Family Notes
S I X T H   S U N D A Y   O F   E A S T E R 
CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!

T
his Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship.  We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s Gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.  Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us.  The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.  This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
Pastor Kriesat’s sermon, “Living as Friends,” shows friendship is never easy; Jesus sets a high standard in his friendship with us.
We celebrate the joy and hope of Easter with changes in our liturgy.

· Our paraments are white

· Our cross is undraped

· We use our full liturgy, except the Kyrie
· Our new Paschal Candle burns

The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship ministry.
Our Lessons:

Acts 10:44-48.  Peter preaches to the household of Cornelius, all Gentiles, and witnesses the descent of the Holy Spirit and offers baptism to the first non-Jewish converts to Christianity.
1 John 5:1-6.  John shows us the true measure of belief – the love for God that results in obeying God’s commandments.
John 15:9-17.  As he prepares for his crucifixion, Jesus offers the assembled disciples the key to their life together.  Once he is gone: they are to love one another.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:  

The church is called to be an apostolic community that dwells in the new commandment of Christ.  Our lessons show us the intimate relationship between love, friendship and the commandment of God.

_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 

VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1165 out of the last 1181 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL MINISTRIES

Today is Lutheran Social Ministries Sunday in our Family.  This arm of our Church which ministers to the very young, the very old and the very fragile, continues to expand its ministry in our Synod.  From operating nursing and residential homes, to refugee resettlement and adoption services, they constantly seek new ways to make Christ’s love known.  Our own Phil Harrington and Bill McCracken serve on the LSM Board with Bill serving as its Chairperson, and Peter McQuaid serves on the Board of the LSM Foundation. Share your gift in a pew envelope marked “LSM”.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss

Jan Siberine
Louise Smith

Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Paul Lutz

Lois Stalo
Jean Bellone

Sandy Olson
Lucas Reiling

Constance Burde
Joan Schutz

Jacob George
John Bellone

Catherine Sommo
Bill Ellis

Donna Whitaker
Ernie

Katie Anderson
Pauline Hummel

Fred Fiesenthaler
June Anderson

Janet Bradley
Curtis D. Kelly

Don Eisle
Donna Moody

Fran Ciccione
Ed Thelin

Joanne Toomey
Bill Shortes

Matt, Diane & Luke Evangelista
Gerry Cleaves

Harry Knipp
Jane

Sue
William Mullins

Joanne Toomey
Anna McQuaid

Jack Glynn
Sue Schnepf

Karen Bloomquist
Nick Crowley

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Wayne Gourley
Chad Buske

Sandy Fake
Howard Jespersen

Eric Brodbeck
Jean Matthews

Leslie Yingling
Andrew Spero

John Olson
Rachel Coppola

Bert Schaffer
David Burde

Eugene Maraventano

The Family of Katie Colista
The Family of Bernard McGuffin

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  We share particular thanks for the safe return of Emma Clark, Beth Bertolini’s niece, this week.  

___________________ 

JEWISH CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE
Our decade long conversation continued here last Thursday, as we welcomed Rabbi Friedman and our sisters and brothers from the Summit Jewish Community Center.   Our program this year was “What Do Our Faith Traditions Say to the Economic Crisis?”  Thanks to Audrey Kelly for coordinating our refreshments.
___________________


NEW BEGINNINGS

Much is happening in our Family during this time of New Beginnings.
-Pastor Kriesat continues to provide critical leadership in our worship life.
-Our Ministry Center Task Force is moving full speed ahead with a special congregational forum planned on June 7.
-Pastor Mac continues in dialogue with Bishop Riley and the Seminary regarding longer range staffing.
-New ministries are underway with our Seniors and with Caregivers.
-We have begun a wonderful new relationship with a new Mission Partner, Grace Community Church in the Ironbound of Newark, a dynamic bilingual (Portuguese and English) community.  Pastor Moacir Weirich joined us to preach and lead Adult Forum 3 weeks ago.
Remember our Family in this exciting time as we celebrate the Spirit’s stirring in our midst.
__________________ 
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  COFFEE


HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the coming weeks?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Thanks to today’s hosts, Diana Bjorge & Don Treich.
.Upcoming:
May 24 – Open 

May 31 – Open

June 7 - Open

___________________  

  ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum resumes its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

Today – Journey of Faith – Join us for this special Holocaust observance as Pastor Mac continues his “journey of faith” across Europe, exploring the shoah and the church.

May 24 – Theologians Under Hitler – Our annual Holocaust observance continues with this provocative look at three of the greatest Christian scholars of the 20th century who sold their souls to Hitler.

