Family Notes
 S I X T H   S U N D A Y   O F   E A S T E R 
CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!
J
esus does not leave his followers orphaned.  Through the Holy Spirit Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation.  As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth.  We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.
Pastor Walt’s sermon, “Standing in Front of the Areopagus,” looks at sharing the essence of Easter.
As we celebrate the joy and hope of Easter with changes in our liturgy.

· Our paraments are white

· Our cross is undraped

· We use our full liturgy, except the Kyrie
· Our new Paschal Candle burns

The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our Lessons:

Acts 17:22-31.   In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the Gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition.  He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.
1 Peter 3:13-22.  Christians have a zeal for doing what is right in God’s eyes no matter what the circumstances because in baptism we are saved and made alive.  Thus our Christian beliefs and behavior are to be a matter of public record just as our baptism is.
John 14:15-21.  In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Today’s sermon will be based on our first reading from the book of Acts.  Paul stands in a public place and preaches to the crowd.  Using aspects of the larger culture, he invites his hearers to consider their search for God and the revelation of God in Jesus Christ.  Applying Christian faith is a theme that is continued in the first letter to Peter.  Linking our life stories to Christ’s story is an important task.  In our gospel, Jesus holds up the relationship of love that binds us all together.  Living in that relationship of love, Christians emulate the relationship of love that exists within God’s own self.

_________________________________________________   
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Ryan Schetelich
Dorothy Kauff


Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Bob Peterson

Ron Waltemyer
Sandy Lionetti

John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Dolores Treich
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Evelyn Callahan
Harry Knipp

Ruth Bentley
Bambi Weiss

Jan Siberine
Louise Smith

Kieran Harrington
Ruth Van Zyl

Ali Wilks
Candy Lavoritano

Patti Sommo
Ray Eriksen

Alice Nord
Arthur Engelken

Jay Engelken
Dennis Callahan

John Christiansen
Gerry Smith

Heather D’Oliveira
James & Livia Reasoner

John Chirichella
Father Steve Quinn

Charles Pazdera
Guyanne & Fred Renigar

Karen Corby Brooks
Ed & Jean Ely

Ethan Loomis
Pastor Margaret Herz-Lane

Martha Bastiani
Ann Villa

Max Clapcich
Meg Stoyle Corby

Ferman & Betty Jespersen
Christopher Siebelts

Frank Wasilak
Bob Cifelli

Dick Anderson
Ruth Bauer

Mel Oxenreider, Sr
Mary Curran

Paul Lutz
Donald Clifford

Cecil Jones
Kerri Mullen

Phil Harrington, Sr.
Joe Valentine

Benjamin Hyman
Hank Manns

Paul Meinschein
Stacy Paleski
John Barcalow

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.
Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Sgt. William Mattegat, Diane Blancuzzi’s nephew, Wesley Bornemann, Ginny Sauerborn’s nephew, and Col. Greg Biernacki, a friend of Beth & John Bertolini.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible. 
___________________ 
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Explore the canopy!  

Join us at Rainforest Adventure VBS
Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade
Dates:  June 30 to July 3, 2008

Time 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

REGISTRATION FORMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE

Come for a week of stories, skits, songs, crafts and silliness!  For more information, 
call Katie at 908-286-1094
___________________ 
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COFFEE


HOUR

Join us for this time of fellowship each week at 9:40 a.m. in Franklin Nelson Hall.  Register in the Information Center to host an upcoming Sunday.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Audrey Kelly and Bea Woodruff.
Upcoming:
May 4 – Kathy Mytrowitz & Robin Bohnenberger
May 11 – Ellen Holt & Monika Bouchat

May 18 – Donna Wlodarski & Carol MacPherson
May 25 – Open
June 1 – Nursery School Teachers

June 8 – Beth Bertolini
___________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

  Seventh Sunday of Easter:
  
                               Acts 1:6-14

                        1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

John 17:1-11
____________________  

Music Notes
At the late service today our Faith Singers and Sunday Church School Choirs will sing…The next two weeks we’ll be led in worship by our Men’s and Women’s Choirs…May 11th sees us celebrating the Day of Pentecost, when we’ll worship led by our Sanctuary Choir, brass, organ and timpani…A group of singers will travel to Broadway House, Newark, on May 19, to lead the residents in favorite hymns and spirituals… interested in coming along? Please see Jane McCready for details on this much appreciated ministry.
[image: image2.wmf]___________________
Mark your calendars!  Sunday, June 22, 2008 from 11am to 2 pm we will be having a celebration in honor of Faith’s 110th Anniversary!  Come out for an afternoon of food, games, prizes, crafts, activities and fun for all ages.  Sign up in the information center.  Any questions, please call Robin Bohnenberger at 908-868-0704.

