Family Notes
R E F O R M A T I O N   S U N D A Y
O
n this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: The Gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us free!  We pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the world.  In the waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.

Pastor Mac’s sermon, “Beginning with Grace,” is a reminder of God’s Reformation gift that transforms all our lives.  And the Church.  And hopefully, the world.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.
Pastor Kriesat is away on vacation today and will return for worship on November 8th.  
Our Lessons:

Jeremiah 31:31-34.  The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives.  To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16).  The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin.  Our hope lies in a God who promises not to remember our sins.
Romans 3:19-28.  Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation leaders.  No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law.  We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death.  This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
John 8:31-36.  Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word.  He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:
Today we celebrate Reformation Sunday, a day that not only commemorates the beginning of the Reformation 500 years ago, but that celebrates the gift of God’s transforming gift of grace that forever changes us.  Our first lesson from the prophet Jeremiah talks about the work of the Holy Spirit that shared a new understanding of God’s love and care with the people of Israel.  Our Romans passage in our second lesson is Luther’s “aha moment,” when he finally heard God’s message of grace for his life.  And as our Gospel says so succinctly,  this is God’s freedom for you and for me.
_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a special meeting of the congregation immediately after second service today, for the sole purpose of authorizing the expenditure of Ministry Center funds to renovate the kitchen at a cost not to exceed $125,000; and Ministry Center funds to replace the heating system at a cost not to exceed $80,000.
___________________  
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Susan Nord




11:00 – John Everson
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Georgia Rauscher
Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Ron Waltemyer

John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore

Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley

Jan Siberine
Louise Smith

Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Paul Lutz

Lois Stalo
Jean Bellone

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Janet Bradley

Curtis D. Kelly
Ed Thelin
Nick Crowley
Harry Knipp

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Eric Brodbeck
Theri Rossol

Astrid Ahrens
Audrey Kelly

Jim Connaughton
Dennis Schwanebeck

Gene Seller
Walter Leika

Linda Fuller
Kelsea Duma

Marge D’Oliveira
Phil DiPiazza

Steve R.
Robert Prezuhy

JoAnn Melhuish
Todd Shell

Laura Schickel
Julie Pedersen

Betsy
Jon Vanica

Nancy Waters
Kruger Family

Donna Cannie
Nelson Bentley, Jr

William Wright
Donna Norby

Margaret Kroouze
Debbie Sergent

Herbert Evers
Bill Weiss

Chris Bjornstad
Stu John

Barbara Muglia
William Ellis

Margaret Callen
Gloria Fell

The Family of Maria Esteves

The Family of Tony Lucignano

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember 1st Lt. Greg Freisinger, related to our Broadway House Ministry, and PFC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  

___________________  

AFRICAN MISSION APPEAL











 
Three weeks ago we received a special offering to provide basic needs in our Mission Partner, Masama Mboreny Lutheran Parish in Moshi, Tanzania.  Your prayerful, generous response can forever change the lives of our sisters and brothers there.  Gifts after 3 Sundays totals $4,123.

___________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:
All Saints Sunday
  
                                 Isaiah 25:6-9

                        Revelation 21:1-6a

John 11:32-44
____________________
Music Notes
We’re in the fall festival season, with Reformation Sunday today and All Saint’s Sunday on November 1st…thanks to our Sanctuary Choir, who are leading both services today…pre-service music for both of those festivals starts 15 minutes ahead of the liturgies…our guests The Gramercy Brass Quartet consists of Max Morden and John Lambert, trumpets, Lee Ann Newland, horn, and Mark Johansen, bass trombone.  Timpanist John Leister and trombonist David Bronocco also join our ensemble…next week   harpist Merynda Adams and violinist Rebecca Lee will join our Sanctuary Choir for both services…for more information, please contact the music ministry at john.girvin1@verizon.net.

___________________
CATCH UP
Your offering Envelope Packet has a “Catch Up” envelope.  If you are a bit behind on your offering, your “Catch Up” can be a critical gift to our cash flow as we head to year end.  Your gifts will make a huge difference.