May 31 – A Time of New Beginnings – Share this special time as we rejoice at the gifts of our confirmands and give thanks for the ministry of our Peer Leaders.

June 7 – Next Steps for our Ministry Center and Sunday School Closing Program - Be with us for this two part program as we hear a wonderful Council presentation on the pending construction on our Ministry Center.  We are hopeful of having our construction approvals in the next little bit with work to begin thereafter.  Celebrate this great day with us as we move ahead.  And at the end of our morning, we will honor our Sunday School pupils and their teachers as another year of their educational ministry comes to a close.
___________________ 
Music Notes
Today we are led in worship by our Women’s Ensemble…May 31st, Pentecost, our Sanctuary Choir, Faith Bell Ringers, Brass and Timpani accompany our celebration… Tuesday, May 26, sees a group of singers visiting Broadway House in Newark…interested? Contact Jane McCready for more info, or call the church office…  the Sanctuary Choir continues to receive new members… we have welcomed eight new singers since last September... Rehearsals on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 PM.
___________________ 
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Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

To Date:  Our children have collected:  $1,948.08.

___________________ 

APPALACHIAN ORIENTATION DINNER
Tomorrow
 
A reminder to Team members that our Orientation Dinner is tomorrow, Monday, May 18 at 6:30 p.m.  If you have not done so already, please RSVP to Pastor Mac today.
___________________
Seeking the Waters of Life

This special course is designed for those adults who have not yet been baptized but wish to explore their faith in a Christian context.  In non-threatening, informal sessions, we will look at the gift of baptism and living out that baptism within a Christian community.  If you, or someone you know, could benefit from this baptism exploration opportunity, please let Pastor Mac know.

___________________ 
 Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
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BROADWAY HOUSE 
       more than a house…a home
                  THIS WEEK

Our next group visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be THIS, Tuesday, May 19th.   Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.     

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________ 
SAY AMEN!
Our thanks to our choir and instrumentalists who did “double duty” 2 weeks ago to lead our glorious, Easter Gospel Liturgies.  What a special day and what awesome music.  And our special thanks to Dr. Girvin for putting this wonderful Easter celebration together for us.  What an awesome gift.  And with our choir up front we hope you noticed all the new faces of folks who have joined us during these last months…and there’s space for you.  If you’d like to learn more about our worship music ministry please speak with Dr. Girvin.
___________________

ARC GROUP HOME 
As many of you know, Faith sponsors the Group Home for Older Adults on Possum Way.  Yesterday was our annual Clean Up day from 9 till 12.    

Thanks to Cliff Auchter for coordinating this ministry.

___________________ 

SHOWTUNES
We are exploring the possibility of traveling to New York on an early summer Sunday to see Irena’s Vow, a powerful new Holocaust play.  If you might be interested in joining us, please register in the Information Center or call the Church Office.

___________________ 

RESPONSE TIME

If you are a bit behind on your commitment, if you could share your gifts in the next few weeks it would be a great help to our cash flow as we get closer to summer.  Your early response will make the work of our financial ministry team much easier.  If you need an updated status of your gifts and commitment please contact Paul Mossberg our Financial Secretary.
___________________ 

ADULT ED

It is getting to be that time of year when Pastor is working on next program year’s Adult Ed programs.  As you have suggestions for programs and events, please pass them along to Pastor Mac.  

___________________  
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the 6th Sunday of Easter, as our celebration continues…our Staff was on Retreat this Thursday…Carol and Pastor Mac took three of our Peer Leaders to the Philadelphia Seminary two weeks ago…our Jewish Christian Dialogue was last week…register today for our Spring Sing at Broadway House on May 26…our Spring Food Collection and Cell Phones for Troops continues today…our Group Home Clean Up and Recycling days were yesterday…free calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2009-2010 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1165 out of the last 1181 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Cpl. Brad Davis, 21, USA, Ohio
Lance Sgt. Tobie Fasfous, 29, Welsh Guards, Wales
Capt. Trond Kolset, 30, Norwegian Army, Norway
Sgt. James McIlvaine, 26, USMC, Maryland
Maj. Michelle Mendes, 30, Canadian Army, Canada
Command Sgt. Maj. Benjamin Moore Jr., 43, USA, Georgia
Petty Officer 2nd Class Tyler Trahan, 22, USN, Massachusetts
Staff Sgt. Leroy Webster, 28, USA, South Dakota
Staff Sgt. Mark Wojciechowski, 25, USMC, Ohio
___________________ 
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Bill Scott




11:00 – Janet Bradley
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
Teens for Troops Cell Phone Collection 

Through May 24

Join with the Faith Peer Leaders in a new ministry to support our troops overseas by donating your used cell phones to “Operation Shoebox.” This organization was founded in 2003 to send support, snacks, personal care items, and more to U.S. troop deployed outside of the country. Through May 24, our teens will be collecting used cell phones in the narthex in a special box. The program raises money through environmentally responsible, zero landfill cell phone recycling. Please support this vital program that focuses on the young men and women who are serving overseas. For more information contact Jane McCready at jane@mccready.com and visit www.operationshoebox.com.

