Family Notes
 T W E N T Y – S E C O N D   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   P E N T E C O S T 
I
n Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever.  In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others.  In our liturgy God spreads a table before us.  Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding.  With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.
We thank God today for Pastor Mtui, our Mission Partner from Moshi, Tanzania, and the proclamation of the Gospel he will share at both our liturgies, and for Mr. Masawe and his leadership in our liturgies.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our Lessons:

Psalm 23.  Today for our first lesson we will be reading Psalm 23 which is Pastor’s sermon text.  You are invited to read along in the front of our hymn section.
Philippians 4:1-9.  Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance.  God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.
Matthew 22:1-14.  Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Our lessons today are about God’s gracious invitation to us; invitations to feast and be filled by God’s grace.  Isaiah tells us it is a feast that destroys death and gives life and hope.   It is a gift, salvation, for which the faithful wait and rejoice.  Matthew’s Gospel continues this theme as Jesus tells a parable about an invitation to a  feast, that all too many ignore or take lightly.  And Paul ties it all together in his letter to the Philippians as he calls on people to rejoice in the presence and gifts of God and to live a life that gives witness to God’s place in our lives.
_________________________________________________   
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________ 
 _______________________________________________
REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 26

Festival Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

String Quartet, Trumpet,

Sanctuary Choir

The Liberating Book
_________________________________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
   Serving today are:
8:30 – Wendy Loggia




       11:00 – Bill Scott
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Dorothy Kauff
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Bob Peterson
Ron Waltemyer

Sandy Lionetti
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Harry Knipp
Ruth Bentley

Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine

Louise Smith
Kieran Harrington

Ruth Van Zyl
Ali Wilks

Dennis Callahan
John Christiansen

Gerry Smith
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Dick Anderson

Ruth Bauer
Paul Lutz

Cecil Jones
Joe Valentine

Lois Stalo
Catherine Colista

Michelle Kaas
Elizabeth McNally

Walter Boll
Jean Bellone

Laura Haggan
Peter Richardson

Thomas Braun
Elaine Houston

Sandy Olson
Mary Sullivan

Lucas Reiling
Lloyd & Gloria Erickson

Jerry Goodman
Constance Burde

Lila Black
Deborah Corgan

Vivian Erisken
Maryann Carroll

Kerri Mullen
Eleanor Hanway

Laura McQuaid
Rudy Lonn

Dorothy Shattuck
Cynthia Burde

Jane & Rey Post
Karen Sullivan

Cathy Grochowski
Rick Todaro

Scott Neubeck
The Family of Reuben Swanson

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 

AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________ 

VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1136 out of the last 1150 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
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COFFEE


HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the Fall?  Sign up in the Information Center or at the Coffee Hour today.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Julie Pedersen & Kathy Mytrowitz.

Upcoming:

October 19 – Open 

October 26 - Open

___________________ 
Wedding Joy
Please keep in your prayers Jennifer Williford and Kurt Koester who were married yesterday.  God bless them as they begin their married life.

___________________ 

PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
  
                                   Isaiah 45:1-7

                        1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Matthew 22:15-22
____________________ 
Music Notes

Many thanks to our Sanctuary Choir who sang at both services this past Sunday… today their anthem is a setting of Psalm 23…At the end of this month, we celebrate the festival of Reformation with special guests, the Madison String Quartet with Max Morden, trumpet…All Saints Sunday sees the return of harpist Merynda Adams and our choir at both liturgies…Preparations are underway for all the fall festivals as well as a head start on our Advent and Christmas music… come be among several new members in our Sanctuary Choir this season.  For more information, you may email the music ministry at john.girvin@verizion.net.  

__________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Sgt. William Mattegat, Diane Blancuzzi’s nephew, Spc. Wesley Bornemann, Ginny Sauerborn’s nephew, Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is on his way to Baghdad, and Agent Matthew Borst, NCIS, Pastor Walt’s cousin. Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Leonard Wood in Missouri.  
___________________ 

HYMNALS
You can provide a new Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book in honor or memory of folks.  Cost is $20 each.  Simply use a hymnal envelope or mark a pew envelope.  Please indicate who the book is in memory or honor of.  All of our 300 books will be dedicated on All Saints’ Sunday.  66 books remain to be dedicated.

