Family Notes
T W E N T Y   F O U R T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T
N
ovember begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s coming again.  So the readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end time.  In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust.  Christ makes a way for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting in Christ’s promises.  The more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to meet together to provoke one another and to love.
Pastor Kriesat’s sermon today is, “When the End Comes.” Sermons on the end of time are always fascinating, if not confusing.  Today, Pastor adds to the discussion and hopefully, not the confusion.
The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship and pastoral care ministry. 
Our Lessons:

Daniel 12:1-3.  The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange visions and symbolism.  Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic literature is concerned with God’s revelation about the end time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have been persecuted.
Hebrews 10:11-25.  Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what Christ has uniquely accomplished through his death.  Because we have received forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good works from each other.
Mark 13:1-8.  In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them and upon the world.  He exhorts the listener:  Do not be alarmed.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:
As we move toward the end of the church year, our attention focuses on the end times, a topic rarely discussed among Lutherans.  Our texts today force us to look at this topic in the light of current events.

_________________________________________________  
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If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________  
MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
World Hunger is before us and at each of our liturgies we are receiving a special offering to support the ELCA’s world and local hunger ministries.  This includes our own outreach ministries:  St. John’s Soup Kitchen, Hospitality and the annual Food Collection which is now underway.  Soup Kitchen and Hospitality alone have expenses of more than $13,000 a year.  Our special hunger mailing shared more about this ministry and your opportunity to share God’s gifts.
Gifts after one Sunday total:  $1,540.
___________________

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Bill Scott




11:00 – Ky Luu
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Georgia Rauscher
Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Ron Waltemyer

John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore

Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley

Jan Siberine
Louise Smith

Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Paul Lutz

Lois Stalo
Jean Bellone

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Janet Bradley

Curtis D. Kelly
Ed Thelin
Nick Crowley
Harry Knipp

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Eric Brodbeck
Theri Rossol

Astrid Ahrens
Audrey Kelly

Jim Connaughton
Dennis Schwanebeck

Gene Seller
Walter Leika

Linda Fuller
Marge D’Oliveira

Phil DiPiazza
Steve R.

Robert Prezuhy
JoAnn Melhuish

Todd Shell
Laura Schickel

Julie Pedersen
Betsy

Jon Vanica
Nancy Waters

Kruger Family
Donna Cannie

Nelson Bentley, Jr
Donna Norby

Margaret Kroouze
Debbie Sergent

Herbert Evers
Bill Weiss

Chris Bjornstad
Stu John

Barbara Muglia
William Ellis

Margaret Callen
Gloria Fell

Joe Valentine
Rosalie Rohrbach

Marie Robinson
Dennis Bersch

Chuck Thomas
Bob Miller

Jean Smith
Hildy Vallevand
The Family of William Wright

The Family of Paul Chovan

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for PFC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York awaiting deployment, and we celebrate joy with the Freisinger family as they welcome Greg home after his tour of duty.  

___________________  

________________________________________________
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ADVENT SERVICES

Sunday, November 29, is the first Sunday in Advent.  Be with us as we begin this season of expectation and preparation.  Midweek Advent worship begins the following Wednesday, December 2nd, and continues on the 9th and the 16th, with liturgies at both 12:15 and 7:30 p.m.  Our theme this year is “Gospel Beginnings.”  Mark your calendars now for time to get ready for Christ.

________________________________________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
Christ the King
  
                            Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

                        Revelation 1:4b-8

John 18:33-37
____________________
Music Notes
Thanks today to  our Men’s Ensemble, leading us in worship at the 11 AM service…The prelude and postlude today form one piece, a Toccata and Fugue by a near contemporary of Bach, Johann Eberlin…such pieces were written both for the glory of God and to put organs (and organists!) to the test…Next week, we celebrate the end of the church year, Christ the King, with our Sanctuary Choir at both services…guests Max Morden and Nick Scheuble join us for the morning... We are currently in preparations for Advent and Christmas music… a great time to join in the singing…our FaithKids music group (Grades K-5) meets on Wednesdays from 4-5 PM…we now are up to nine children…for more information, please contact the music ministry at john.girvin1@verizon.net.