___________________






HEROES’







BOX







OFFICE

MOVIE DVD DRIVE FOR THE WOUNDED SOLDIERS AT THE VERERANS’ AFFAIRS HOSPITAL, LYONS CAMPUS!

USED OR NEW ACCEPTED

This collection is sponsored by Eagle Scout Troop 1, New Providence.  We will be collecting DVDs in the narthex through April 30th.

___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

TODAY:  “Lutheran Amnesia” – In week one of our annual Holocaust observance, we explore the ways the Lutheran Church has ignored its sordid history.

UPCOMING:

May 4 – “Civil War in Uganda” – Week two of our Holocaust observance sees Lauren and Karen Berk leading us in an exploration of this horror in our modern world.

May 11 – “A Time of New Beginnings” – Share this special time as we rejoice at the gifts of our confirmands and give thanks for the ministry of our Peer Leaders.

May 18 – “Heaven and Hell from the Far Side” – The cartoons of Gary Larsen give a chance to explore and critique popular understandings of God and the devil.

May 25 – “Same Book, Same God” – A look at Scripture as a book with 2 testaments which witness to God’s role in our world and in our lives.  For those who think the Old Testament has nothing to say to New Testament people, this Forum invites you to think again.

June 1 – “Thanks Debbie” – Plan on joining us for this time of thanksgiving for the ministry of Debbie Lewis, founding Director of Faith Nursery School 20 plus years ago.

June 8 – “Time to Give Thanks” – Time for thanks for a rich education ministry that looks back in thanksgiving and forward in anticipation.

___________________  

Jewish/Christian Dialogue

THIS WEEK

Join us for the 13th session in our dialogue series with the Summit Jewish Community Center.  Share in this very special evening, April 29th at the Summit Jewish Community Center on Kent Place Blvd.


Our program this year is entitled “Parallel Traditions” which looks at our worship, Sabbath and clergy understandings, exploring how we are different and how we have borrowed from each other.  Help us plan by registering in the Information Center today or by sending an email to pastor.mac@verizon.net.

___________________
AA
The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________
DID YOU KNOW…
Today is the Sixth Sunday of Easter…our “Gospel Liturgy” was last Sunday…our Community Forum for our Continuing Care Retirement Community was last week…our trip to the Botanical Gardens was 2 weeks ago…Daytime Bible Study resumes on Thursday…2 year calendars are now available in the narthex…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1113 out of the last 1127 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,100 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Capt. Ulises Burgos-Cruz, 29, USA, Puerto Rico
Tech. Sgt. Anthony Capra, 31, USA, California
Staff Sgt. Jeffery Hartley, 25, USA, Texas

Spc. Jeremiah Hughes, 26, USA, Florida
Spc. Jason Kazarick, 30, USA, Pennsylvania
Sgt. Michael Lilly, 23, USA, Idaho
Marine Davic Marsh, 23, Royal British Marines, England

Staff Sgt. Jeremiah McNeal, 23, USANG, Virginia

Spc. Matthew Morris, 23, USA, Texas

Pfc. Shane Penley, 29, USA, Illinois

Pfc. Christian Raaschou, 24, Danish Royal Guards, Denmark

Maj. Mark Rosenberg, 32, USA, Florida
Sgt. Timothy Smith, 25, USA, California
Sgt. Shaun Tousha, 30, USA, Texas

Sgt. Richard Vaughn, 22, USA, California
___________________ 
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2007-2008 SCS Stewardship Project

All offerings collected by the children in SCS will be helping children in Mexico through ELCA World Hunger.  For every $10 collected, a chick is purchased for a village in rural Mexico.  Agricultural Education accompanies the poultry.  This program has been a huge success over the past decades – providing economic stability to families.

