Family Notes
 R E S U R R E C T I O N   O F   O U R   L O R D / E A S T E R   D A Y
CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!
T
he Lord is risen indeed!  The open tomb of Jesus is the door to a new way of being in the world.  Easter is not one day but fifty.  For a week of weeks—fifty days—the church will explore the dimensions of this new life and raise a joyful alleluia!

Each of our Easter liturgies brings a unique message to us as God’s liberated people.

7:00 a.m. Our Easter begins in the Garden as on the first Easter.  The joy of the Easter announcement is shared as we light our Paschal Candle and affirm our Baptismal vows.

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  Our sanctuary is much as we left it on Good Friday.  The music and surroundings that encounter us are subdued at best.  Midst the bleakness of our Good Friday comes the Easter announcement with all its joy.  As our liturgy begins, our church comes alive in our celebrative processional.  Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Writing the Next Chapter,” reminds us that today is only the beginning of the Easter celebration.
As the Lenten season ends, we celebrate the joy and hope of Easter with changes in our liturgy.

· Our paraments are white

· Our cross is undraped

· We use our full liturgy, except the Kyrie
· Our new Paschal Candle burns

· Our Lenten Center blooms with Easter Lilies

To the ancient announcement, “CHRIST IS RISEN!” the Family responds, “HE IS RISEN INDEED!”

CHRIST IS RISEN!  Death is swallowed up forever!  Those who are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection now rejoice and celebrate the Eucharistic feast prepared for them.  “CHRIST IS RISEN!” they shout, “HE IS RISEN INDEED!” we reply. 

The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

For the last seven weeks our Lenten Center has stood at the foot of our altar Cross, reminding us of the brokenness and aridness of our lives.  Today, our altar holds the statue of the Crucified and Risen Christ from our original sanctuary in Summit, surrounded by the banks of Easter lilies.  Our Lenten Center has been moved to the right side of our chancel, and here midst its symbolism of our sin, an Easter lily blooms, a reminder of God’s gift of new life in our midst.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship ministry.
SILENT CONFESSIONAL

P:
Let us kneel and silently make confession to God. (Kneel)

C:
Almighty God, merciful Father:  I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve your punishment.  But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your boundless mercy.  For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life everlasting. Amen.
Our Lessons:

Acts 10:34-43.  Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to the Gentiles just as it had to Jews.
1 Corinthians 15:1-11.  The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the risen Lord in the preaching of this faith.
Mark 16:1-8.  The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.

_________________________________________________  
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Ron Waltemyer
John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore

Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley

Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine

Louise Smith
Dennis Callahan

John Chirichella
Ann Villa

Paul Lutz
Lois Stalo

Jean Bellone
Sandy Olson

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Maryann Carroll
Rudy Lonn

Joan Schutz
Jacob George

John Bellone
Catherine Sommo

Bill Ellis
Donna Whitaker

Ernie
Katie Anderson

Pauline Hummel
Jonathan Landrum

Fred Fiesenthaler
June Anderson

Janet Bradley
Jack

Gus Nelson
Curtis D. Kelly

Don Eisle
Donna Moody

Fran Ciccione
Ed Thelin

Joanne Toomey
Bill Shortes

Hank Reinbold, Jr.
Matt, Diane & Luke Evangelista

Gerry Cleaves
Harry Knipp

Jane
Sue

William Mullins
Joanne Toomey

Anna McQuaid
Jack Glynn

Sue Schnepf
Karen Bloomquist

Nick Crowley
Donna Neumann

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen
Wayne Gourley

The Family of Ronald Lee Gourley

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, Emma Clark, Beth Bertolini’s niece, 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  

___________________ 

JEWISH CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE

Our decade long conversation continues here on Thursday, May 14 at 8 p.m. as we welcome Rabbi Friedman and our sisters and brothers from the Summit Jewish Community Center.   Mark your calendars and watch for particulars on this special evening.  You can register this morning in the Information Center
___________________