___________________
THE LETTER OF JAMES
Daytime Bible Study

This Week
 











The letter of James is found in the New Testament but gets little attention or study, especially in Lutheran circles.  Martin Luther once called it “the Epistle of straw!”  Join Pastor Kriesat for this insightful, daytime study to see how James speaks to us today.  Classes meet on the Wednesdays in November (through the 25th) from 10:00-11:30 a.m.  Register now in the Information Center or by calling the Office or by sending an email.
___________________ 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY
 
Yesterday our Synod met in a Special Assembly in New Brunswick in order to adopt its Spending Plan for 2010.  This normally would have been done at the regular Assembly last June, but the financial crisis which has gripped our nation delayed normal action.  Attending from Faith were Lois Rafferty, Larry Holt, Pastor Kriesat and Pastor Mac.  We ask that you keep Bishop Riley and all our Synod in your prayers.
___________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.
Today - “MY FELLOW LEPERS” A personal journey with cancer with Pastor Mac.

November 22 – December 13 – “THE GIFT OF WORSHIP” A four week study on our worship life.
   November 22 – “A Three Year Banquet” – The Lectionary for worship.
   November 29 – “The Gift of the Gospel Luke” with Pastor Mac.

   December 6 – “ The Music of Advent” with Dr. Girvin.

   December 13 – “Lutheran Christmas Music from Around the World.”

   January 3 -  BISHOP RILEY VISITS!!
___________________ 
 
[image: image7.png]


2010-11 calendars

Our 2 year appointment calendars are in the narthex and Information Center.  These valuable tools help you keep track of your schedule and each time you use them, there is an opportunity to witness.  They are available at cost of $2.

___________________ 

MINISTRY CENTER
We’re underway with the overhaul and renovation of our Ministry Center.  Our new, energy efficient heater was installed this week.  Our Ministry Center Core Team is in the final review stage with contractors as we get ready for our Kitchen renovation.  AND…our hearing with the Town Planning Board is just days away on November 24, as they review the new and improved changes to our narthex, our parking, our choir loft, our rest rooms and more.  Plan on joining us in New Providence Council Chambers in two weeks. 
___________________
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Fall Food Collection – Underway
THIS WEEK
Our annual Fall Food Drive is now underway and we are looking for volunteers to help on collection and delivery days.  Last year nearly $34,000 worth of canned and packaged goods were collected, sorted, packed and transported to the hungry in our midst.  This Saturday November 21 starting at 9:30 AM, many volunteers are needed to process, pack and sort food (last year’s effort included over 120 members from Faith).  On Saturday November 28 starting at 9:00 AM, we need helping hands to load boxes on to a truck to deliver to the StarFish Pantry in Plainfield.  Please sign up in the Information Center – children and youth are welcomed to participate with their parents.  
Food collection continues in the Narthex through Sunday November 22.  Any questions, please contact Cheryl Bock 908-464-2573
___________________ 
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
 
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  

To date:  $569.25 has been collected.
___________________

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Thanks to our Peer Leaders and Jane McCready and Linda Fuller for hosting our Parents’ Night Out last Friday.   A great time of fellowship and caring for all.
___________________
 





Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1190 out of the last 1207 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 
New Providence – Berkeley Heights

Pre-Thanksgiving Interfaith Service
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Monday, November 23, 2009, 7:30 p.m.

Westminster Presbyterian Church

725 Mountain Avenue, Berkeley Heights

Bring canned goods for the 

Community Fall Food Collection

___________________
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LEFTOVER 



HALLOWEEN CANDY

The Sunday Church School is collecting leftover Halloween Candy.  These goodies will make their way to folks through one of our outreach ministry programs.  Items may be left in the box outside the downstairs classrooms.

___________________ 
It’s Pledge Response Time!

Our Family of Faith’s Grateful Response is thriving, with pledges continuing to be received.  They show the commitment to calling a second pastor and that we are willing to respond strongly to the needs of many, both far and near. In November, our stewardship appeals for New Beginnings highlight two of our ongoing ministries. 

