Family Notes
 T H I R D   S U N D A Y   I N   L E N T 
T
he third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history:  The gift of the law to those God freed from slavery.  The ten commandments are one of the chief parts of Luther’s catechism, a core piece of baptismal instruction.  They begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives.  When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods.
Pastor Kriesat’s sermon, “What Are You Looking For?” attempts to link this story to our modern quest to find "meaning in life."

As we continue this penitential season, please note:

· a Lenten Center is at the foot of the cross

· there are no flowers on our altar
· we use setting 2 of our liturgy
· we omit the Hymn of Praise

· we sing a psalm response between our first and second lesson

· our Lenten Sentence replaces the Alleluia

· a guided meditation in Family Notes gives direction to our reflection during communion

· there are no communion hymns

· our cross is draped in purple, a penitential color
· an additional cross is in our sanctuary, made out of Christmas trees, to remind us that the baby at Bethlehem is the Christ of the Cross
· draped aisle torches highlight this season
· there is no postlude

· crosses stand on our lawn reminding all of the Sacrifice on Calvary

The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  
GUIDED MEDITATION:  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – “We will be judged not only for the evil deeds of the children of darkness, but for the glaring silence of the children of light.”

Our Lessons:

Exodus 20:1-17.  After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in community.  The ten commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship.  Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property.

I Corinthians 1:18-25.  The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death.  But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us.  The center of Paul's preaching is Christ crucified.

John 2:13-22.  Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple.  When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection.  In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:
Today's sermon is based on the Gospel reading from St. John, where we hear the story of the cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem.  Jesus uses this occasion to call attention to the inter-connection between a worshipping community and His own body.  This Gospel story, and indeed the whole Lenten Season, teaches us where to seek God:  In the cross of Christ, where the "temple" of Jesus' body is destroyed, only to be raised up again in three days.

_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
_________________________________________________ 

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Dorothy Kauff
Vivian Mossberg


Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen


Bob Peterson
Ron Waltemyer


John Glass
Sherry Peterson


Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore


Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley


Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine


Louise Smith
Dennis Callahan

John Chirichella
Ann Villa


Paul Lutz
Lois Stalo


Jean Bellone
Sandy Olson

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde
Lila Black
Deborah Corgan

Maryann Carroll
Rudy Lonn

Joan Schutz
Liz Siebelts

Jacob George
Bonnie Evanhoff

John Bellone
Catherine Sommo

Bill Ellis
Donna Whitaker

Ernie
Caitlyn Seals

Katie Anderson
Pauline Hummel

Jonathan Landrum
Fred Fiesenthaler

June Anderson
Janet Bradley

Jack
Gus Nelson

Curtis D. Kelly
Don Eisle

Donna Moody
Fran Ciccione

Ed Thelin
Joanne Toomey

Kalie Janne
Bill Shortes
Hank Reinbold, Jr.
Matt, Diane & Luke Evangelista

Gerry Cleaves
Harry Knipp
Jane
Sue

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, Emma Clark, Beth Bertolini’s niece, 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  

___________________ 
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HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the coming weeks?  Sign up in the Information Center.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Laura & Pete McQuaid.  
Upcoming:
March 22 – Peer Leaders
March 29 – Donna & Walter Wlodarski
April 5 – Open

April 19 – Open

April 26 – Ellen & Larry Holt

May 3 - Open

___________________  
 PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
  Fourth Sunday in Lent
  
                                  Numbers 21:4-9

                        Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21
____________________  

Our Council was on Retreat last weekend and made several major decisions in our time of New Beginnings.
-They affirmed and supported Pastor Mac’s continued ministry with the Family.
-They affirmed that we are a “Two Pastor Parish.”
-They requested Pastor Mac to contact Bishop Riley to begin staffing discussions.
-They requested that Pastor contact the Seminary to discuss Intern options.
-They affirmed and discussed Pastor Kriesat’s continued assistance with the Pastoral Office.
-They began plans for a major stewardship emphasis that will provide funds for a return to normal staffing, that will include multiple gatherings led by the Council in the post Easter period.
-They planned our special Forum on March 8 to begin these conversations with the Congregation.
If you have questions, please contact a Church Council member or our President Cliff Auchter or our Vice-President KW Janne.
___________________ 
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REDISCOVERING

