

___________________  
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Explore the Wonders of the World!

Join us at Discovery Canyon VBS

Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade

Dates: June 29 to July 2, 2009

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

For more information, call Lynne Melhuish at 908-464-6788.
Come for a week of stories, songs, crafts, and fun!  
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 1ST. 
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Martin Luther’s statements on God’s creation: It is God who creates, effects, and preserves all things through God’s almighty power.

Green Opportunity: Volunteer at the Fanwood-ScotchPlains Recycling Center – Faith is now a volunteer organization at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Center.  Our next opportunity to serve there is Saturday, June 20th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event is open to all members, including youth, and confirmation credits are available. Contact John Everson at jeverson@ssdc.orgor (908) 322-4129 for more information. Sign up in the information center.
___________________
FRANKLIN AND ELSIE NELSON

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
In 1993, Franklin Nelson established an endowment fund at Faith for the sole purpose of providing an annual educational scholarship.  This year the scholarship award is approximately $2000.  This award will be provided to a student with demonstrative need.  Eligible students are described in the following prioritized characterizations:

1. A student of Faith Lutheran Church who is pursuing a professional church vocation under the guidance of the New Jersey Synod ELCA;

2. A student of Faith Lutheran Church who is pursuing a degree at any ELCA College or University;

3. A student of the NJ Synod ELCA, who is pursuing a degree at an ELCA College or University, or a professional church vocation under the guidance of the NJ Synod ELCA.

Students interested in applying for this scholarship should contact Pastor Mac as soon as possible.  The deadline for applications is June 7.

___________________
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 
We begin our Summer Worship Schedule in just two weeks on June 14.  Each week we worship with a SPOKEN EUCHARIST at 8 a.m. and then at 9:30 we gather for our SUNG EUCHARISTIC LITURGY.  This summer we introduce a wonderful new summer liturgy that while new will be familiar and engaging.  And each week at 8:45 our Summer Choir rehearses for the 9:30 liturgy.  This is a great opportunity for you to share in our music ministry for a short time on a week by week basis with no long term commitment.  If you would like more information, please contact Dr. Girvin.

___________________ 
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for St. John’s Food Pantry, Newark
LAST CALL
Last year, we learned that the food pantry at St. John’s gets very low on items during the summer months.  In an effort to help, we collected over $1500.00 in designated food products to help stock their pantry shelves. 

Again, this year we have learned from St. John’s Food Pantry Coordinator, Barbara Moran, about a need for some specific items.  We will be conducting the food collection from now through Sunday, June 7.  The items needed are as follows: 

Stove Top Stuffing, Canned Vegetables, Canned Gravy, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Soups, Salt, Sugar, Ground Black Pepper, Garlic Powder, Deodorant, Bar Soap, NEW Men’s White Crew Socks.
Please note that these are the only items being accepted at this time.  Please return your bag to the designated area by June 7th.  We will be transporting collected items on the days that we host Soup Kitchen at St. John’s.  Our Peer Leader Hunger Servant Ministry Team is lending their support to this worthy effort.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy Rowan at 908-604-2116.  Thanks in advance for your help in providing food for those less fortunate.

___________________ 
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry each Sunday at 9:40 a.m. All high school youth are invited to share in the special ministry.

Upcoming:

5/31 – “A Time of New Beginnings” – Confirmands/ 









Peer Leaders
6/7 – Join Adult Forum 
___________________
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