___________________ 
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DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, BEFORE YOU GO TO BED.

____________________
THE LETTER OF JAMES
Daytime Bible Study

Registration Underway
 
The letter of James is found in the New Testament but gets little attention or study, especially in Lutheran circles.  Martin Luther once called it “the Epistle of straw!”  Join Pastor Kriesat for this insightful, daytime study to see how James speaks to us today.  Classes meet on the Wednesdays in November (4-25) from 10:00-11:30 a.m.  Register now in the Information Center or by calling the Office of sending an email.
___________________ 
MIDWEEK EUCHARIST
November’s mid-week spoken Eucharist is Thursday, the 12th, at 12:15 p.m.  We invite you to join us for this gift of grace.

___________________ 

ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.
Today - “AFTER MINNEAPOLIS”  How do decisions made at this summer’s church wide Assembly affect our Family of Faith?  AND… a report from our Peer Leaders who attended the ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.
November 1 “TENNESSEE TALES XII” Our Appalachian Ministry in review and looking ahead to 2010.

November 8 “LUTHERAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS” Time to explore the status of Ecumenical relations with Pastor Kriesat.

November 15 “MY FELLOW LEPERS” A personal journey with cancer with Pastor Mac.

November 22 – December 13 – “THE GIFT OF WORSHIP” A four week study on our worship life.
___________________ 
 
PASTOR AWAY

Pastor Mac was away at the Philadelphia Seminary this week for the ELCA Regional Candidacy Consultation, meeting with Candidacy coordinators from the Northeast quadrant of the country.  Following that day long meeting he and the Bishop conducted Endorsement Panels for second year students which will release them to go out on internship.
___________________
 
ALL SAINTS MEMORIAL SERVICE
Next Sunday
Following our second liturgy on All Saints Sunday, November 1, there will be a brief prayer liturgy in the Memorial Garden to remember all those buried there and also the loved ones of members who have recently died.  If you would like to join us and have loved ones you would like remembered in the liturgy, please give Pastor Mac a call.
___________________
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Our 2 year appointment calendars are in the narthex and Information Center.  These valuable tools help you keep track of your schedule and each time you use them, there is an opportunity to witness.  They are available at cost of $2.

___________________ 

Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
College Parents

Miss the kids?  Like to meet with other college parents for an informal evening of conversation?  Sign the sheet in the Information Center for an informal gathering at Carol & Pastor Mac’s on Monday, November 2.
___________________
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Fall Food Collection – Begins Today
Our annual Fall Food Drive begins today and we are looking for volunteers to help on collection and delivery days.  Last year nearly $34,000 worth of canned and packaged goods were collected, sorted, packed and transported to the hungry in our midst.  On Saturday November 21, many volunteers are needed to process, pack and sort food (last year’s effort included over 120 members from Faith).  On Saturday November 28, we need helping hands to load boxes on to a truck to deliver to the StarFish Pantry in Plainfield.  Please sign up in the Information Center – children and youth are welcomed to participate with their parents.  

.  Any questions, please contact Cheryl Bock 908-464-2573.

___________________ 
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
 
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  

To date:  $388.79 has been collected.
___________________

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
 
The Peer Leaders are hosting a Parents Night Out for children ages 3 to 10 on Friday, November 13th right here at church.  Parents can drop off their children for some pizza, crafts, games and a short video all courtesy of our high school Peer Leaders.   Drop off is at 6:00 p.m. and pick up by 9:00 p.m.   Cost is $5 per child.

Register in the Information Center…any questions, contact our Youth and Family Co-chairs Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or Linda Fuller at 908-898-1115.
___________________ 
[image: image6.wmf]COAT COLLECTION –
LAST CALL
Once again, the Family of Faith is collecting winter coats for those in need.  The Market Street Mission will distribute these coats to homeless and needy men, women, and children on Saturday October 31st. If you have coats in good condition that you would like to donate please bring them to church and hang them outside the coat racks by the Office.  The last day for dropping off coats is tomorrow morning. 