THE BOOK OF FAITH
Mondays, through March 30, 7:30-9:00 P.M.
TOMORROW
Join Pastor Mac and our 47 participants for this exciting Lenten Study that seeks to answer three questions:  Where did the Bible come from, how did the Bible come to be, and how did the Bible become our Book of Faith.  AND The Book of Faith Forty Day Lenten Journey which will connect forty personal daily readings with a study of Scripture, and provide a creative way to engage directly with God’s Word during the Lenten season.  To help us plan and order materials, simply register in the Information Center or email pastor.mac@verizon.net. 

___________________ 
  ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

Today – April 5 –A Book for the Lenten Journey – God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this, our five Lenten Bible Study.

April 19 – The Life of the Apostle Peter – Join Rick Steves for this interesting look at Peter, eyewitness to Jesus’ three year ministry and resurrection.
___________________ 
Music Notes

Music during the communion meditation today is an arrangement of the American hymn, “Amazing Grace”…The prelude at the second service is provided by Beth Bertolini and Sally Reier…The Sanctuary Choir anthem today comes to us from the Renaissance era…Today our FaithKIDS will sing at the 8:30 AM service…next week we worship in a Celtic style with hymns from England, Scotland and Ireland…guest musicians and many congregational instrumentalists join our Sanctuary Choir for both services…Our choir continues to grow…we are currently working on music for Holy Week and Easter, Wednesdays after the Mid-Week Lenten services (approx. 8 – 9:15 PM)

__________________

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Beth Bertolini




11:00 – Janet Bradley
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________ 
FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  We are grateful for the leadership of Kristin Clapcich, our coordinator.  For more information, contact Kristin (908) 753-1163, Dr. Girvin, or Pastor Mac.

___________________ 
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Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

To Date:  Our children have collected:  $1,471.44.
___________________  
WORLD HUNGER
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Last Sunday was the first of our world hunger Sundays in 2009.  Your gifts will provide the support that enables us to serve thousands of meals at the Soup Kitchen in the coming months.  They provide food for the dozens of families that
will be staying with us in the Hospitality program.  And they will feed the hungry here and around the world through the ELCA World Hunger program.  Please prayerfully consider your gift and then respond generously and sacrificially to care for our sisters and brothers.  If you forgot your Hunger envelope that came with your mailing last week, simply mark a pew envelope “Hunger.”

Gifts after one Sunday total $2,139.05.
__________________ 
Kid's Closet Collection 2009
Again, the Family responds to those in need!   Approximately 170 new winter jackets and assorted winter clothing items valued at $6500.00 were donated by the Family and Faith Nursery School to the Kid's Closet Division of the NJ Food Bank.  The contributions exceeded last year by $1500.00. Many thanks to all who made contributions and a special thanks to Walt Bischoff who inventoried and transported the clothes to the Food Bank on Monday, February 23.  Our thanks to Cindy Rowan who again coordinated this ministry.
___________________ 

 Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
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BROADWAY HOUSE

more than a house…a home
Our next group visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, March 24th.  Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.     

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Our Council was on Retreat last weekend…Registration continues for our Lenten Evening Bible Study which meets each Monday…we’re also registering for 2 programs on aging and a trip to Memorial Funeral Home…our confirmands were on Retreat 2 weeks ago…thanks to all who made our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper possible…calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1157 out of the last 1172 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Staff Sgt. Jeremy Bessa, 26, USA, Hawaii
Staff Sgt. Timothy Davis, 28, USA, Washington
Lt. Col. Garnet Derby, 44, USA, Montana
Staff Sgt. Sean Diamond, 41, USA, California
Spc. James Dorsey, 23, USA, Illinois
Pfc. Albert Jex, 23, USA, Arizona 
Pfc. Jonathan Roberge, 22, USA, Massachusetts
Spc. Christopher Sweet, 28, USA, Hawaii
Cpl. Stephen Thompson, 23, USA, Oklahoma
Pfc. Cwislyn Walter, 19, USANG, Hawaii
Sgt. Joshua Ward, 30, USA, Kentucky
Pvt. Ryan Wrathall, 21, Royal British Army, England
___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________

