Family Notes
T H I R D   S U N D A Y   I N   L E N T 
T
he warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent.  Lent is a season of repentance.  Cut it out or get cut down!  The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness:  “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.”  The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year.  That is good news for all of us.  Thanks be to God!
In our sermon this morning, “Bad Things/Good People!” Pastor Kriesat helps us consider the age old question – “why do bad things happen to good people?”  There are no simple answers, but in today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us some clues.
As we continue this penitential season, please note:

· a Lenten Center is at the foot of the cross

· there are no flowers on our altar
· we move to setting 3 of our liturgy
· we omit the Hymn of Praise

· we sing a psalm response between our first and second lesson

· our Lenten Sentence replaces the Alleluia

· a guided meditation in Family Notes gives direction to our reflection during communion

· there are no communion hymns

· our cross is draped in purple, a penitential color
· an additional cross is in our sanctuary, made out of Christmas trees, to remind us that the baby at Bethlehem is the Christ of the Cross
· draped aisle torches highlight this season
· there is no postlude
· crosses stand on our lawn reminding all of the Sacrifice on Calvary

The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table. 
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship and pastoral care ministry. 
GUIDED MEDITATION:  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – “We will be judged not only for the evil deeds of the children of darkness, but for the glaring silence of the children of light.”
Our Lessons:

Isaiah 55:1-9.  To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of abundant life.  God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love.  Those who return to the Lord will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.
1 Corinthians 10:1-13.  Paul uses images from Hebrew story and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ:  He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink.  Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.
Luke 13:1-9.  Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard call to obedience.  He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: 

Our first two lessons speak of the food that God provides for us, both spiritual and natural, while the Gospel looks at concerns that we all have about life in this world.
_________________________________________________ 
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

_________________________________________________  
REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting on Monday, March 29th.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with Pastor Mac today or call the Church Office.

_________________________________________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
Paul Lutz

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Harry Knipp
Annie Scherba

John Christiansen
Eric Brodbeck

Audrey Kelly
Jim Connaughton

Walter Leika
Robert Prezuhy

Todd Shell
Kruger Family

Margaret Kroouze
Herbert Evers

Chris Bjornstad
William Ellis

Gloria Fell
Joe Valentine

Rosalie Rohrbach
Marie Robinson

Bob Miller
Hildy Vallevand

Paul Maergeotes
Harvey Phillips

Laura McQuaid
David Rossnagel

Raymond Heuke
Joe Alfaro

Glen Martin
Lorraine Jespersen

Celeste Scott
Fran Ciccione

Pastor Mac
Julie Floch

Evelyn Berry
Toni Tschampion

Bill Weiss
Warren Vaché

Kate Woodworth
Alice Griffiths

Alice Nord
Marilyn Eddy

Dolly Glassman
Edith Kleineke


Andrew Stofa
The Family of Betty Grant
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1205 out of the last 1223 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 

NO COMMENT

In a 6 to 1 vote last Monday, the New Providence Board of Adjustment rejected Lutheran Social Ministries Continuing Care Retirement Community proposal.

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Cliff Auchter




11:00 – Beth Bertolini
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________  
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

Fourth Sunday in Lent
  
                            Joshua 5:9-12

                        2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for PFC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York awaiting deployment, and 1st Lt. Ryan Orbison, a friend of the Novaks.
___________________  
Searching for Envelope # 399

If you have 2010 Envelope number 399, please email Paul Mossberg at pmossberg@verizon.net or call the church office. Number 399 was not assigned to a contributor within Faith’s financial systems. We need to know who you are so that we may properly post your contributions. Thank you!