___________________ 
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

TODAY - “Out of Africa” - A wonderful opportunity to visit with Pastor Mtui and Mr. Masawe, our Mission Partners from Moshi, Tanzania.
October 19 – Leaving a Legacy of Faith” – This discussion looks at creative ways of recording our ‘faith’ stories so that they can be part of the legacy we leave to others.

October 26 – “Living and Dying – 25 Need to Know Items” – A probing look at critical issues related to health care, critical care and final preparation…with an optional funeral home visit.

November 2 – “Tennessee Tales XI” – Our Appalachian Ministry in review and looking ahead to 2009.
___________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

Our next visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, October 21st.   Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 and returning by 12:30.  Look for the sign-up sheet in the Information Center. 

We are looking for some specific magazine subscriptions to be sent directly to Broadway House for the residents.  Ebony and Jet are in high demand and multiple copies would be fine.  If interested, please send to Jen Stephens, Broadway House, 298 Broadway, Newark, NJ  07104.  Please let me know if you do subscribe so that I can let the staff know.   

For more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________ 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL MINISTRIES

We continue our gifts to Lutheran Social Ministries in our Family.  This arm of our Church which ministers to the very young, the very old and the very fragile, continues to expand its ministry in our Synod.  From operating nursing and residential homes, to refugee resettlement and adoption services, they constantly seek new ways to make Christ’s love known.  Our own Phil Harrington and Bill McCracken serve on the LSM Board with Bill serving as its Chairperson.  Share your gift in a pew envelope marked “LSM”.

Gifts after one Sunday total $535.
___________________ 
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COAT COLLECTION
Once again, the Family of Faith is collecting winter coats for those in need.  The Market Street Mission will distribute these coats to homeless and needy men, women, and children on Saturday November 3rd. If you have coats in good condition that you would like to donate please bring them to church and hang them outside the coat racks by the Office.  The last day for dropping off coats is Sunday, October 26. 

___________________ 

Faith Kids --- Here They Come!
Thankfully Faith Kids got off to a good start in September with over twenty children – grades K-5.  This new children’s ministry incorporates the arts and enables young people to build confidence while performing in front of others.  Putting to good use the talents of kids, Faith Kids is focused on reaching out with the message of God’s love.  They  were on hand this past week to welcome our visitors from Africa by singing and playing the hand chimes.  Upcoming plans include a nursing home visit, a children’s sermon, and a Sunday School Opening.  There is still room for your young person to participate.  We meet on Tuesdays from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. To register, or for more information, contact Kristin Clapcich (908-753-1163), Dr. Girvin, or the pastors.

___________________  
FAITH FRIENDS

The Youth and Family Ministry Team is excited to begin a new program called “Faith Friends” starting this fall.   This multi-generational pairing of youth and seniors is an opportunity for both groups to share life experiences and share opportunities together at Faith.
 The goal of this group is to create an intergenerational bond between seniors and youth.  

Our first get together will be for lunch here at church on Sunday, October 26 following second service.  This program is currently open to all Peer Leaders and any interested seniors.
Sign up in the Information Center or by contacting the church office at 908-464-5177.

___________________  
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Fall Food Collection

Our annual Fall Food Drive begins soon and we are looking for volunteers to help on collection and delivery days.  Last year nearly $33,000 worth of canned and packaged goods were collected, sorted, packed and transported to the hungry in our midst.  On Saturday November 22, many volunteers are needed to process, pack and sort food (last year’s effort included over 100 members from Faith).  On Saturday November 29, we need helping hands to load boxes on to a truck to deliver to the StarFish Pantry in Plainfield.  Please sign up in the Information Center – children and youth are welcomed to participate with their parents.  

Food collection in the Narthex begins Sunday October 26.  Any questions, please contact Cheryl Bock 908-464-2573.