To Date:  $2,091.79 or 209 chicks have been purchased.  

___________________ 
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more than a house…a home

THIS WEEK
Our next visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be on Tuesday, April 29th, when we will be doing a craft with the resident.  The following visit is scheduled for Tuesday, May 13th, when we will join the residents for some karaoke!
Anyone who would like to join us for a visit to Broadway House is welcome.   Joining us for one or both of these activities is a great way to get to know some of the residents. We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center. 

Due to the generous response of the congregation, we will not be collecting women’s clothing for Broadway House right now.  However, there is always a need for men’s clothing and there is currently a need for spring and summer clothing.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Both on-site and off-site volunteer opportunities are available.  Volunteer application packets are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House. 

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________  
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Wild, Wooly, and Wonderful 
Daytime Bible Study 
THIS WEEK
Join Pastor Walt at 10:00 a.m. this Thursday for our lively daytime gathering of Bible reading, music, and prayer.  This four week session will allow us time to consider what it means to welcome others in Jesus’ name. It will be “wild,” wooly (remember we are Jesus’ lil’ lambs), and wonderful… And there will be donuts and coffee!  

Thursday mornings:  May 1, May 22, May 29

 Sign up in the information center or by emailing Pastor Walt: pastor.walt@verizon.net 
_______________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.

   Serving today are:
  8:30 – Hank Manns





11:00 – Julie Pedersen
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
Sincere Thanks
In our time of loss at the death of Terry O’Connor (Dad/Papa), we have been grateful for the many cards & prayers from our Family of Faith.  They were and continue to be a great comfort.  Special thanks for Pastor Mac and his constant care.  We would also like to thank the many folks who took part in Terry’s Resurrection Liturgy, with special thanks to Dr. Girvin for coordinating and directing the  music.  It was truly a time of celebration for the gift of Terry’s life, his ministry of music, and most importantly thanks for God’s gift of Easter Hope.


With Love and in Christ, Katie & Pastor Walt

[image: image6.wmf]___________________ 
Christ’s Caring Kids

Kids in grades K-5, the circus is coming to town and you are in the show!  Join your SCS friends each Tuesday afternoon from 4:45 – 5:30 for this fun and exciting clown ministry.  We’ll have fun learning and practicing skits for a show for the congregation on May 4th.  No experience necessary.  Just bring a smile.  For more information, contact Kristin Clapcich.

___________________
SEWING HELP NEEDED

We are in need of folks who would be willing to sew clown costumes for Christ’s Caring Kids.  If you are able to help, please call Liz Spero at 908-464-5589.

___________________
NEXT SUNDAY
Christ’s Caring Kids 
Potluck Luncheon Show - May 4th 

Young and old are invited to a special lunch time performance of Christ’s Caring Kids.  Sign up today (including what you’d like to bring) for this time of laughter and fellowship for all ages.  Our clown troupe (made up of 10 children, K-grade 5) has been working hard preparing skits that are sure to delight and bring many smiles.

__________________ 
ADULT ED

It is getting to be that time of year when the Pastors are working on next program year’s Adult Ed programs.  As you have suggestions for programs and events, please pass them along to Pastor Mac.  

___________________ 
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought

From the ELCA Statement “Caring for Creation”:
It is in hope of God's promised fulfillment that we hear the call to justice; it is in hope that we take action. When we act interdependently and in solidarity with creation, we do justice. We serve and keep the earth, trusting its bounty can be sufficient for all, and sustainable.

How do you understand the relationship between faith and action?

Green Tip

Take Shorter Showers
Showers account for 2/3 of all water heating costs in the average home. Save money and reduce pollution. 
Green Witnessing and Outreach Opportunity:  

Clean Up the Rahway River – THIS WEEK
This Saturday, April 26th, a team of volunteers from Faith Lutheran Church will participate in a clean-up of the Rahway River in Cranford.  The clean-up runs from 9 a.m. to 1p.m.  All needed supplies will be provided.  We will meet at Hansen Park in Cranford at 8:45 a.m. Clean-up will be performed mostly from shore, but boats will be available for those preferring to clean up the river from the water.  In addition, canoe rentals ($20) are also available.   Please sign up in the information center or contact KyVan Luu at kyvanluu@comcast.net.