 W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________

NEW BEGINNINGS

Much is happening in our Family during this time of New Beginnings.
-Pastor Kriesat continues to provide critical leadership in our worship life.
-Our Ministry Center Task Force is moving full speed ahead with recommendations for our Council for next steps.
-Pastor Mac continues in dialogue with Bishop Riley and the Seminary regarding longer range staffing.
-New ministries are underway with our Seniors and with Caregivers.
-We have begun a wonderful new relationship with a new Mission Partner, Grace Community Church in the Ironbound of Newark, a dynamic bilingual (Portuguese and English) community.  Pastor Moacir Weirich joins us to preach and lead Adult Forum on April 26.
Remember our Family in this exciting time as we celebrate the Spirit’s stirring in our midst.
__________________ 
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COFFEE


HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the coming weeks?  Sign up in the Information Center.  
Upcoming:
April 19 – Theri & Fred Rossol
April 26 – Ellen & Larry Holt

May 3 – Open

May 10 - Open

___________________  

FRONT







AND







CENTER

Seldom seen, our Altar Guild weekly prepares our Worship space for the Family to gather.  Today as they share in our Easter procession, we give thanks for their ministry that enriches our worship life.  Special thanks to Joyce Farrell & Pauline Anderson who serve as our Chairpersons.

___________________
  ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum resumes its educational ministry next Sunday at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

April 19 – The Life of the Apostle Peter – Join Rick Steves for this interesting look at Peter, eyewitness to Jesus’ three year ministry and resurrection.

April 26 – Greetings from the Ironbound! – A special day as we welcome our new Mission Partner, Pastor Moacir Weirich from Grace Lutheran Church in the Ironbound.  Come and learn about this unique mission and this dynamic Pastor.

May 3 – From the Battlefields to the Hallways -  A gripping story as a young child soldier from Sierra Leone, tells of seeing his entire family murdered, being impressed as a child soldier and his journey to the United States where he is now a student at Columbia High School in Maplewood.

May 10-17 – Journey of Faith – Join us for this special Holocaust observance as Pastor Mac shares his “journey of faith” across Europe, exploring the shoah and the church.

May 24 – Theologians Under Hitler – Our annual Holocaust observance continues with this provocative look at three of the greatest Christian scholars of the 20th century who sold their souls to Hitler.
___________________ 
Music Notes

Many thanks today to the  Sanctuary Choir, soloist Jane McCready, Faith Bell Ringers and instrumentalists who lead us in our Easter liturgy and hymns at both services…musicians include guests Samantha Kennedy, trumpet, Jeanine Erickson, trumpet, flute and piccolo, Richard and Anne Erickson, French horns, Nick Scheuble, timpani, and Alex Melhuish, percussion…Please join in the singing of the offertory anthem, which you will find as an insert in your bulletin…This week there are no rehearsals for our music groups, as they take a well-deserved break!...  FaithKIDS meet again on April 21st.
___________________
[image: image4.wmf]Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

To Date:  Our children have collected:  $1,711.72.
___________________ 
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Easter 
Lilies

A full listing of the Lily Memorials is available in the Information Center and in the Narthex.  Should you wish a copy, stop by and pick one up.  Thanks to all whose special gifts have enhanced the beauty of our Easter Celebration.

___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Chris Melhuish




11:00 – Jane McCready
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________ 

  WORLD HUNGER

[image: image6.wmf]
March 8 was the first of our world hunger Sundays in 2009.  Your gifts will provide the support that enables us to serve thousands of meals at the Soup Kitchen in the coming months.  They provide food for the dozens of families that will be
 staying with us in the Hospitality program.  And they will feed the hungry here and around the world through the ELCA World Hunger program.  Please prayerfully consider your gift and then respond generously and sacrificially to care for our sisters and brothers.  If you forgot your Hunger envelope that came with your mailing last week, simply mark a pew envelope “Hunger.”

Gifts after 4 Sundays total $4,317.05.
__________________ 
 Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
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         more than a house…a home
Our next group visits to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, April 21st.   Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.     