___________________ 
It’s Pledge Response Time!

Faith’s Grateful Response pledges have grown to a total of $530,847 with 137 pledges received thus far. We have made a great stride toward achieving our pledge goal, but we need 100% of our Family’s participation to accomplish our New Beginnings plan for calling a second pastor and continuing growth of our ministries. If you have not yet completed your pledge commitment card, please prayerfully consider the needs of so many near and far whose lives are enriched by the broad range of our Family of Faith’s outreach ministries.

Earlier this month, our ministry highlight was for those far from us helped by our African Mission Partnership with the Masama Mboreny Parish in Moshi, Tanzania. Our second October ministry appeal highlights work here at home to provide much needed support to those aided by St. John’s Soup Kitchen in Newark. Every autumn for over a quarter century, Faith has led several community churches in a walk against hunger, our annual CROP Walk. The Soup Kitchen at St. John’s will be provided 25% of all funds raised by our local group and Church World Service will receive the remaining 75%. 

New pledges are encouraged and necessary to allow calling a second pastor, to nurture New Beginnings in our ministries, and continue to provide critical support for the hungry with CROP Walk. Better expressed with words borrowed from our hymn titled, From the Fruits of All Creation

“In our worldwide task of caring, for the hungry and despairing, in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.”

Please prayerfully complete and return your pledge card today and join in strengthening our commitment to give away what has so freely been given to us. 

The Stewardship Committee

___________________ 
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1187 out of the last 1204 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 
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Moms & Tots

Child Seat Inspection
Approximately 80% of all child passenger seats are incorrectly installed and will not protect the child as intended during a crash, according to a study by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

In collaboration with the Union County Police, Faith is again sponsoring a child seat safety checkpoint.  At this checkpoint, certified child passenger safety technicians will examine your child seat and ensure that it is installed correctly.  Any errors in installation will be pointed out and explained.  This checkpoint is provided free of charge.

DATE: Friday, November 6, 2009 

TIME:  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

PLACE:  Faith Lutheran Church Parking Lot

___________________
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Last Sunday was our Annual community CROP Walk against world hunger.  Chris Melhuish again organized this effort involving community churches and Faith Nursery School.  Despite bad weather in the morning last week we had 64 walkers (and 1 dog) who have raised $5907 thus far.   Walkers are reminded to return their packets to Chris as soon as possible and if you would like to make a contribution to this ministry, simply make your check payable to CROP.  25% of all funds will go to St. John’s Soup Kitchen in Newark.   AND…a huge thank you to Chris for organizing not only our folks but the teams from all the other churches.
___________________

________________________________________________ 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Next Week

November 1

Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Pre-Service Music 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.
Sanctuary Choir, Harp & Violin 

The End of Death-The Beginning of Life
________________________________________________ 
ALTAR GUILD MEETING

 This Tuesday, October 27th
Salad Bar Supper – 6:30 p.m.

Anyone interested in joining Altar Guild or if you would just like to know what Altar Guild does, please come and join us for supper and information.  Due to moves, we are in need of additional members.  We welcome men also.  So please join us.  Please call or email Joyce Farrell at joycefarrell@verizon.net or 908-464-0482.
___________________ 
ADVENT CRAFT EVENT

On Sunday November 22, from 12:30-2:00, everyone is invited to our annual Advent Craft Event.  This gathering of adults, children, and youth will begin with lunch and focus on preparing for the Advent season.  All households will be able to make an Advent devotional that will help count down the days to the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  Additional Advent ideas and resources will be shared.  The event is free but registration is required.  Sign up in the Information Center or write Pastor Mac at pastor.mac@verizon.net.

