Family Notes
 F O U R T H   S U N D A Y   O F   E A S T E R 
CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!
T
oday is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.”  Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s Gospel.  The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life.  He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.  Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us in the midst of the world’s violence and war.  We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and to extend God’s tender care to all creation.

Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Of Shepherds, Crooks and the Gospel,” reminds us of the full dimension of our ministry as those called to care for God’s children in the world.
As we celebrate the joy and hope of Easter with changes in our liturgy.

· Our paraments are white

· Our cross is undraped

· We use our full liturgy, except the Kyrie
· Our new Paschal Candle burns

The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our Lessons:

Acts 2:42-47.   Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people.  This new community is founded on the teachings of the apostles and sustained in the breaking of the bread.
1 Peter 2:19-25.  Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering.  Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly in the midst of adversity.
John 10:1-10.  Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership.  Good shepherds bring people to life through Jesus, but those who avoid Jesus are dangerous to the flock.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

During this Easter season we continue our first reading in the book of Acts, today hearing a description of that earliest Christian community, where all shared what they had to care for those in need.  Now there’s a novel idea.  Our second reading from First Peter reminds us that even though we struggle to do what is right, our behavior will not be without problems in the world.  And in the familiar passage from John’s Gospel, Jesus describes his ministry and ours in an old image which continues to resonate today.
_________________________________________________   
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________ 
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The roses on our altar mark the birth of Violet Joyce Dunsavage to Cathy and Jimmy on February 21, 2008, and the birth of Dylan Michael Kaas to Michelle and Scott on March 27, 2008.  We give thanks to God for these gifts of new life.

___________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Ryan Schetelich
Dorothy Kauff


Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Bob Peterson

Ron Waltemyer
Sandy Lionetti

John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Dolores Treich
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Evelyn Callahan
Harry Knipp

Ruth Bentley
Pastor Mac

Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine

Louise Smith
Kieran Harrington

Ruth Van Zyl
Ali Wilks

Candy Lavoritano
Patti Sommo

Ray Eriksen
Alice Nord

Arthur Engelken
Jay Engelken

Dennis Callahan
John Christiansen

Gerry Smith
Heather D’Oliveira
James & Livia Reasoner
John Chirichella

Father Steve Quinn
Charles Pazdera
Guyanne & Fred Renigar
Karen Corby Brooks

Ed & Jean Ely
Ethan Loomis

Pastor Margaret Herz-Lane
Martha Bastiani

Ann Villa
Max Clapcich

Meg Stoyle Corby
Ferman & Betty Jespersen

Christopher Siebelts
Frank Wasilak

Bob Cifelli
Dick Anderson
Ruth Bauer
Mel Oxenreider, Sr.
Mary Curran
Paul Lutz

Donald Clifford
Cecil Jones

Kerri Mullen
Phil Harrington, Sr.

Joe Valentine
Benjamin Hyman

Mark Ashman
Hank Manns

Paul Meinschein

The Family of Terry O’Connor
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
APPALACHIAN TEAM MEMBERS:

Registration slips and deposit checks are now due. Please place them in Pastor Mac’s mailbox.

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Sgt. William Mattegat, Diane Blancuzzi’s nephew, and Col. Greg Biernacki, a friend of Beth & John Bertolini.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible. And good news as we share prayers of thanksgiving for the safe return of Captain Ty Shepard, a friend of the Walshes.
___________________ 
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Explore the canopy!  