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is Easter Sunday, the Sunday of Sundays!…our First Communicants were on a “mini” retreat 3 weeks ago and receive their first Easter Communion today… our visit to Memorial Funeral Home was 2 weeks ago…our Celtic Lenten liturgy was 3 weeks ago…calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1161 out of the last 1176 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Sgt. Christopher Abeyta, 23, USA, Illinois
Cpl. Nicolas Belda, 23, French Army, France
Staff Sgt. Timothy Bowles, 24, USA, Arizona
Spc. Norman Cain III, 22, USA, Illinois
Cpl. Mathew Hopkins, 21, Royal Australian Army, Australia
1st Lt. Daniel Hyde, 24, USA, California
Cpl. Dean John, 25, British Royal Army, Wales

Lance Cpl. Patrick Malone, 21, USMC, Florida

Cpl. Graeme Stiff, 24, British Royal Army, Germany

Sgt. Robert Weinger, 24, USA, Illinois

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________

AIR MILES NEEDED 

FOR NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
A group of 5 Peer Leaders will be attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in summer 2009.  In order to help defray costs, we are asking for air mile donations.  If you are able to help, please contact our chaperone, Janet Bradley, at 908-464-4810.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1161 out of the last 1176 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
UPCOMING –
Apr. 12 – Easter




Lighting of Paschal Candle – 7:00 a.m.




Festival Eucharist – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 


13 – Finance Committee


14 – Cabinet


14 – Council

21 – Broadway House


21 – Carpenter’s Carvers


22 – FNS Lunch Party


26 – Spring Food Collection Begins


26 – Hospitality Guests Arrive


27 – Staff Worship Planning


30 – FNS Lunch Party

May   2 – Pedals for Progress


  3 – Gospel Liturgy

  3 – Hospitality Guests Depart


  4 – Staff Worship Planning


  5 – Broadway House


  6 – FNS Lunch Party


  9 – Soup Kitchen


11 – Staff Worship Planning


11 – Finance Committee


12 – FNS Lunch Party


12 – Council 


14 – Staff Retreat


14 – Jewish/Christian Dialogue


16 – ARC Clean Up


16 – Scotch Plains Fanwood Recycling
___________________  
FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  We are grateful for the leadership of Kristin Clapcich, our coordinator.  For more information, contact Kristin (908) 753-1163, Dr. Girvin, or Pastor Mac.

___________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry each Sunday at 9:40 a.m. All high school youth are invited to share in the special ministry.
Upcoming:
4/19 – Reel to Reel – Movie

4/26 – Reel to Reel – Movie

5/3 – “From the Battlefields to the Hallways”

5/10 – Journey of Faith – Holocaust Observance
___________________
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Explore the Wonders of the World!

Join us at Discovery Canyon VBS

Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade

Dates: June 29 to July 2, 2009

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

Registration is now underway.  For more information, call Lynne Melhuish at 908-464-6788.
Come for a week of stories, songs, crafts, and fun!  

___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
  Second Sunday of Easter
  
                                  Acts 4:32-35

                        1 John 1:1—2:2

John 20:19-31
____________________ 

TIME AND TALENT
 





Your recent mailing contained a Time and Talent commitment sheet, for you to indicate where you would like to share your gifts as we move ahead in this time of new beginnings.  Please return your commitment sheet at your earliest convenience and if you need information about any of the areas listed, please give the church office a call.  We look forward to a growing involvement by Family members in this exciting new time.  Additional sheets are available in the narthex.
___________________
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First Communion

The following young people received their First Communion on Holy Thursday, and are receiving their first Easter Communion today: Nicholas Clapcich, Elisabeth Galgano, Olivia Loggia, Charles McCready and Justin Sherman.  Our thanks to Carol MacPherson who worked with this group on their retreat.

___________________ 

EASTER WITNESS

The crosses on our lawn give witness to our neighbors of our Easter hope.  We were blessed that Lee Daniels, Joe Geist & Don Treich erected the three crosses on our front lawn at the beginning of Lent.
___________________
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
CELTIC LENTEN LITURGY
 
What a wonderful new addition to our worship schedule 3 weeks ago as full sanctuaries, complete with visitors, gathered for these beautiful liturgies which marked mid way on our Lenten journey.  Merynda Adams, Chris Lee and Max Morden joined Dr. Girvin and 10 “in house” instrumentalists and our choir which did “double duty” to make these special worship moments possible.  Young Kelsey’s dancing and Susanne Rocklein, the Pipe Major of the Governor Livingston Highlander Band added special touches to our day.  Our very special thanks to Dr. Girvin for all his extra work that made this Sunday so special.
___________________
ECONOMIC CRISIS
 

Daily, news comes of another household affected by the current economic crisis that is pervading our society.  Pastor is exploring ways the Family can be supportive to folks in the midst of this crisis.  If you’d like to join him to explore options, please give the Office a call or send an email to pastor.mac@verizon.net. 

