Family Notes
 S I X T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   E P I P H A N Y
T
he leper is confident in Jesus’ power to heal.  Naaman, on the other hand, is comically hard to convince that he can be healed by such an unlikely foreigner as Elisha, who directs him to wash in such a sorry excuse for a river as the Jordan.  Jesus’ healing power is here among us in the ordinary water of the font, in the ordinary bread, in the ordinary people who make up the body of Christ.  We would be well-advised to take the advice of the least powerful among us (like the servant girl in Naaman’s household) if we want to find the one who will heal us.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Come to Pharaoh,” reminds us of the breadth of the Church and the magnitude of God’s care.
The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  Our thanks to Pastor Bob Kriesat who joins us today to celebrate the Eucharist.
Our fountain is on our altar today, reminding us of our baptisms and God’s constant care.  During this Epiphany season, in place of our usual flowers, greens, the color of life, fill our altar.  (If you would like to help provide these worship gifts, please sign the flower chart in the narthex.  On the last Sunday of Epiphany, our plants will be distributed to our ill and shut ins.)

Our Lessons:

2 Kings 5:1-14.  Elisha tells Naaman, a Syrian general, to immerse himself in the Jordan River to be cleansed of his leprosy.  Initially refusing to do this humble act, Naaman eventually obeys and is healed, revealing not the magic of the water but the power of Israel’s God.
1 Corinthians 9:24-27.  Using the athletic imagery of a runner and a boxer, Paul illustrates to the Corinthians how Christians have a focus committed to the ministry of the Gospel, so that their victorious goal is not individual glory but eternal life for all.
Mark 1:40-45.  Jesus cures a leper and asks him to tell no one but a priest, in accordance with Levitical law.  Though Jesus performs miracles, his identity as Messiah will not be understood until the cross.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Here we stand at an historical moment.  For the first time in almost 12 years we are without two called Pastors.  In fact, for 19 of the last 20 years, our Family has been blessed to have a team pastoral ministry, that has enabled and empowered the mutual ministry we share.  And today, our dear brother, Pastor Walt and Katie and the boys are worshiping with a group of strangers, at St. James Lutheran Church in Burnsville, Minnesota.  And with those words, we are suddenly aware that this is a teaching moment for us all.  About the breadth of the Christ’s Church.  About the extent of God’s care.  Our first lesson tells the story of Naaman who was convinced that God was limited.  Until his servants taught him otherwise.  Paul reminds us in our Second Lesson of what it means to be focused in our ministry.  And our Gospel?  It tells the story of unbounded joy when people realize they have been touched by God’s love.  Good lessons for a day filled with mixed emotions.  And the bottom line…as everyday that we are touched by God’s grace, today is a day of new beginnings for us all.
_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1153 out of the last 1168 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
New Members

What a joy 3 weeks ago to welcome new members into our Family of Faith.  Sharing our ministry in the days to come are:
Dorcas & Dave Cook
Chatham

Marguerite Jahnsen
Fanwood
Janet & Russ Mangione
Fanwood
Marisa Mangione & Matthew Bridges
Scotch Plains

Rosalie Rohrbach
Livingston

Jason & Lauren Scott
New Providence
Karl Thomason
Summit
We are thankful for your partnership in our mutual ministry.   

___________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Dorothy Kauff
Vivian Mossberg


Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen


Bob Peterson
Ron Waltemyer


John Glass
Sherry Peterson


Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore


Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley


Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine


Louise Smith
Ruth Van Zyl


Dennis Callahan
John Christiansen


John Chirichella
Ann Villa


Paul Lutz
Lois Stalo


Jean Bellone
Thomas Braun


Sandy Olson
Mary Sullivan


Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde


Lila Black
Deborah Corgan


Maryann Carroll
Rudy Lonn


Joan Schutz
Liz Siebelts

Jacob George
Bonnie Evanhoff


John Bellone
Catherine Sommo

Bill Ellis
Donna Whitaker

Ernie
Caitlyn Seals

Katie Anderson
Pauline Hummel

Frances & Leo Kanerva
Jonathan Landrum

Fred Fiesenthaler
June Anderson

Janet Bradley
Jack

Gus Nelson
Curtis D. Kelly

Don Eisle
Donna Moody

Fran Ciccione
Elinor & Ed Thelin

Joanne Toomey
Kalie Janne

John Everson
Bill Shortes
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, Emma Clark, Beth Bertolini’s niece, 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and Tech. Sgt. Thomas MacPherson, Carol & Pastor Mac’s nephew.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  