First this month is our annual mission trip to Sunset Gap in Tennessee, a ministry supported by our budget along with a contribution from Faith Nursery School.  For the past 11 years, a group of volunteers from Faith, made up of youth from the Peer Leader group to those still young at heart, has traveled to the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee.  We provide 5 days of Bible camp with lunch and snacks for about 40 campers per day.  The housing crew is out on the road doing repairs or new construction on the homes of the elderly or handicapped.  Be sure to come to Adult Forum on Sunday, November 1 for the Tennessee Tales presentation to hear more about our most recent trip and plans for next year.

Second this month is the Fall Food Drive.  With the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays fast approaching, it’s time to remember and respond to those most in need of this basic necessity.  The drive provides foods for many local families and restocks the shelves of the Starfish Pantry in Plainfield, NJ.  Faith is the collection point for the drive and last year, partnering with local Boy and Cub Scout troops and the Community Service Association of New Providence, we collected 655 boxes of food, worth an estimated $34,000.  On Saturday, November 21, come join your friends and neighbors in the sorting and packing of the boxes of foodstuffs and again on Saturday, November 28, when we pack up the truck and deliver the boxes to the Starfish Pantry.

New pledges are encouraged and necessary to allow calling a second pastor and to nurture New Beginnings in all of our ministries, including Sunset Gap and the Food Drive.  Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that:

 “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Please prayerfully complete and return your pledge card today and join in strengthening our commitment to give away what has so freely been given to us. 

The Stewardship Committee
___________________ 
Come & Join Us!

The Dawn Patrol Group

Alcoholics Anonymous

Thanksgiving Day ALKATHON

6:00 a.m. to Midnight

Meeting & Food Buffet all day

All AA’s, family & friends welcome!

Faith Lutheran Church

524 South Street

New Providence, NJ

___________________ 

CAN WE TALK?
Do you have questions, concerns, observations about the recent decisions of the ELCA related to sexuality and rostered clergy?  If you’d like to join Pastor Mac for time to talk with others, please sign in the Information Center or call the Church Office.  As we have interest, we will see if we can get a common time to gather folks for conversation.

___________________
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2009 CROP Walk a Great Success!
October 18, in the midst of heavy clouds, wind and moisture that hung in the air, 64 people and 1 four legged friend from 6 area churches and 1 nursery school walked to raise funds for the many who are hungry.   To date the 2009 CROP Walk has raised over $8,400 in cash, checks and on-line donations for the Church World Service.  25% of the funds raised will go towards the St. John's Soup Kitchen in Newark - our designated local hunger relief effort.   

A great thank you to those who were able to walk in the bad weather.  For those who were not able to make it, please accept your sponsorship dollars as donations for the Church World Service. Please make checks payable to "CWS/CROP" and forward the donations to Faith Lutheran Church in New Providence.    

We are thankful for your support with this ministry. It is your commitment to providing hunger relief during tough economic times that is a memorable witness to us all. 

Please feel free to contact Faith Lutheran Church at 908-464-5177 or me at 908-451-4815 with any questions.





Thank you, Chris Melhuish

And a huge thank you to Chris for organizing Faith and the entire community.
___________________

ADVENT CRAFT EVENT 

 Next Week
Next Sunday November 22, from 12:30-2:00, everyone is invited to our annual Advent Craft Event.  This gathering of adults, children, and youth will begin with lunch and focus on preparing for the Advent season.  All households will be able to make an Advent devotional that will help count down the days to the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  Additional Advent ideas and resources will be shared.  The event is free but registration is required.  Sign up in the Information Center or write Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net.