Join us at Rainforest Adventure VBS
Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade
Dates:  June 30 to July 3, 2008

Time 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
REGISTRATION FORMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE

Come for a week of stories, skits, songs, crafts and silliness!  Registration begins April 1.  For more information, call Katie at 908-286-1094
___________________ 
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HOUR

Join us for this time of fellowship each week at 9:40 a.m. in Franklin Nelson Hall.  Register in the Information Center to host an upcoming Sunday.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Robin Bohnenberger & Kathy Mytrowitz.
Upcoming:
April 20 – Open
April 27 – Open

May 4 – Kathy Mytrowitz & Robin Bohnenberger
May 11 – Ellen Holt & Monika Bouchat
___________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

  Fifth Sunday of Easter:
  
                               Acts 7:55-60

                        1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14
____________________  

Music Notes
Upcoming next week is our Gospel Liturgies on April 20th…we’ll be worshipping with many favorite spirituals and music from the Gospel tradition… instrumentalists will include some of our regular guests as well as congregational players… our Sanctuary Choir leads us in both of these eucharists…the Easter season is also a good time to come sing with our choir before the summer season begins… rehearsals are on Wednesday nights at 7:30 PM.
___________________
AA
The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1112 out of the last 1125 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

TODAY: “Civil Unions and Marriage in New Jersey” – Pastor Bob Kriesat and Ed Mather share more about this evolving area in our state.

UPCOMING:

April 20 – “Amish-More than Buggies” – A look at the common roots we share with the Amish and the significant differences that have created their unique society.

April 27 – “Lutheran Amnesia” – In week one of our annual Holocaust observance, we explore the ways the Lutheran Church has ignored its sordid history.

May 4 – “Civil War in Uganda” – Week two of our Holocaust observance sees Lauren and Karen Berk leading us in an exploration of this horror in our modern world.

May 11 – “A Time of New Beginnings” – Share this special time as we rejoice at the gifts of our confirmands and give thanks for the ministry of our Peer Leaders.

May 18 – “Heaven and Hell from the Far Side” – The cartoons of Gary Larsen give a chance to explore and critique popular understandings of God and the devil.

May 25 – “Same Book, Same God” – A look at Scripture as a book with 2 testaments which witness to God’s role in our world and in our lives.  For those who think the Old Testament has nothing to say to New Testament people, this Forum invites you to think again.
___________________  
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Wild, Wooly, and Wonderful 
Daytime Bible Study 
Join Pastor Walt at 10:00 a.m. for our lively daytime gathering of Bible reading, music, and prayer.  This four week session will allow us time to consider what it means to welcome others in Jesus’ name. It will be “wild,” wooly (remember we are Jesus’ lil’ lambs), and wonderful… And there will be donuts and coffee!  

Thursday mornings:  April 24, May 1, May 22, May 29

 Sign up in the information center or by emailing Pastor Walt: pastor.walt@verizon.net 
_______________________

DID YOU KNOW…
Today is the Fourth Sunday of Easter…our program on Children & Grief met 2 weeks ago…we concluded Pastor Walt’s year long Lutheran Study 2 weeks ago…2 year calendars are now available in the narthex…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1112 out of the last 1125 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,100 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Lance Cpl. Dustin Canham, 21, USMC, Washington
Pvt. George Delgado, 21, USA, California
Staff Sgt. Michael Elledge, 41, USA, Indiana
Staff Sgt. Joseph Gamboa, 34, USA, Guam
Pfc. Andrew Habsieger, 22, USA, Montana
Staff Sgt. Christopher Hake, 26, USA, Oklahoma
Spc. Jose Rubio Hernandez, 24, USA, Texas
Tech. Sgt. William Jefferson, Jr. 34, USA, Virginia
Spc. Joshua Molina, 20, USA, Texas
Staff Sgt. William Neil, Jr., 38, USA, Holmdel, NJ
Sgt. Thomas Ray, II, 40, USANG, North Carolina
Pfc. Antione Robinson, 20, USA, Michigan
Spc. Gregory Rundell, 21, USA, Minnesota
Pfc. Ionut Sandue, 29, Romanian Army, Romania
Pvt. Tyler Smith, 22, USA, Maine
Spc. David Stelmat, 27, USANG, New Hampshire
Warrant Officer Milan Sterba, 35, Czech Army, Czech Republic

Sgt. Gregory Unruh, 28, USA, Texas

Sgt. David Williams, 26, USANG, North Carolina
___________________ 
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2007-2008 SCS Stewardship Project

All offerings collected by the children in SCS will be helping children in Mexico through ELCA World Hunger.  For every $10 collected, a chick is purchased for a village in rural Mexico.  Agricultural Education accompanies the poultry.  This program has been a huge success over the past decades – providing economic stability to families.