Bakers Needed
 
Thanks to all those who helped bake cakes at Christmas for the Starfish Food Pantry.  They have asked us again if we can provide over 150 cakes for the food baskets they distribute at Easter.  The cake mixes and the foil pans will be provided.  You need to add the eggs, oil, frosting, and time.  If you are interested, please contact Susan Nord at 908-542-1252.  Cakes will be due back no later than Sunday, April 5.  Thanks again.
___________________
AIR MILES NEEDED 

FOR NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
A group of 5 Peer Leaders will be attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in summer 2009.  In order to help defray costs, we are asking for air mile donations.  If you are able to help, please contact our chaperone, Janet Bradley, at 908-464-4810.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1157 out of the last 1172 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
[image: image7.wmf]
SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER
The tradition continued as the Family gathered 3 weeks ago for our Annual Pancake Supper.  Over 100 folks turned out for this night of fellowship before Lent begins.  Special thanks to Dee Tamburro and all her task force and volunteers for making the evening possible.

___________________

UPCOMING –
Mar 15 – Youth & Family Ministry Team


16 – Staff Worship Planning


16 – Evening Bible Study


17 – FNS Lunch Party


17 – Program on Aging


17 – Program for Caregivers


17 – Carpenter’s Carvers


18 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


18 – Confirmation Class


22 – Celtic Liturgy – Eucharist 8:30 & 11 a.m.


23 – Staff Worship Planning


23 – FNS Lunch Party


23 – Evening Bible Study


24 – Broadway House


25 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


25 – Confirmation Class


29 – Funeral Home Visit


30 – Staff Worship Planning


30 – Evening Bible Study

Apr.   1 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.

            1 – Confirmation Class


   2 – Staff Meeting


   5 – Passion/Palm Sunday Worship 8:30 &11 a.m.


   6 – Staff Worship Planning


   6 – FNS Lunch Party


   7 – Broadway House


   9 – Holy Thursday – Spoken Eucharist 12:15 p.m.


   9 – Holy Thursday – Eucharist & 






        1st Communion – 7:30 p.m.


10 – Peer Leader Breakfast – 9:00 a.m.


10 – Children’s Crosswalk – 10:00 a.m.


10 – Good Friday Community Service – 12:00 p.m.


10 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service – 7:30 p.m.


11 – Soup Kitchen


12 – Easter




Lighting of Paschal Candle – 7:00 a.m.




Festival Eucharist – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

___________________  
A SPECIAL VISIT
Few of us go to a funeral home except when we are upset because of the death of a loved one, a neighbor or a co-worker.  And so as a special offering related to our recent “Death and Dying” programs, we are offering a visit to Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood on Sunday, March 29 at 12:30.  Our own Tom Keiser Jr. will explain what is involved in funeral planning and take us on a tour of his Home.  If you are interested in joining us, please register in the Information Center.  If you have questions, please call Pastor Mac.
___________________ 
BIBLE STUDY?????
Why not make this Lent the time to grow in your faith by participating in one of our Bible Studies.  Each Sunday we have a study of that day’s Scripture lessons and on Monday evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m. we have Rediscovering the Book of Faith and The Book of Faith-40 Day Lenten Journey.  See Pastor Mac this morning for details.
___________________
SENIORS ALERT 

This Week
 
You’re invited to join Lyn Nelson, Director of the Faith Counseling Center for more than 20 years and Pastor Mac, for two special programs this Tuesday, March 17 on Aging.
Come at 1:30 for Coffee, Cake and Caring, a special time to talk about the challenges of getting older and the resources and opportunities that are also present at this time in life.  Time to explore ways we can support each other and how our Family of Faith can be supportive.
And/Or
Come at 7:30 for Comfort and Care for Caregivers, as we explore the challenges of caring for older parents and relatives.  Again, a time to explore support among others with common experiences and time to see how our Family of Faith can be supportive.  Ps…cake and coffee too! 
Register for either or both of these special programs in the Information Center or by calling the Church Office or by sending Pastor Mac an email pastor.mac@verizon.net. 
___________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
CONFIRMATION CLASS – This Week
The Lenten Confirmation Class Block will meet each Wednesday through April 1, beginning at 6:15 p.m. Dee Tamburro & Mark Olson, our lay catechists, and Pastor Mac will be teaching courses on Jesus Christ, The Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.
___________________
To the Family of Faith,


The family of Christian Petzinger and Mona Auch want to sincerely thank everyone for their prayers, cards and tremendous support during this very difficult time.  A special thank you to Pastor Mac, Carol and Dr. Girvin.