___________________ 
[image: image1.wmf]COFFEE


HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the coming weeks?  Sign up in the Information Center.  Thanks to today’s host, Laura McQuaid.
Upcoming:

February 22 – Robin Bohnenberger
March 1 – Susan Nord & Dee Tamburro
March 8 – Audrey Kelly & Bea Woodruff
March 15 – Open

March 22 - Open

___________________  
IF YOU CALL…
Faith Nursery School will be closed this week and Doris will be on vacation.  If you call and Pastor Mac is not in, please leave a message. As always, in an emergency, please call him at home.
___________________ 

AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

  Transfiguration of Our Lord
  
                                  2 Kings 2:1-12

                        2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9
____________________  

NEW BEGINNINGS
 
          Your congregational mailing this last week, described our Family’s next steps as we move through this time of transition after Pastor Walt’s ministry.  Pastor Robert Kriesat, a member of our Family, joins us today to assist with our ministry between now and the end of August.


You are invited to join Pastor Mac in Forum this week and next for a conversation about our time of new beginnings.
          Your mailing this week also had a Time and Talent commitment sheet, to encourage your response to share in our ministry as we move ahead.  Please return your sheets to the Office as soon as possible.
          Jane McCready will be adding additional administrative hours to her schedule to assist in this transition.
          Our Council will be going on Retreat again March 6-7, to explore next steps for our Family.
          Please remember Pastor Walt and the people of St. James in your prayers and please keep our Family of Faith in your prayers as we face a time of critical decisions and discernment.
___________________ 
REDISCOVERING

THE BOOK OF FAITH
MONDAYS   MARCH 2-30

7:30-9:00 P.M.
Join Pastor Mac for this exciting Lenten Study that seeks to answer three questions:  Where did the Bible come from, how did the Bible come to be, and how did the Bible become our Book of Faith.  AND The Book of Faith Forty Day Lenten Journey which will connect forty personal daily readings with a study of Scripture, and provide a creative way to engage directly with God’s Word during the Lenten season.  To help us plan and order materials, simply register in the Information Center or email pastor.mac@verizon.net. 

___________________
  ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

Today and Next Week –A Pastoral Conversation with Pastor Mac – Time to explore where we are headed in our Mutual Ministry and immediate plans for our Family.

March 1 & March 15 - April 5 –A Book for the Lenten Journey – God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this, our six week Lenten Bible Study.

March 8 – The Family’s Time of New Beginnings – Conversation with our Council leaders about directions for the Family as we move ahead.
___________________ 
Music Notes

…Rehearsals continue for the Sanctuary Choir…we have had several new members the past few months, so if you’re interested in singing with the group, you won’t be the only new member!...we meet on Wednesday nights at 7:30-9 PM…Next week we observe the end of Epiphany with our annual Jazz Services…special guests include Max Morden, Nick Scheuble, Tim Ries, Wycliffe Gordon and Tim Givens…a terrific day to invite your friends and neighbors… 

__________________ 
COUNCIL INSTALLATION
Two weeks ago at each of our liturgies we installed our newly elected Church Council and Officers for another year of ministry.  We give thanks for the servant ministry of:

Cliff Auchter
Lauren Berk

Beth Bertolini
Robin Bohnenberger

Janet Bradley
John Everson

Larry Holt
KW Janne

Jenifer Keiser
Audrey Kelly

Wendy Loggia
Kyvan Luu


Jane McCready
Peter McQuaid

Chris Melhuish
Hank Manns


Glen Martin
Paul Mossberg


Marti Neumann
Susan Nord


Darryl Novak
Julie Pedersen


Lois Rafferty
Karen Remington


Todd Schickel
Bill Scott


Dan Seidel
Dee Tamburro
President – Cliff Auchter

Vice President – KW Janne

Secretary – Lois Rafferty

Treasurer – Darryl Novak

Financial Secretary – Paul Mossberg

Assistant Treasurers – Todd Schickel, Jenifer Keiser

Cabinet: Larry Holt, Peter McQuaid, Beth Bertolini, 

Council members and officers are identified by lapel cross pins made out of nails.
___________________  
2ND GRADE BIBLES
 
At each child’s baptism, our Family of Faith promises to do all that we can to help our young folks grow in their faith and to teach them the Word of God.  An important part of that commitment is putting Scriptures in our children’s hands at different points in their lives.  And so today, we give our Second Graders The Young Reader’s Bible to help them grow in their faith.  
___________________
 Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
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BROADWAY HOUSE 

         more than a house…a home

Our next group visits to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, February 24th, and Tuesday, March 10th.   Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.   Many thanks to the Sunday School classes who made Christmas cards for the residents—they loved them!  