To Date:  $1,977.59 or 198 chicks have been purchased.  

___________________ 
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BROADWAY HOUSE 

more than a house…a home

THIS WEEK
Our next visits to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be on Tuesdays, April 15th and April 29th. 

Anyone who would like to join us for a visit to Broadway House is welcome.   Joining us for one or both of these activities is a great way to get to know some of the residents. We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center. 

Due to the generous response of the congregation, we will no longer be collecting clothing for Broadway House right now.  They have no place to store any more items!  Many thanks for your contributions of shirts, sweaters, pants, suits and coats.  

We will continue to collect new puzzle books and your donations of magazines.  Feel free to leave the items in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.

Both on-site and off-site volunteer opportunities are available.  Volunteer application packets are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House. 

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________  
FLOWER TRIP IS A GO!
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Join us for a fun-filled day of fellowship and flowers.  On Thursday April 17, Faith will be hosting a day trip to NY Botanical Garden in the Bronx.  Bus leaves at 9:00 a.m. and returns to church at approximately 4:30 p.m.  Anticipated to be in bloom are the Magnolias and Daffodils.  Due to the small size of our initial interest group, the cost will be $43 per person (this includes transportation, driver tip and admission to the gardens).  However if we are able to get 30 people, a refund of $5 per person will be given.  So it is time to ask your friends!  Checks are now due to guarantee your seat and can be made payable to Faith Lutheran Church.
___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.

   Serving today are:
  8:30 – Wendy Loggia





11:00 – Lois Rafferty

Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________
Seeking the Waters of Life

This special course is designed for those adults who have not yet been baptized but wish to explore their faith in a Christian context.  In non-threatening, informal sessions, we will look at the gift of baptism and living out that baptism within a Christian community.  If you, or someone you know, could benefit from this baptism exploration opportunity, please let Pastor Walt know.

___________________ 
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Christ’s Caring Kids

Kids in grades K-5, the circus is coming to town and you are in the show!  Join your SCS friends each Tuesday afternoon from 4:45 – 5:30 for this fun and exciting clown ministry.  We’ll have fun learning and practicing skits for a show for the congregation on May 4th.  No experience necessary.  Just bring a smile.  For more information, contact Kristin Clapcich.

___________________
SEWING HELP NEEDED

We are in need of folks who would be willing to sew clown costumes for Christ’s Caring Kids.  If you are able to help, please call Liz Spero at 908-464-5589.
___________________
Christ’s Caring Kids 
Potluck Luncheon Show

May 4th 

Young and old are invited to a special lunch time performance of Christ’s Caring Kids.  Sign up today (including what you’d like to bring) for this time of laughter and fellowship for all ages.  Our clown troupe (made up of 10 children, K-grade 5) has been working hard preparing skits that are sure to delight and bring many smiles.

__________________ 
ADULT ED

It is getting to be that time of year when the Pastors are working on next program year’s Adult Ed programs.  As you have suggestions for programs and events, please pass them along to Pastor Mac.  

___________________ 
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought

From the ELCA Statement “Caring for Creation”:
Caring, serving, keeping, loving, and living by wisdom—these translate into justice in political, economic, social, and environmental relationships. Justice in these relationships means honoring the integrity of creation, and striving for fairness within the human family.

Where have you experienced people or communities living in just relationship with creation?

Green Tip
Check Your Waterheater
Keep your water heater thermostat no higher than 120°F. Save money and reduce pollution. 
Green Witnessing and Outreach Opportunity:  

Clean Up the Rahway River
On April 26th, a team of volunteers from Faith Lutheran Church will participate in a clean-up of the Rahway River in Cranford.  The clean-up runs from 9 a.m. to 1p.m.  All needed supplies will be provided.  We will meet at Hansen Park in Cranford at 8:45 a.m. Clean-up will be performed mostly from shore, but boats will be available for those preferring to clean up the river from the water.  In addition, canoe rentals ($20) are also available.   Please sign up in the information center or contact KyVan Luu at kyvanluu@comcast.net.