___________________ 

UPCOMING –
May 18 – Staff Worship Planning


18 – Appalachian Team Orientation Dinner


19 – Broadway House


19 – Carpenter’s Carvers


20 – FNS Lunch Party


25 – Office Closed – Memorial Day


26 – Spring Sing at Broadway House


31 – PENTECOST: 
Affirmation of Baptism-11 a.m.

June   1 – Staff Worship Planning


  2 – Broadway House


  4 – 6 – NJ Synod Assembly


  6 – SCS Teachers’ Barbecue


  7 – Worship & Music Committee Meeting


  7 – Spring Food Collection Ends


10 – FNS Closing Program


11 – FNS Closing Program


12 – FNS Closing Program 


13 – Soup Kitchen


14 – SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS –



Spoken Eucharist - 8:00 a.m.; 



Summer Choir – 8:45 a.m.;



Eucharist – 9:30 a.m. 

14 – Confirmation Orientation


20 – Scotch Plains/Fanwood Recycling


28 – 1st Communion Orientation


29 – July 2 – Vacation Bible School

July   5 – 11 – Appalachian Ministry Week


11 – Soup Kitchen


13 – Finance Committee


14 – Council 

___________________  
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry each Sunday at 9:40 a.m. All high school youth are invited to share in the special ministry.

Upcoming:

5/10 – Journey of Faith – Holocaust Observance

5/24 – Donuts & Discipleship
5/31 – “A time of New Beginnings” – Confirmands/ 









Peer Leaders

___________________ 

FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  We are grateful for the leadership of Kristin Clapcich, our coordinator.  For more information, contact Kristin (908) 753-1163, Dr. Girvin, or Pastor Mac.

___________________ 
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Explore the Wonders of the World!

Join us at Discovery Canyon VBS

Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade

Dates: June 29 to July 2, 2009

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

For more information, call Lynne Melhuish at 908-464-6788.
Come for a week of stories, songs, crafts, and fun!  
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 1ST. 
___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
  Seventh Sunday of Easter
  
                                  Acts 1:15-17, 21-16

                        1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19
____________________ 

MORE FROM MOHAMED

Thank you all for your tremendous feedback on our Forum program 2 weeks ago, From the Battlefields to the Hallways.  Many of you have asked for more information on many of the topics that Mohamed shared.  We have contacted him and requested this information and will pass it along as quickly as we receive it.
___________________ 

TIME AND TALENT
 





Have you returned your Time and Talent commitment sheet, a way to indicate where you would like to share your gifts as we move ahead in this time of new beginnings.  Please return your commitment sheet at your earliest convenience and if you need information about any of the areas listed, please give the church office a call.  We look forward to a growing involvement by Family members in this exciting new time.  Additional sheets are available in the narthex.
___________________ 
ECONOMIC CRISIS
 

Daily, news comes of another household affected by the current economic crisis that is pervading our society.  Pastor is exploring ways the Family can be supportive to folks in the midst of this crisis.  If you’d like to join him to explore options, please give the Office a call or send an email to pastor.mac@verizon.net. 

___________________
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought

Martin Luther’s statements on God’s creation:  Adam and Eve derived the fullness of joy and bliss from their contemplation of all the animal creatures.

Green Tip 
Properly dispose of depleted batteries by dropping them at a recycling location. Toxic metals in batteries can leach out of landfills into groundwater. Even better, save money and reduce waste by using rechargeable batteries!
Green Opportunity:  Farmers’ Markets
Farmers’ Markets around New Jersey will open soon (usually the last week of May or first week of June) and offer fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, meat, cheese, flowers, baked goods, beverages, fish etc… The benefit to you of consuming truly farm-fresh produce is better nutrition and taste.  The benefit to the environment of consuming locally-grown food is reduced pollution to bring the food to the purchaser.  The benefit to the farmer is a higher proportion of the food price going directly to the producer, instead of to middlemen, resulting in less rural poverty, which is higher than the national average and higher than urban poverty rates.  To locate a Farmers’ Market near you, see www.localharvest.org, which lists Farmers’ Markets across the country, or www.state.nj.us/jerseyfresh/searches/urban.htm, a website sponsored by the NJ Department of Agriculture. 