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.
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Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

To Date:  Our children have collected:  $1,326.83
___________________  

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.

   Serving today are:
  8:30 – Karen Remington





11:00 – Peter McQuaid
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________ 

 To Our Family of Faith,  Thanks . . . 
We are deeply thankful for all the messages of love and support that we received from the Family of Faith.  The past month provided many opportunities to recall and give thanks for the ministry we shared.  Last Sunday’s worships, forum and luncheon surrounded us with care and love sending us off in style.  Special thanks to all those who worked extra hard to make the day a special one for us, especially the Farewell Task Force.                


We are grateful for all the cards, emails & gifts that we received and for the $7,000 gift (which will help us furnish our new home.)  The generosity was truly overwhelming.


Since many have asked, our new home address is 4909 150 Street West, Savage, MN 55378 and my new email is walt@stmaleslc.com.


Again, many, many thanks.  The Family of Faith will forever hold a special place in our hearts.





In Christ, 
Walt, Katie, Noah & Mark

___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Registration is now underway for our Lenten Evening Bible Study and also for our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper…hundreds gathered last Sunday to bid the Lichtenbergers Godspeed…calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1153 out of the last 1168 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Staff Sgt. Roberto Andrade, Jr., 27 USA, Illinois
Lance Cpl. Daniel Bennett, 23, USMC, Virginia

Spc. Keith Essary, 20, USA, Tennessee

Spc. Joseph Hernandez, 24, US, Indiana

Marine Travis Mackin, 22, British Royal Army, England
Pvt. Sean McCune, 20 USA, Texas
Sr. Airman Omar McKnight, 22, USAF, Louisiana
Maj. Brian Mescall, 33 USA, Massachusetts

Cpl. Jason Parsons, 24, USA, North Carolina

Pfc. Ricky Turner, 20, USA, Alabama
___________________ 
AIR MILES NEEDED 

FOR NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
A group of 5 Peer Leaders will be attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in summer 2009.  In order to help defray costs, we are asking for air mile donations.  If you are able to help, please contact our chaperone, Janet Bradley, at 908-464-4810.

___________________ 
ASH WEDNESDAY

“Dust on the Bible”

Our Lenten journey begins Wednesday, February 25, with three liturgies to begin this season of repentance and renewal.  At 6:45 a.m., and again at 12:15 p.m., we will gather for the Spoken Eucharist and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Each of these liturgies is about 30 minutes in length.  At 7:30 p.m., we will mark the beginning of Lent with a full sung Eucharist, again beginning with the Service of Penitence and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Mark your calendars and use your upcoming Lenten mailing to plan for this time of renewal.

___________________
UPCOMING –
Feb.
16 – Nursery School and Office Closed

17 – Carpenter’s Carvers


22 – Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.


23 – Staff Worship Planning


24 – Broadway House


24 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner


25 – ASH WEDNESDAY –




Eucharist & Ashes, 6:45 a.m., 





12:15 & 7:30 p.m.


27 – 28 – Confirmation Retreat

Mar   2 – Staff Worship Planning


  2 – Evening Bible Study


  4 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


  4 – Confirmation Class


  6-7 – Council Retreat


  9 – Staff Worship Planning


  9 – Finance Committee


10 – Broadway House


10 – Council

11 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


11 – FNS Lunch Party


12 – FNS Lunch


14 – Soup Kitchen


15 – Youth & Family Ministry Team


16 – Staff Worship Planning


16 – Evening Bible Study


17 – FNS Lunch Party


17 – Carpenter’s Carvers


18 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


22 – Celtic Liturgy – Eucharist 8:30 & 11 a.m.