___________________
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Sunday Church School Offering
For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   
To Date:  Our children have collected:  $325.39
___________________

DID YOU KNOW…

Our African Partners are here!!!...Registration is now underway for our Bible Studies…interest sheets are also out for a summer ‘09 European trip…Pastor Mac was teaching at the College of St. Elizabeth last week…1st Communion Orientation and Confirmation were both in the last few weeks…Soup Kitchen help is needed next month…2 year calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Fall Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1136 out of the last 1150 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Chief Petty Officer Jason Freiwald, 30, USN, Michigan

Pfc. Leonard Gulcznyski, 19, USA, Illinois
Capt. Bruce Hays, 42, USANG, Wyoming

Sr. Chief Petty Officer John Marcum, 34, USN, Michigan
Lance Cpl. Nicky Mason, 26. Royal British Army, England

Pvt. Michael Murdock, 22, USA, North Carolina

1st Lt. Mohsin Naqvi, 26, USA, New York

Pvt. Jason Rawstron, 23, Royal British Army, England
Chief Warrant Officer Brady Rudolf, 37 USANG, Oklahoma
Chief Warrant Officer Michael Slebodnik, 39, USA, Pennsylvania

Cpl. Michael Thompson, 23, USANG, Oklahoma
1st Lt. Robert Vallejo, II, 28 USANG, Texas
Staff Sgt. Jason Vazquez, 24, USANG, Illinois

Capt. Darrick Wright, 37, USA, Tennessee
___________________ 
Memorial Garden Remembrance Worship
 and Luncheon

 

New this year on All Saints’ Sunday (November 2), will be an opportunity for family and friends to gather together and remember the saints who still live in our memories.  Join the pastors as they place evergreen boughs in the Memorial Garden and raise prayers of thanksgiving for the saints that have gone before us.  Whereas families with loved ones buried in the Garden will receive special invitations to come, ALL are invited to participate in this service and raise the names of their dearly departed.  Eucharist will be shared as a reminder of our Easter hope.  A luncheon will follow the garden worship in Franklin Nelson Hall.  So that we can prepare for lunch, please let us know if you will be able to join us.  Grief materials relating to the holidays will also be distributed.   Please sign up in the Information Center or by contacting the Pastors.

___________________
Eating Our Way Through God’s Word –

 Year-Long “Potluck” Fellowship & Study

On October 2 over 30 people gathered for the first of our monthly potlucks.  Special thanks to Bea Woodruff and Audrey Kelly who served as our hosts and prepared a goat cheese dip with unleavened bread from the Patriarchial period of Biblical history.    Following our meal, we looked at the Bible story of Abraham and Sarah.  Our next fellowship is on November 6th.  All participants are asked to bring a dish to share (entrée, dessert, beverage or side) – meal sign up will be posted in the Information Center.   Bring your appetite for fun, fellowship and learning.  We will begin at 6:30 and conclude by 8:00 p.m.   This is a wonderful opportunity to get to meet and share a meal with your Family of Faith.

___________________
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SAVE THE DATE!
Who?

YOU!

What?

Crop Walk 2008
Where?  
United Methodist Church

When?
  Sunday, October 19, 2008, 1:30 pm
[image: image8.wmf]Why?  You will “Make a difference in our community and the world!”

SIGN UP TODAY TO WALK

OR SPONSOR A WALKER

Sign-ups are available before/after each service and also on-line!  

Being an “E-Walker” is easy to do and makes it easy to collect contributions too.  

To sign-up on the Web:

1.       Go to www.cropwalkonline.org
2.       Select NJ

3.       Select New Providence /Summit Walk

4.       Click on “JOIN A TEAM”

5.       Type in “Faith Lutheran Church” and hit “SEARCH FOR A TEAM”

6.       On the right is a link to click to “JOIN” and then follow the instructions to register as a CROP Walker

7.       Tailor your personal web page

8.       E-mail family and friends to contribute over the secure website

To make a contribution on the Web:

1.       Go to www.cropwalkonline.org
2.       Select NJ

3.       Select New Providence /Summit Walk

4.       Click on “DONATE”

5.       Type in “Faith Lutheran Church” and hit “SEARCH FOR A TEAM”

6.       Click on “Faith Lutheran” and then on the right is a link to “Make a Gift”

7.       Follow the instructions to make a contribution

If you have any questions please contact Brian Rook (btr1106@yahoo.com) or Chris Melhuish (Chris.Melhuish@ebimed.com).
___________________ 
Breakfast with Mark –

Weekly Daytime Bible Study
THIS WEEK
Join Pastor Walt on Thursday mornings (10:00 – 11:30a.m.) for this “Wild and Wooley” Bible study.  No Bible Study experience needed, just come for a time of learning and lively discussion as we read through the gospel of Mark together.  This study runs weekly through December 4th.  Participants are asked to serve as weekly breakfast hosts.  Bring your hunger for food, fellowship, and God’s Word.  Sign up in the information center.
___________________
African Ministry at a Glance

Today – 
Pastor Mtui Preaches



Pastor & Mr. Masawe lead Forum



Congregational Picnic

Monday - 
Final Visits

Tuesday - 
Meeting with Bishop Riley



Dinner with Church Council

Wednesday -
Departure for Home
Throughout – special meals with members.