___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:  “The central vision of world history in the Bible is that all of creation is one, every creature in community with every other, living in harmony and security and joy toward the joy and well-being of every other creature. … Shalom is the substance of the biblical vision of one community embracing all creation. It refers to all those resources and factors which make communal harmony joyous and effective. ” (from Living Toward a Vision:  Biblical Reflections on Shalom by Walter Brueggemann, American Old Testament scholar and author, ordained in the United Church of Christ, born 1933)
       Green Tip:  To have an eco-friendly Thanksgiving, consider serving locally grown foods (to reduce air pollution due to transportation), organic foods (to reduce run-off of pesticides into waterways, which can harm aquatic life) and/or vegetarian dishes (meat production is a cause of deforestation and a major source of greenhouse gas emissions).
      ________________  
DID YOU KNOW…

Registration is now underway for Pastor Kriesat’s Day Time Study of James which meets Wednesday…2010 Commitments are now being received…today we share thanks with those who have made their commitments…we collected over 130 coats this year…our Caregivers & Seniors both met with Lyn Nelson and Pastor 3 weeks ago…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center or in Forum now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1190 out of the last 1207 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Sgt. Ryan Adams, 26 Army National Guard, Wisconsin
Lance Cpl. Jordan Chrobot, 24, USMC, Maryland

Spc. Kevin Graham, 27, USA, Kentucky

Spc. Russell Hercules Jr., 22, USA, Tennessee
Spc. Stephan Mace, 21, USA, Virginia

Staff Sgt. Vernon Martin, 25, USA, Georgia

Pfc. Alan Newton Jr., 26, USA, North Carolina
Pfc. Brandon Owens, 21, USA, Tennessee

Pvt. James Prosser, 21, The Royal Welsh Army, Wales

Staff Sgt. Thomas Rabjohn, 39, Army National Guard, 
Arizona

Sgt. Roberto Sanchez, 24, USA, Florida

Sr. Aircraftman Marcin Wojtak, 24, The Royal Air Force Regiment, England
Capt. Benjamin Sklaver, 32, USA, Massachusetts
Sgt. Aaron Smith, 25, USA, Kansas
Pfc. Kevon Thomson, 22, USA, Nevada
___________________ 
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  COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the early fall?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Thanks to today’s host:  Jeff Olson.
Upcoming:
November 22 – Peer Leaders
November 29 – Donna & Walter Wlodarski
December 6 – Open
December 13 – Dawn Sherman

___________________ 
________________________________________________




November 22

NEXT SUNDAY
The Beginning of the Kingdom
Festival Choir, Brass & Timpani

________________________________________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry each week. All high school youth are invited to share in this special ministry.
Today’s Forum – “Studies with Youth/Beth Bertolini
Upcoming:

11/22 – “Studies with Youth/Beth Bertolini”
11/29 – A Visit from Debbie Freisinger of Broadway

 House

12/6 – AIDS Remembrance with Jane McCready

12/13 – AIDS Remembrance with Jane McCready
___________________ 

UPCOMING –
Nov.
15 – Stewardship Committee


17 – Staff Worship Planning


17 – Mutual Ministry Committee


18 – Daytime Bible Study


18 – FNS Lunch Party


21 – Food Collection/Sort & Pack


22 – Christ the King Sunday

22 – Advent Craft Event


23 – Interfaith Thanksgiving Service


24 – Broadway House


24 – Staff Worship Planning


24 – Carpenter’s Carvers


25 – Daytime Bible Study


26-27 – FNS & Office Closed


28 – Food Collection/Transport


30 – FNS Lunch Party

Dec.   1 – Broadway House


  1 – Staff Worship Planning


  1 – Advent Worship:


12:15 p.m. – Spoken Eucharist



  7:30 p.m. – Evening Prayer & Eucharist


  3 – Staff Meeting


  5 – ARC Home Visit


  7 – Finance Committee


  8 – Staff Worship Planning


  8 - Council
___________________ 
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SHARING TREE 2009


Our Christmas gift giving ministry is underway.  This year’s gifts will be collected for our Possum Way Group Home, Cheshire Home in Florham Park, ARC of Union County, local residents through the Community Service Association of New Providence, Barlow School in Plainfield, and Grace Community Lutheran Church, Ironbound.  All you need to do is take a tag from the tree, sign it out, buy and wrap the gift, and return it no later than December 1.  And … to make our storage and delivery easier, please “no bows” on the packages.  If you have any questions, please call our coordinator, Linda Daniels (973-514-1665).

___________________