23 – Staff Worship Planning


23 – FNS Lunch Party


23 – Evening Bible Study


24 – Broadway House


25 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


29 – Funeral Home Visit


30 – Staff Worship Planning


30 – Evening Bible Study

___________________  
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SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER

The tradition continues as the Family gathers on February 24 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. for our Annual Pancake Supper.  Register in the Information Center today for this Shrove Tuesday tradition.  Our Task Force is getting set to go, so if you’d like to assist them, please contact our Convener, Dee Tamburro at crafdee101@aol.com, 908-338-1955 or 908-464-7618.  And, mark your calendars now for this fellowship event.

___________________

FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  We are grateful for the leadership of Kristin Clapcich, our coordinator.  For more information, contact Kristin (908) 753-1163, Dr. Girvin, or the Pastors.

___________________
ANNUAL MEETING

On January 25, following devotions, the congregation in assembly and in record time:

· Elected the following to 3-year terms on the Church Council:

KW Janne



Marti Neumann
Jane McCready


Julie Pedersen
Peter McQuaid


Bill Scott
Chris Melhuish


Dee Tamburro

· Elected the following to a 1-year term on the Church Council:

Lauren Berk
· Elected the following to the 2008 Nominating Committee:

Jewel Douglas


Mark Olson
Marie Hays


Stephanie Skidmore
Audrey Kelly   


Donald Treich
· received staff and special ministry reports;

· received the 2008 financial reports and the auditors statements;

· noted the membership records and audit have been completed through 12/31/08;

· received committee and task force reports;

· approved a growth budget of $738,075;
· approved 6 special appeals during 2009 (2 hunger, 1 Lutheran Social Ministries,  1 African Mission, 2 undesignated);

· approved special resolutions that gave thanks to God for our ministry, for our staff, our officers, committee and task force chairs, our special ministries and missions, and our ministry with the NJ Synod and the ELCA;
· shared thanks for Pastor Walt’s ministry with us;
· recognized the Council members who completed their Council service:

Courtney Auchter, Phil Harrington,

 Bob Hasbrouck, Janis McCracken, Paul Mossberg, Fred Rossol, Judy Tennant;

· prayed for the Family.

___________________
A SPECIAL VISIT
Few of us go to a funeral home except when we are upset because of the death of a loved one, a neighbor or a co-worker.  And so as a special offering related to our recent “Death and Dying” programs, we are offering a visit to Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood on Sunday, March 29 at 12:30.  Our own Tom Keiser Jr. will explain what is involved in funeral planning and take us on a tour of his Home.  If your are interested in joining us, please register in the Information Center.  If you have questions, please call Pastor Mac.
___________________
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Knit, Purl & Pray News

If you enjoy knitting or crocheting, or would like to learn, please consider joining our group.  We make scarves for the people we serve at St. John’s Soup Kitchen, and lap blankets for HIV patients at Broadway House.  The scarves should be 5-6 feet long and at least 6 inches wide.  The lap blankets should be 3 feet by 4 feet.   These are ongoing projects and we collect the finished pieces all year long.  Please bring your completed items to church.  Look for our “Knit, Purl & Pray” container across from the office, under the mailboxes.  If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Rosenkrantz at (908) 889-0902 or elgaro@aol.com. 

___________________
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NEXT SUNDAY
While each Sunday is special in our Family worship, we regularly welcome instrumentalists to help enrich our time together.  Next week, on February 22, we mark the end of Epiphany with a special JAZZ LITURGY at each of our services.  Mark your calendars and invite your friends.

___________________
WELCOME PASTOR
 
A warm welcome today to Pastor Robert Kriesat, who will be sharing his gifts with our Family during our time of transition.  Pastor, a member of our Family of Faith, is now retired, having served four congregations in New Jersey - West New York, Tenafly, Ridgefield Park, and retiring from Chatham in 2005.  For over 30 years, Bob served as the Ecumenical Officer for the New Jersey Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Bob was born in Jersey City and was raised in Hoboken.  He is a graduate of Eastern Bible Institute (now Valley Forge Christian College) and Roberts Wesleyan College.  Graduate work was done at Hamma School of Theology of Wittenberg University (Master of Theology) and the Graduate Theological Foundation at Notre Dame (Doctor of Ministry).  Bob's partner of 40 years is Ed Mather, a retired Dean at Bergen Community College in Paramus, NJ.  They were joined in a Civil Union in March 2009.  Both Bob and Ed are active in Garden State Equality, with Bob serving as a Vice-Chair and member of the Executive Committee.  Bob also serves on the Morris County Human Relations Commission as a member of their Executive Board, on The Protestant Chaplaincy Committee of Morristown Hospital, and on the Governing Board of the New Jersey Council of Churches.  Rev. Kriesat and Ed make their home in Convent Station (Morris Township), NJ, where they have lived for the last 24 years.
Under appointment from the Bishop, Pastor has served as the interim Pastor at St. Andrew’s in Parsippany, and for the last year at Good Shepherd in Somerville.  He will be preaching on average twice a month between now and August, will be assisting with various liturgies, teaching two of our Forum Bible studies, and will be our first call for emergency pastoral care when Pastor Mac is not available.  We are so thankful for his gifts and ministry.
___________________
TIME AND TALENT
 