___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Martin Luther’s statements on God’s creation:

God is in all creatures, even in the smallest flowers.

        Green Tip 

During your spring cleaning this year, don’t throw out your old used sneakers! Check out 

http://www.nikereuseashoe.com/, Nike’s shoe recycling project. This project takes old sneakers and turns them into materials that can be used in new track surfaces, as well as outdoor basketball and tennis courts. 

Green Opportunity:  Earth Day  

Earth Day this year falls on Wednesday, April 22.  On that day, and on the weekends before and after (April 18/19 and 25/26), there will be many activities around the state of New Jersey in which you can participate.  Check out the events calendar for April on the State of New Jersey’s environmental education website:  http://www.nj.gov/dep/seeds/earthday/april.htm. There will lso be an event at the shore on April 19th.  Read about it at:  www.visitnjshore.com.  Additional sources of information include:  www.nj.com.  Plan to spend some time in April out in God’s good creation.
___________________
JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY FOR

Easter II Eucharist -

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Education Hour 9:40 a.m.
___________________
Gospel Liturgy

Our next “special” liturgy is on May 3 as we gather for our Easter Gospel liturgies.  Plan on inviting your neighbors and friends to this special worship time.

___________________
BECAUSE IT’S EASTER:

…we know it is a time when our Family is blessed with many visitors in worship.  We are glad you are able to worship on this “Feast of Feasts,” and if you are without a Church home, we would invite you to learn more about our very special Family of Faith.

Organized in Summit in 1897, Faith relocated to New Providence in 1957, erecting our sanctuary in 1962 and our educational unit in 1967.  With almost 800 members, Faith has an active program of nurture for its members and care for its community and the world around us.  It is blessed with Mission Partnerships in Newark and Moshi, Tanzania.  The Family annually shares benevolence gifts in excess of $350,000 in order to share God’s love with others.  

Worship is THE central act that our entire community shares.  It is what strengthens us and enables us to live out our day to day baptismal calling.  It is the act which undergirds and directs the ministries of our Family of Faith.

THE FAMILY OF FAITH is a phrase most often used to describe Faith Lutheran Church.  With members coming from a wide radius and a rich diversity of backgrounds and life experiences, Faith seeks to live together as a FAMILY.  We believe that the Gospel calls us to put people ahead of structures and content ahead of form.  With this as background, the FAMILY continually seeks to find ways to help people grow in their faith and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a servant ministry.

___________________ 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Please check your mailboxes for materials pertaining to Tuesday night’s meeting.

___________________
Lenten Self Denial – Return Time
Many of us grew up with a tradition of using “lenten self denial” banks in which we made daily contributions during the Lenten season.  Your Lenten mailing had a “denial” envelope for your offering.  Again this year, all of the gifts received in this envelope will go to our hunger program that our Sunday School children are guiding, providing food for California Seniors.  Plan on returning your gifts this week.

___________________
REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting after Easter.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with Pastor today or call the Church Office.

___________________
THIS WEEK

The Church Office and Faith Nursery School will be closed tomorrow in observance of Easter, and the Nursery School will remain closed the rest of the week.  Doris will also be on vacation and Pastor will be in and out so if you have an emergency, please leave a message here and at his house.

___________________
SUNDAY’S COMING

Each week we send an email to the Family sharing news about our impending Sunday worship.  If you have email and are not presently receiving this aid, please contact the Church Office.  If you are receiving duplicate notices, please let us know.  If you do not have email access, print copies of the mailing are available in the Office late each Friday.

___________________ 

BECAUSE YOU ASKED
Often folks request copies of the Pastors’ sermons, which they are always happy to pass along.  In order to make these worship resources more readily available to the whole Family, they will now be posted each week at the Church website.  Simply click the link on the first page and it will take you right there.  And while you’re there, you can also download Family Notes.  These new links provide a great way to keep in touch, even when you aren’t here.

___________________