Sincerely,






Rosemary Petzinger






Mona Auch

___________________
TIME AND TALENT
 





Your recent mailing contained a Time and Talent commitment sheet, for you to indicate where you would like to share your gifts as we move ahead in this time of new beginnings.  Please return your commitment sheet at your earliest convenience and if you need information about any of the areas listed, please give the church office a call.  We look forward to a growing involvement by Family members in this exciting new time.
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Martin Luther’s statements on God’s creation:

God writes the Gospel, not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.

        Green Tip 

Meat eaters contribute 3,000 pounds more CO2 emissions (a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming) per year on average than vegetarians.  Don't want to give up meat altogether? Try for a happy medium - go meatless at least once a week for many environmental and health benefits, without compromising your taste for a meaty meal. For ideas, recipes and information on how reducing your consumption of meat can improve your health, try the Meatless Mondays website.  Not up for a completely vegetarian meal? -  remember that poultry produces less greenhouse gases and consumes less water resources than beef, and fish or seafood is lower still, so you could consider including more fish in your diet and less beef.  When choosing fish or seafood, look for the Marine Stewardship Council’s certification that ensures the item was sustainably harvested.

        Green Opportunity:  National Wildlife Week (Mar. 16 – 21)

Mar. 16 – 21 is National Wildlife Week.  During this time, you are encouraged to get outdoors (even in the cold) and enjoy nature.  There are a number of nearby natural areas to visit, such as the Great Swamp, Watchung Reservation, and the Reeves-Reed Arboretum, in addition to many, many hiking trails throughout the state.  Studies have indicated that time outdoors engaging in unstructured play and interaction with the natural world is particularly important for children.  Health benefits for adults have also been found.  So, find some time this week to re-connect with nature.

___________________
YOU’RE INVITED
Today
 
As most of you know, our Family is greatly involved with the Greater Plainfield Habitat for Humanity, building house after house and providing major funding over the years.  With the prospect of some significant land becoming available at a time of diminishing resources, Habitat is inviting friends and supporters to share in this special time.  And so you are invited to a special RECEPTION at Swain Galleries, 703 Watchung Avenue in Plainfield, today from 3-6 P.M.  Food, drink and a Jazz Ensemble will add to the day.  For tickets, please contact Joe Geist at 665 1681 or Lee Daniels at 973 514 1665.  And if you’d like to join our Habitat crew, speak to Joe or Lee when you call.
___________________

Wednesdays in Lent:  

“PEOPLE OF FAITH…”
Spoken Eucharist at 6:45 a.m.

Evening Prayer & Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.

March 18 
– 
“Mary”
March 25 
– 
“Mary Magdalene”
April 1 
– 
“Peter”
Invite your friends and co-workers to join us for these worship opportunities.

_________________________________________________
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             Celtic Lenten Liturgy

                      Next Sunday, March 22





  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

                        



Harp, Violin, Trumpet 

& many congregational instrumentalists

Invite your friends, neighbors & co-workers 

to this special worship time.

_________________________________________________
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PALM/PASSION SUNDAY, April 5 – 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. – Palms & Eucharist

“A Ride into Hell”



HOLY THURSDAY, April 9 - 12:15 and 7:30 p.m. - Eucharist


          
(7:30 p.m. - Rite of First Communion)

“Communion to Go”



GOOD FRIDAY, April 10 - 




10:00 a.m. – Children’s CROSSWALK  




12:00 noon - Community Ecumenical Service at Faith




7:30 p.m.-Tenebrae with Stripping of the Altar

“When the Book Slams Shut”


SATURDAY, April 11 - A Day of Silence and Meditation

               EASTER, April 12 -

 
 

7:00 a.m. - Lighting of the Paschal Candle in the Garden  


 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. - Easter Procession and Festival Eucharist

“Writing the Next Chapter”
_________________________________________________