 

The Green Team Task Force has shirts with the ELCA “Caring for Creation” logo and the church’s name and location available for participants in the river clean-up. Any volunteer who would like to purchase a shirt, please indicate this on the sign-up sheet or in your e-mail message.
___________________
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PICTURE PLEASE


We’re set to begin production of our new, Family pictorial directory.  Pictures will be taken at church June 1-4 and June 28-29, and will be available in plenty of time to be shared as Christmas gifts.  Our publisher, Life Touch, will be calling you shortly to schedule an appointment for your picture.  If you have questions or would like to help with this project, please contact our coordinator, Kristin Clapcich at 908-753-1163.
___________________
REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting Thursday, May 1.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with one of the Pastors today or call the Church Office.

___________________
NO VISITORS
Last week we had no new visitors at worship for the 14th time in the last 21 years! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1113 out of the last 1127 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
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THIS WEEK

Every year, affluent Americans buy 22 million new bicycles and discard millions of old ones, abandoning many more unused in basements, sheds, and garages. Most of these end up in our already overburdened landfills. Meanwhile, poor people overseas need cheap, non-polluting transportation to get to jobs, markets, customers, and schools. Pedals for Progress has received, processed and donated 100,000 bicycles, 500 used sewing machines and $8 million in new spare parts to partner charities in 28 countries.

Pedals for Progress is an ongoing part of the ministry of our Family of Faith.  On Saturday, May 3rd from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM we will be collecting bicycles, gently used soccer equipment only please and sewing machines to ship around the world.  If you’d like to help on Saturday by helping break down bikes for shipment please sign up in the information center.  If you would like to give leadership to this program, or need more information please give Bob Berk, our coordinator, a call at 908-322-1693.

___________________
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Spring Food Collection

for St. John’s Food Pantry, Newark
Last year, we learned that the food pantry at St. John’s gets very low on items during the summer months.  In an effort to help, we collected over $1500.00 in designated food products to help stock their pantry shelves. 

Again, this year we have learned from St. John’s Food Pantry Coordinator, Barbara Moran, about a need for some specific items.  We will be conducting the food collection from now through Sunday, June 8.  The items needed are as follows: 

Stove Top Stuffing, Canned Vegetables, Canned Gravy, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Chicken Broth, Beef Broth, Canned Soups, Deodorant, Soap

Please note that these are the only items being accepted at this time.  Please return your bag to the designated area by June 8th.  We will be transporting collected items on the days that we host Soup Kitchen at St. John’s.  Our Peer Leader Hunger Servant Ministry Team is lending their support to this worthy effort.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy Rowan at 908-604-2116.  Thanks in advance for your help in providing food for those less fortunate.
___________________
UPCOMING –
Apr 
27 – Spring Food Collection Begins


28 – FNS Lunch Party


29 – Broadway House


29 – Christ’s Caring Kids


29 – Jewish/Christian Dialogue

May
1 – Daytime Bible Study


1 – Directory Task Force


1 – Rejoice – New Members Group

3 – Pedals for Progress


4 – Esteves Baptism 


4 – Christ’s Caring Kids Lunch Show


5 – Staff Worship Planning


7 – FNS Lunch Party


10 – Soup Kitchen


10 – Sadowski/Buske Wedding


11 – Pentecost Sunday


11 – Affirmation of Baptism – 11:00 a.m.


12 – Staff Worship Planning


12 – Finance Committee


13 – Broadway House


13 – FNS Lunch Party


13 – Council


15 – Staff Retreat


17 – ARC Group Home Clean-Up


18 – Smallwood Baptism


19 – Staff Worship Planning


19 – Appalachian Team Dinner


20 – Faith Singers Party


20 – Carpenter’s Carvers


22 – Daytime Bible Study


26 – Memorial Day - FNS & Office Closed


29 – Daytime Bible Study

___________________
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