___________________
  GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
From the ELCA Statement “Caring for Creation”:
As congregations and other expressions of this church, we will model the principle of participation. We will welcome the interaction of differing views and experiences in our discussion of environmental issues such as: nuclear and toxic waste dumps; logging in ancient growth forests; personal habits in food consumption; farming practices;  treatment of animals in livestock production, laboratory research, and hunting; land-use planning; and global food, development, and population questions.

What are the differing views in your communities around environmental issues?


Green Tip 

With Halloween on the horizon, consider "Recycled Costumes!" Instead of buying costumes and paying for shipping cardboard, why not have a neighborhood costume trade party? Bring all the moms together one night for a ladies night out, and have everyone bring one or two costumes and have fun trading. Or, look for Halloween costumes in consignment or Goodwill stores.
Green Opportunity:  BYOM

The Green Team Task Force invites you to BYOM:  Bring Your Own Mug to church.  During the Sunday Forum alone, many disposable paper cups are used and discarded.  A veritable mountain of waste is created over the course of a year.  To reduce the church’s footprint on the earth (conserving trees and water and reducing pollution), the Green Team Task Force invites all members to bring their own mugs when they plan to have coffee or tea at church, whether this be on Sunday morning, at a Bible study, committee/council meeting or other church event.  

___________________ 
SACRED STITCHERY

Sacred Stitchery is responsible for worship enhancements.  The banners used throughout the church seasons, the banners which are given to each person who is baptized and the plaques which are presented by the church to each confirmand are created by them.  Sacred Stitchery meets from September to June on Tuesday mornings at 9:45.  Stitchers are in urgent need.  If you don’t know how to cross stitch, they will teach you.  Come join the fellowship and add to the productivity of the stitchers and banner artists.

___________________  
COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Please check your mailboxes for materials pertaining to Tuesday night’s meeting.

___________________
  OUT OF AFRICA – This Week
 
Our Mission Partners from Masama Mboreny Lutheran Parish in Moshi, Tanzania, Pastor Mathayo Mtui and Mr. Duncan Masawe are in the final days of their 2 week visit.  Stop by the Library entrance bulletin board to see the Ellen Holt’s super creation that shares our long history with Masama Mboreny and the actual details of this year’s visit.  We continue to collect old eyeglasses in the Library…these will be taken back to the folks who can use them in the village.  Pastors Walt & Mac are now wearing special crosses and stoles that were recently made in Africa and sent here as gifts and we are receiving our offering in baskets made there in Tanzania. 

___________________
REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting shortly.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with the  Pastors today or call the Church Office.

___________________
UPCOMING –
Oct. 
12 – Congregational Picnic Lunch


13 – Staff Worship Planning


13 – Finance Committee


14 – Council & African Dinner


15 – African Visitors Depart 


15 – Confirmation Class


16 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


16 – Synod Bosnia Interest Meeting


19 – CROP Walk


19 – Hospitality Guests Arrive


20 – Staff Worship Planning


21 -
Broadway House


21 – Carpenter’s Carvers


22 – FNS Lunch Party


23 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


26 – REFORMATION SUNDAY


26 – Hospitality Guests Depart


26 – Peer Leader/Faith Friends Luncheon


27 – Staff Worship Planning


28 – FNS Back to School Night


30 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study

Nov.   2 – ALL SAINTS SUNDAY


   2 – Garden Memorial Service & Luncheon


   2 – Peer Leader Appalachian Meeting


   3 – Staff Worship Planning


   3 – FNS Lunch Party


   4 – Broadway House


   4 – FaithKIDS


   6 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


   6 – Bible Study Potluck


   6-7 – FNS Closed


   8 – Soup Kitchen


   9 – WORLD HUNGER SUNDAY


   9 – Lionetti Baptism


10 – Staff Worship Planning


10 – Finance Committee


11 – Council


13 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


13 – Midweek Eucharist


13 – Staff Meeting


16 – Uhlig Baptism
___________________
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