___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today  at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.  

   Today – March 28 – A LENTEN JOURNEY WITH THE WORD OF NEW LIFE – God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this, our six week Lenten Bible Study.
   Upcoming:

April 11 – GLORY TO GOD ALONE: THE LIFE  OF J.S. BACH
___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
MINISTRY CENTER
We’re underway with the overhaul and renovation of our Ministry Center.  Our new, energy efficient heater has been installed and our Ministry Center Core Team is in the final review stage with contractors as we get ready for our Kitchen renovation.  Our hearing with the town Board of Adjustment is now scheduled for March 15. You are encouraged to come to Town Hall and lend your support at 8:00 p.m.  And for a “photo peek” at what is going on, go to hhtp://flc-mc.blogspot.com/ 
___________________
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
This Week
 

Attention all 6th, 7th and 8th graders...our new block of Confirmation classes is now underway and continues each Wednesday evening from 6:15 to 7:15 through March 24th.  Please mark your calendars. 
___________________
Bakers Needed
 
Thanks to all those who helped bake cakes at Christmas for the Starfish Food Pantry.  They have asked us again if we can provide over 150 cakes for the food baskets they distribute at Easter.  The cake mixes and the foil pans will be provided.  You need to add the eggs, oil, frosting, and time.  If you are interested, please contact Susan Nord at 908-542-1252.  Cakes will be due back no later than Sunday, March 28.  Thanks again.

___________________
IT’S COLD OUTSIDE

The frigid temperatures have brought multiple deaths among the poorest of our sisters and brothers.  You can help save lives with the gift of clothing.  We are collecting:  Scarves and winter coats and men’s new socks.  Please place them in the box outside the Office and we will get them to St. John’s Soup Kitchen as quickly as possible.

___________________ 
Call Committee Underway
While on their Retreat the end of January, our Council spent the majority of their time discussing our search for a new second Pastor.    As their time drew to a close on the weekend, they formally appointed a Call Committee to begin that search.  Serving on this critical group are:  Cliff Auchter, KW Janne, Lauren Berk, Joyce Farrell, Bob Hasbrouck, Jane McCready, Cheryl Bock, Lynne Melhuish, Beth Bertolini, Brian Rook, Becky Ross, Susan Nord, Desiree Bouchat and Pastor Mac.  Thankfully, Desiree has graciously agreed to Chair our Call Committee.
Our Committee is underway with their meetings and contact with potential candidates.  Please keep them in your prayers as they are about this crucial work.
___________________
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
 
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  
To date:  $1,376.42 has been collected.
___________________
Music Notes
Our liturgy setting during Lent is Setting Three, familiar to many as Lutheran Book of Worship Setting One …The choir is currently working on music for Holy Week and Easter, Wednesdays after the Mid-Week Lenten services (approx. 8 PM)…new members are encouraged to join for this season and Easter…Music of J.S. Bach is the theme of our worship on March 14th… special guests include the Madison String Quartet and Max Morden, trumpet…FaithKIDS meet on Wednesdays from 4-5 PM…grades K-5 are invited at any time…they will play bells on Palm Sunday.

__________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

Our next group visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, March 16.  Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.   Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com. 

___________________

DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the Third Sunday in Lent…join us this morning in Forum for our Lenten Bible Study…plan on joining us Monday evenings in Lent for our Bible Study on the Parables and on Dietrich Bonhoeffer…next Sunday we have our Bach Lenten Eucharists…our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner was February 16…plan on joining our Lenten journey by worshipping each week on Wednesday…mark your calendars for Lenten worship and study… 2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center or in Forum now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1205 out of the last 1223 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Rifleman Peter Aldridge, 19, Royal British Army, England

Sgt. Daniel Angus, 28, USMC, Florida
Lance Cpl. Daniel Cooper, 22, Royal British Army, England
Tech Sgt. Adam Ginett, 29, USAF, North Carolina
Pfc. Gifford Hurt, 19, USA, New York
Lance Cpl. Jeremy Kane, 22, USMC, Maryland
Staff Sgt. Thaddeus Montgomery, 29, USA, Montana
Soldier Claes Olsson, 22, Norwegian Army, Norway
Lance Cpl. Timothy Poole, 22, USMC, Kentucky
Petty Officer 2nd Class Xin Qi, 25, USMC, Tennessee
Lance Cpl. Zachary Smith, 29, USMC, New York
___________________ 
CONFIRMATION RETREAT
 

Our annual Confirmation Retreat was last weekend here at church.  Dozens of our confirmands attended, and special thanks to our adult advisors and our Peer Leaders.
___________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry today as they gather downstairs in the Youth lounge. All high school youth are invited to share in this special ministry.
Today – A Trip to the Loft with Dr. Girvin
___________________ 
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BACH LENTEN EUCHARISTS

SUNDAY, MARCH 14

8:30 AND 11:00 A.M.