Your mailing this week contained a Time and Talent commitment sheet, for you to indicate where you would like to share your gifts as we move ahead in this time of new beginnings.  Please return your commitment sheet at your earliest convenience and if you need information about any of the areas listed, please give the church office a call.  We look forward to a growing involvement by Family members in this exciting new time.
___________________
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Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Christian thought through the centuries on God’s creation:

Throughout the entire creation, the wisdom of God shines forth from Him and in Him, as in a mirror containing the beauty of all forms and lights and as in a book in which all things are written according to the deep secrets of God. …Truly, whoever reads20this book will find life and will draw salvation from the Lord.

Bonaventure of Bagnorefio, Minister General of the Franciscan order, theologian & philosopher  (1221-1274)


Green Tip 


When selecting gifts, choos e items that will not ultimately add to the waste stream, like donations to a favorite charity or consumables such as food or candles.  Gifts that remove objects from the waste stream, such as those made from repurposed or recycled materials, are also good choices.
Green Opportunity
Living Earth: Joining the Hymn of All Creation

Called to be in communion with God’s creation, we must live in such a way that is sensitive to precious natural resources and in conscious relationship to the earth, creatures and each other. This 40-day e-mail ELCA Lenten reflection series will offer a holistic approach t o how we live as earthly companions, combining God’s caring relationship with creation to our journey in the physical universe. Each e-mail emphasizes individual and communal solutions, resources for further learning and suggestions for how to act or become more educated.  This is a limited subscription; the first e-mail will arrive on Ash Wednesday 2009, and the last e-mail will arrive Easter Sunday. To sign up, go to:  http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Advocacy/Issues/Environment-and-Energy/Lenten-Reflections.aspx
___________________
Can you help provide new winter clothing for a needy child?

Because of the high price of heat this winter, many low-income households will face a "heat-or-eat" crisis this winter. Most low-income parents had a hard time paying for rent, child care, food and heat even before the spike in energy prices this year.  Approximately 400,000 New Jersey children have parents whose wages are too low to cover all of their families’ most basic needs. 

The Kids Closet program administered through the New Jersey Food Bank provides new clothing, free of charge, to children in need throughout New Jersey.  The mission of the Kids Closet calls for distributing new, rather than used, clothing.  “We hear it time and again from teachers and social workers: To a child who always wears hand-me-downs, a set of clothes he can call all his/her own does wonders for self-esteem,” say Richard Uniacke, Director of the Kids Division at the New Jersey Food Bank.

Last year the Family of Faith donated over $5000.00 in new children's clothes to the Kid's Closet.  Let's see if we can top that this year!

We will be collecting clothing items from now1 through Sunday, February 22.  The Kids Closet needs the following NEW items as listed:

Winter coats, jackets, hats, gloves, warm pants 
and long-sleeved shirts

Boys and Girls Sizes 4T to 16

These are the only items being collected at this time.

Drop off you donation in the designated area outside Franklin Nelson Hall. Your donation will help warm needy children this winter.  We will transport the items to the New Jersey Food Bank's Kids Closet.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy Rowan at 908-604-2116 or via email crowan1213@aol.com.

___________________
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 25 We mark the beginning of this time of repentance and renewal with three liturgies:

“DUST ON THE BIBLE”
6:45 a.m. – Spoken Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

12:15 p.m. – Spoken Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

7:30 p.m. – Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

Wednesdays in Lent:  

“PEOPLE OF FAITH…”
Spoken Eucharist at 6:45 a.m.

Evening Prayer & Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.

March 4 
– 
“Moses”

March 11
– 
“Isaiah”
March 18 
– 
“Mary”
March 25 
– 
“Mary Magdalene”
April 1 
– 
“Peter”
Invite your friends and co-workers to join us for these worship opportunities.

_________________________________________________