___________________
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is Reformation Sunday, complete with special pre-service music…we celebrated African Mission Sunday 3 weeks ago…our Evening Bible Study concluded Monday night with 53 participants…registration is now underway for Pastor Kriesat’s Day Time Study of James in November…new members were received 3 weeks ago…2010 Commitments are now being received…today we share thanks with those who have made their commitments…our Caregivers & Seniors both met with Lyn Nelson and Pastor this week…Broadway House, our AIDS Ministry, has resumed its ministry and was featured in Adult Forum last week…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center or in Forum now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1187 out of the last 1204 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Staff Sgt. Nekl Allen, 29, USA, New York
Staff Sgt. Bryan Berky, 25, USA, Florida
Spc. Michael Cote Jr., 20, USA, Louisiana

St. Airman Matthew Courtois, 22 USAF, Texas

Spc. Daniel Cox, 23, USA, Kansas
Lance Cpl. Christopher Fowlkes, 20, USA, S. Carolina

1st Lt. Joseph Helton, 24, USA, Georgia

Tech. Sgt. James Hornbarger, 33, USA, Washington
Sgt. Tyler A Juden, 23, USA, Kansas
Pvt. Patrick Lormand, 21, British Royal Army, Canada

Pfc. Thomas Lyons, 20, USA, Nevada

Pfc. Matthew Martinek, 20, USA, Illinois
1st Lt. Tyler Parten, 24, USA, Arkansas
Sgt. 1st. Cl. Duane Thornsbury, 30, USA, W. Virginia
___________________ 
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  COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the early fall?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Thanks to today’s hosts:  the Keisers.
Upcoming:
November 1 – Janet Bronocco

November 8 – Audrey Kelly & Bea Woodruff
November 15 – Open

November 22 - Open

___________________ 
Hospitality Ministry

For more than two decades our Family has provided shelter and care for homeless families in transition.  Our guests depart today after a week long stay.  This ministry is made possible by dozens and dozens of volunteers and the committed leadership of Kim and Bob Delatour who have guided this caring since its inception.  If you would like to assist as a cook, an overnight host or by providing support services, please call Kim and Bob at 464-1419.

___________________ 
LEARNING TIME
A special “learning” week for our Family.  On Monday, our Evening Bible Study of Ephesians concluded its sessions with 53 participants.  On Tuesday, Lyn Nelson and Pastor met with our Seniors in the afternoon and with our Caregivers in the evening.  Wonderful growth moments all for so many in our Family and their friends. 
___________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry each week. All high school youth are invited to share in this special ministry.
Today’s Forum – “After Minneapolis” – with Adult Forum 
Upcoming:

11/1 – “Tennessee Tales XII” – with Adult Forum

11/8 – “College Care Packing”

11/15 – “Studies with Youth/Beth Bertolini”

11/22 – “Studies with Youth/Beth Bertolini”
___________________ 

UPCOMING –
Oct. 
25 – Reformation Sunday

25 – Congregational Meeting


25 – Stewardship Committee


25 – Hospitality Guests Depart


27 – Broadway House


27 – Staff Worship Planning


27 – Altar Guild Meeting


27 – FNS Back to School Night

Nov.
  1 – All Saints Sunday


  1 – Garden Memorial Service & Luncheon

  2 – FNS Lunch Party


  3 – Staff Worship Planning


  4 – Daytime Bible Study


  5-6 – FNS Closed


  6 – Car Seat Inspection


  8 – World Hunger Sunday


  9 – Finance Committee


10 – Broadway House


10 – Staff Worship Planning


10 – Council


11 – Daytime Bible Study


12 – Midweek Eucharist


12 – Staff Meeting


13 – Parents’ Night Out


14 - Synod Assembly


14 – Soup Kitchen


15 – Stewardship Committee


17 – Staff Worship Planning


18 – Daytime Bible Study


18 – FNS Lunch Party


21 – Food Collection/Sort & Pack


22 – Christ the King Sunday

22 – Advent Craft Event


23 – Interfaith Thanksgiving Service


24 – Broadway House


24 – Staff Worship Planning


24 – Carpenter’s Carvers


25 – Daytime Bible Study


26-27 – FNS & Office Closed


28 – Food Collection/Transport
___________________