THE MADISON STRING QUARTET
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SANCTUARY CHOIR 
AND TRUMPETER MAX MORDEN

LEAD US IN THIS SPECIAL MORNING OF SACRED MUSIC

___________________
UPCOMING –
Mar.    8 – Finance Committee


   8 – FNS Lunch Party


   8 – Evening Bible Study


   9 – Staff Worship Planning


   9 – Council 


10 – Spoken Eucharist 6:45 a.m.


10 – Confirmation Class


10 – Evening Prayer & Eucharist 7:30 p.m.


11 – Ministry Center Core Team


13 – Soup Kitchen


14 – World Hunger Sunday


15 – Ministry Center at Board of Adjustment 


16 – Staff Worship Planning


16 – Broadway House


17 – Spoken Eucharist 6:45 a.m.


17 – Confirmation Class


17 – Evening Prayer & Eucharist 7:30 p.m.


18 – FNS Lunch Party


20 – First Communion Retreat


21 – Stewardship Committee


21 – Call Committee


22 – FNS Lunch Party


22 – Evening Bible Study


23 – Staff Worship Planning


23 – Carpenter’s Carvers


24 – Spoken Eucharist 6:45 a.m.


24 – Confirmation Class


24 – Evening Prayer & Eucharist 7:30 p.m.


28 – Passion/Palm Sunday


30 – Staff Worship Planning

Apr.   1 – Holy Thursday



Spoken Eucharist – 12:15 p.m.




Eucharist & 1st Communion – 7:30 p.m.


   2 – Good Friday



Peer Leader Breakfast – 9:00 a.m.




Children’s CrossWalk – 10:00 a.m.




Community Service – 12:00 p.m.




Tenebrae Service – 7:30 p.m.


   4 – Easter Sunday



Lighting of Paschal Candle – 7:00 a.m.




Festival Eucharist – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.


   6 – Broadway House


   6 – Staff Worship Planning


   7 – FNS Lunch Party
___________________
HAITI AID
Our Family of Faith joins in the effort to deliver support and assistance to the victims of the Haiti earthquake.  ELCA Disaster Response is already working through long-standing partnerships on the ground to provide emergency food, water, shelter and medical supplies.  Your gifts will be used entirely (100 percent) for immediate relief and ongoing recovery in Haiti.  Your prayers and generous gifts will make a life-saving difference.  Please make your check payable to Faith and marked ELCA Disaster Response or Haiti Relief.  $3,600 has already been forward from the Family.  
We are expecting to begin a collection of supplies through Lutheran World Relief within the next several days.
___________________
KINGDOM LIVING:

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

Mondays through March 22, 2010, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

How do you describe the Kingdom of God?  Well, Jesus did it with parables and it is there that we will spend our Lenten journey.  Come discover the richness of the gifts of God.  AND… as we did last year, we have a companion devotional, Forty day journey with Dietrich Bonhoeffer which probes the reality of living our faith in a creative way to engage directly with God’s Word during the Lenten season.  To join us, sign up in the information center or email pastor.mac@verizon.net.  If you are already registered, your books are available outside the Office.

___________________
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SHROVE TUESDAY 

PANCAKE SUPPER

The tradition continued as dozens and dozens from the Family gathered February 16 for our Annual Pancake Supper. Thanks to our Convener, Dee Tamburro, and all our volunteers who made this a special event.