___________________
Hospitality Ministry

For more than two decades our Family has provided shelter and care for homeless families in transition.  Our guests will depart today after a week long stay.  This ministry is made possible by dozens and dozens of volunteers and the committed leadership of Kim and Bob Delatour who have guided this caring since its inception.  If you would like to assist as a cook, an overnight host or by providing support services, please call Kim and Bob at 464-1419.

___________________
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SPRING SING at BROADWAY HOUSE
All ages and abilities are invited to join us on Tuesday, May 26th when we visit Broadway House, our AIDS Ministry, to sing with and serenade the residents with some swinging Gospel tunes. 

 Carpool with us from church at 3:15 p.m. or meet us there at 4:00 p.m.  We will be singing in the glorious rotunda and then have some time to spend with the residents afterwards.  We will be leaving by 5:00 p.m. and returning to church.  Broadway House is located at 298 Broadway, in Newark's North Ward and is New Jersey's only specialized care facility for people living with HIV/AIDS.
There is a sign up sheet in the Information Center or call the church office to register
___________________
REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting shortly.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with Pastor today or call the Church Office.

___________________  
[image: image7.wmf]
2009 Bike Collection
The Family of Faith held its annual Pedals for Progress bike collection on Saturday, May 2nd. Over two dozen volunteers from the Family helped collect and pack 25 bicycles and a sewing machine.  This is the fewest we’ve collected in our 8 year history, but the good news is we collected 800 bikes total over the same time. Who would have thought it?   Thank you to all the volunteers who participated and for the support of the Family of Faith.

Yours in Christ, Bob Berk

Our special thanks to Bob for again coordinating this ministry for almost a decade now.  And thanks to all the volunteers who responded to our call for help last week.  “More bikes next year.”
___________________ 
The family of Marcia Manns would like to express their gratitude to the Family of Faith for all your thoughts and prayers during Marcia’s illness.  Also, we would like to thank Pastor Mac, Dr. Girvin, Doris Johnson, the ushers, and all who participated in the service for all they did to make Marcia’s service so meaningful.  We will be forever grateful.

Hank Manns


Jenifer and Tom Keiser


Stacy and Mike Paleski
___________________
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 
We begin our Summer Worship Schedule in just a few weeks on June 14.  Each week we worship with a SPOKEN EUCHARIST at 8 a.m. and then at 9:30 we gather for our SUNG EUCHARISTIC LITURGY.  This summer we introduce a wonderful new summer liturgy that while new will be familiar and engaging.  And each week at 8:45 our Summer Choir rehearses for the 9:30 liturgy.  This is a great opportunity for you to share in our music ministry for a short time on a week by week basis with no long term commitment.  If you would like more information, please contact Dr. Girvin.
___________________
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for St. John’s Food Pantry, Newark
Last year, we learned that the food pantry at St. John’s gets very low on items during the summer months.  In an effort to help, we collected over $1500.00 in designated food products to help stock their pantry shelves. 

Again, this year we have learned from St. John’s Food Pantry Coordinator, Barbara Moran, about a need for some specific items.  We will be conducting the food collection from now through Sunday, June 7.  The items needed are as follows: 

Stove Top Stuffing, Canned Vegetables, Canned Gravy, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Soups, Salt, Sugar, Ground Black Pepper, Garlic Powder, Deodorant, Bar Soap, NEW Men’s White Crew Socks.
Please note that these are the only items being accepted at this time.  Please return your bag to the designated area by June 7th.  We will be transporting collected items on the days that we host Soup Kitchen at St. John’s.  Our Peer Leader Hunger Servant Ministry Team is lending their support to this worthy effort.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy Rowan at 908-604-2116.  Thanks in advance for your help in providing food for those less fortunate.

___________________ 
SUNDAY’S COMING

Each week we send an email to the Family sharing news about our impending Sunday worship.  If you have email and are not presently receiving this aid, please contact the Church Office.  If you are receiving duplicate notices, please let us know.  If you do not have email access, print copies of the mailing are available in the Office late each Friday.

___________________ 

________________________________________________
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Pentecost Sunday

May 31, 2009

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Choir

Bells, Brass & Timpani

11:00 a.m. –

Affirmation of Baptism
________________________________________________
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