 

The Green Team Task Force has shirts with the ELCA “Caring for Creation” logo and the church’s name and location available for participants in the river clean-up. Any volunteer who would like to purchase a shirt, please indicate this on the sign-up sheet or in your e-mail message.
___________________
Gospel Liturgy

Our next “special” liturgy is on April 20 as we gather for our Easter Gospel liturgies.  Plan on inviting your neighbors and friends to this special worship time.

___________________ 

REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting Thursday, May 1.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with one of the Pastors today or call the Church Office.

___________________
Jewish/Christian Dialogue

Watch for the 13th session in our dialogue series with the Summit Jewish Community Center.  Share in this very special evening, April 29th at the Summit Jewish Community Center.

Our program this year is entitled “Parallel Traditions” which looks at our worship, Sabbath and clergy understandings, exploring how we are different and how we have borrowed from each other.  Help us plan by registering in the Information Center today or by sending an email to pastor.mac@verizon.net.
___________________ 

Every year, affluent Americans buy 22 million new bicycles and discard millions of old ones, abandoning many more unused in basements, sheds, and garages. Most of these end up in our already overburdened landfills. Meanwhile, poor people overseas need cheap, non-polluting transportation to get to jobs, markets, customers, and schools. Pedals for Progress has received, processed and donated 100,000 bicycles, 500 used sewing machines and $8 million in new spare parts to partner charities in 28 countries.

Pedals for Progress is an ongoing part of the ministry of our Family of Faith.  On Saturday, May 3th from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM we will be collecting bicycles, gently used sports equipment (specifically soccer and baseball equipment; including shoes) and sewing machines to ship around the world.  If you’d like to help on Saturday by helping break down bikes for shipment please sign up in the information center.  If you would like to give leadership to this program, or need more information please give Bob Berk, our coordinator, a call at 908-322-1693.
___________________
END OF LIFE

As a regular part of our healing and pastoral ministry, we offer programs that guide “end of life” decisions as we offer resources to address medical and legal concerns.  If you would like more information about living wills, organ donation and/or medical directives and proxies, please speak with one of the Pastors.  If you would like to discuss these issues and your plans, again please call the Pastors.  Your gift of organ donation is a critical stewardship issue.  95,000 Americans are awaiting life saving organs, 3,000 of them in New Jersey alone.  Every day, 20 people needlessly die while waiting.  When you renew your driver’s license, declare yourself a donor.  And take the time to fill out a donor card.

___________________
UPCOMING –
Apr. 14 – Staff Worship Planning


14 – Property Luncheon


15 – Broadway House


15 – Christ’s Caring Kids


15 – Carpenter’s Carvers


16 – FNS Lunch Party


20 – Gospel Liturgy – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.


21 – Staff Worship Planning


22 – FNS Lunch Party


22 – Christ’s Caring Kids


22 – CCRC Town Meeting


24 – Daytime Bible Study


26 – Spring Food Collection Begins


28 – Staff Worship Planning


28 – FNS Lunch Party


29 – Broadway House


29 – Christ’s Caring Kids


29 – Jewish/Christian Dialogue

May
1 – Daytime Bible Study


3 – Pedals for Progress


4 – Esteves Baptism 


4 – Christ’s Caring Kids Lunch Show


5 – Staff Worship Planning


7 – FNS Lunch Party


9 – Sadowski/Buske Rehearsal


10 – Soup Kitchen


10 – Sadowski/Buske Wedding


11 – Pentecost Sunday


11 – Affirmation of Baptism – 11:00 a.m.


12 – Staff Worship Planning


12 – Finance Committee


13 – Broadway House


13 – FNS Lunch Party


13 – Council


15 – Staff Retreat


17 – ARC Group Home Clean Up 

___________________
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