___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought - Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:  “On the eve of the twenty-first century, the human experiment and the biosphere that has sustained it stand in profound jeopardy. The ‘four horsemen’ of destruction—human population explosion at the expense of the plants and animals of earth; environmental damage to air, water, and soil; the misery of growing masses of the poor; and the global militarization aimed at retaining unjust advantage over the earth’s resources for a wealthy elite—create a combined set of catastrophic scenarios. Those with the greatest power seemed determined to refuse to take these danger signs seriously and instead plan to keep ‘business as usual’ in place, even as the capacity of the planet to sustain such ‘business’ erodes. Yet our task is not to indulge in apocalyptic despair, but to continue the struggle to reconcile justice in human relations with a sustainable life community on earth.” (from Gaia and God by Rosemary Radford Ruether, professor, Claremont School of Theology and Claremont Graduate University)

      Green Tip: Conserve Electricity- Unplug home appliances when not in use. Just because they are not in use, many (such as microwaves, televisions, DVD players, and computers) still use energy when plugged in and turned off!

___________________ 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Please check your mail boxes for materials pertaining to Tuesday night’s meeting.

___________________
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COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the new year?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Thanks to today’s hosts, Audrey Kelly, Emily Deats & Dan Seidel.
Upcoming:
March 14 – Susan & Harry Nord
March 21 – Open
March 28 - Open
___________________ 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENTS

    Having completed our pledge campaign and received approval of an expense plan in support of Faith’s ministries for 2010, our stewardship efforts return again from financial giving to an emphasis on our response to God’s gracious gifts of our time and talents.  Volunteering to help those in need around us, through our outreach ministries, is an ongoing response of the folks of Faith to those gifts.  While coming months will see emphases on different areas of outreach, we take a brief look here at participation of our folks in Habitat for Humanity and Broadway House.

     Habitat for Humanity helps meet the ever growing need for low-income housing.  Over the last ten years, folks from Faith have volunteered their time, along with others, to the Greater Plainfield Habitat for Humanity chapter and have worked on building or renovating about ten houses in the Plainfield area.  New projects are currently awaiting closing on building lots.  Various talents from swinging a hammer to painting are needed at different times depending on the stage of construction.  Further information is available from Lee Daniels at 973-514-1665.

     Broadway House in Newark is New Jersey’s only continuing care facility for people living with HIV/AIDS.  Regular visitors from Faith visit Broadway House usually twice a month to bring comfort, companionship and socialization to the residents, in addition to aiding the staff with organized activities.  Folks who make regular visits are required to fill out a volunteer application.  Regular visitors tend to develop ongoing relationships that are much valued by the residents.  Other folks from Faith have brought joy and entertainment to the residents by participating in a Spring Sing and a Christmas Caroling visit.  In addition, FaithKids visited last spring, bringing a program of entertainment to the residents.  Folks interested in participating in this important ministry can contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8932 or jane@mccready.com. 

     Let us continue to respond to the call to care for our neighbors through the prayerful stewardship of the time and talents with which God has blessed us.

                                                 Yours in Christ,

                                                  Stewardship Committee

___________________
THE CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE
 
Late in November, 6 of our folks met with Pastor Mac for conversations related to the ELCA Sexuality Statement.  Out of those talks came an interest in gathering again in the new year and inviting other members of the parish to join in this conversation.  If you might be interested in being with us when next we meet, please sign the sheet in the Information Center or call Pastor Mac.

___________________
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Wednesdays in Lent:  

“BEGINNINGS OF THE CHURCH”
Spoken Eucharist at 6:45 a.m.

Evening Prayer & Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.

March 10 

– 
“Galatia”
March 17 

– 
“Ephesus”

March 24 

– 
“Philippi”
Invite your friends and co-workers to join us for these worship opportunities.

_______________________________
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PALM SUNDAY, March 28 – 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. – Palms & Eucharist

“End of the Road”


HOLY THURSDAY, April 1 - 12:15 and 7:30 p.m. - Eucharist


          
(7:30 p.m. - Rite of First Communion)

“Beginning with Bread”


GOOD FRIDAY, April 2 - 




10:00 a.m. – Children’s CROSSWALK  




12:00 noon - Community Ecumenical Service at Faith




7:30 p.m. - Tenebrae with Stripping of the Altar

“Dead End”


SATURDAY, April 3 - A Day of Silence and Meditation

             EASTER, April 4 -

 
 

7:00 a.m. - Lighting of the Paschal Candle in the Garden  


 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. - Easter Procession and Festival Eucharist

Bells, Brass and Timpani

“Beginning at Dawn”

_______________________________















