Family Notes
F O U R T H   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   E P I P H A N Y
T
he glory of the Lord is often revealed when and where it is least expected.  God uses our lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be.  God uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it.  God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses.  Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.
We often do not know how to respond or react to the many sermons we hear.  In today’s sermon, “How NOT to Respond to A Sermon,” Pastor Kriesat calls our attention to the response given after one of Jesus’ sermons in the synagogue in his home town of Nazareth, and asks us what a proper response should be.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table. 
Our fountain is on our altar today, reminding us of our baptisms and God’s constant care.  During this Epiphany season, in place of our usual flowers, greens, the color of life, fill our altar.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship and pastoral care ministry. 
Our Lessons:

Jeremiah 1:4-10.  God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb.  Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s Word in the midst of the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile.  He is to make God known not only to Judah, but also to the nations.
1 Corinthians 13:1-13.  Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts.  Paul reminds them that God gives us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.
Luke 4:21-30.  People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed.  Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders.
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

In our first reading we learn of Jeremiah's call to be a prophet of God and the Gospel tells us about Jesus' sermon in Nazareth.  The second reading ties it all together by reminding us that whatever our calling in life may be, love needs to be the thing that motivates all that we do.

_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 
2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please pick up your 2010 offering envelopes (and those of any family members) in the narthex today.  

___________________ 
MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Lois Rafferty




11:00 – Ky Luu
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Paul Lutz

Jean Bellone
Lucas Reiling

Constance Burde
Katie Anderson

Curtis D. Kelly
Nick Crowley

Harry Knipp
Annie Scherba

John Christiansen
Eric Brodbeck

Audrey Kelly
Jim Connaughton

Walter Leika
Robert Prezuhy

Todd Shell
Betsy

Kruger Family
Nelson Bentley, Jr.

Donna Norby
Margaret Kroouze

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Barbara Muglia
William Ellis

Margaret Callen
Gloria Fell

Joe Valentine
Rosalie Rohrbach

Marie Robinson
Chuck Thomas

Bob Miller
Hildy Vallevand

Pat Bellone
Paul Maergeotes

Deirdre Auton
Harvey Phillips

Joyce Farrell
Laura McQuaid

David Rossnagel
Raymond Heuke

Joe Alfaro
Glen Martin

Lorraine Jespersen
Celeste Scott

Fran Ciccione
Pastor Mac

Julie Floch
Evelyn Berry
Toni Tschampion
Bill Weiss
Warren Vaché
Kate Woodworth

Alice Griffiths

The Family of Gene Baroff

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
COUNCIL CHOIR 
They are the deacons of the church, dating a ministry that goes back to Peter and Paul.  And last Sunday was the one day in the year when you will see our entire Church Council together as they helped lead worship at each of our liturgies.  We give thanks for their ministry and for their presence which is a tangible sign of the strength and gifts God gives the Church so that it might function as the Body of Christ in our hurting world.

___________________
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
[image: image2.wmf]
            Valentine’s Day
Please remember the residents at the Possum Way Group Home this Valentine’s Day, by sending them a card.  Cards can be sent to:  Regina, Rosa, Maria and Mary Ann: c/o ARC, 4 Possum Way,  New Providence, NJ 07974

___________________  

PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
  
                            Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)

                        1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________ 
Council Prayers

Our Council and Pastors were on Retreat this weekend at Xavier Center in Convent Station.  Please keep them in your prayers as they are about their work in this new year.
___________________
MINISTRY CENTER
We’re underway with the overhaul and renovation of our Ministry Center.  Our new, energy efficient heater has been installed and our Ministry Center Core Team is in the final review stage with contractors as we get ready for our Kitchen renovation.  Our hearing with the town Board of Adjustment will be scheduled shortly.
___________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for PFC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York awaiting deployment.  
___________________  
COUNCIL INSTALLATION
Today at each of our liturgies we install our newly elected Church Council for another year of ministry.  We give thanks for the servant ministry of:

Cliff Auchter
Lauren Berk

Beth Bertolini
Diana Bjorge


Cheryl Bock
Robin Bohnenberger

John Everson
Larry Holt


KW Janne
Jenifer Keiser


Wendy Loggia
Kyvan Luu


Jane McCready
Peter McQuaid

Chris Melhuish
Hank Manns


Glen Martin
Paul Mossberg


Marti Neumann
Susan Nord


Darryl Novak
Julie Pedersen


Lois Rafferty
Karen Remington


Todd Schickel
Bill Scott


Dan Seidel
Dee Tamburro


___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today  at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.  

   Today – ANOTHER NEW BEGINNING – Where we’re headed in this new time God has given.
   Upcoming:
   February 7 – JAZZ AND CHURCH – The Gospel connection.

   February 14 – A CRITICAL CONVERSATION.
   February 21 – March 28 – A LENTEN JOURNEY WITH THE WORD OF NEW LIFE – God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this, our six week Lenten Bible Study.
___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1200 out of the last 1218 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 
FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  For more information, contact Dr. Girvin, or the Pastor.

___________________
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SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER

The tradition continues as the Family gathers on February 16 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. for our Annual Pancake Supper.  Register in the Information Center today for this Shrove Tuesday tradition.  Our Task Force is getting set to go, so if you’d like to assist them, please contact our Convener, Dee Tamburro at crafdee101@aol.com, 908-338-1955 or 908-464-7618.  And, mark your calendars now for this fellowship event.

___________________ 
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
 
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  
To date:  $1,104.21 has been collected.
___________________
Music Notes
The text of the Sanctuary Choir anthem can be found in the hymnal at #737 …the melody of that hymn is played during the offertory as an organ selection as well…thanks to Beth Bertolini for her flute playing this morning…the organ prelude is from the Spanish late Baroque era, also suitable for performance on harpsichord…coming up on February 14th are our annual Jazz Liturgies…special guests include Max Morden, Nick Scheuble and saxophonist Tim Ries…Children from grades K to 5th are invited to join our FaithKids singers and ringers, meeting Wednesdays from 4-5…for more information, please contact the music ministry at john.girvin1@verizon.net.

___________________  
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BROADWAY HOUSE

         more than a house…a home

Our next group visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be this Tuesday, February 2nd and in two weeks, on February 16th.  Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

We are continuing our regifting collection for the residents at Broadway House through today, Sunday, January 31st.      Donations of small, personal toiletries (perfumes, colognes, soaps and the like) to larger items (walkman, purse, wallet, stuffed animals) can be dropped off in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.  No food items or candles, please.  In addition, if you have any new or gently used men or women’s sweaters that you no longer need, please drop those off as well.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.   Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com. 
___________________

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
 

Attention all 6th, 7th and 8th graders...our next block of Confirmation classes begins on Wednesday, February 24th and continues each Wednesday evening from 6:15 to 7:15 through March 24th.  Please mark your calendars. 
___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center or in Forum now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1200 out of the last 1218 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Rifleman James Brown, 18, British Royal Army, England
Lance Cpl. Tommy Brown, British Royal Army, England
Cpl. Simon Homby, 29, British Royal Army, England
Pfc. Michael Kolek, 22, Polish Army, Poland
Pfc. Serge Kropov, 21, USMC, Pennsylvania
Lt. Andrew Nuttall, 30, Canadian Army, Canada
Lance Cpl. Michael Pritchard, 22, British Royal Army, England

Lance Cpl. Oman Roebuck, 23, USMC, California
Lance Cpl. Christopher Roney, 23, British Royal Army, England
Pvt. Jhanner Tello, 29, USA, California

Sgt. Albert Ware, 27, USA, Illinois

___________________ 
CONFIRMATION RETREAT – 

Save the Date!
 

Just a reminder that the annual Confirmation Retreat will take place Friday, February 26 to Saturday, February 27 at Camp Cross Roads in Port Murray, NJ.  All confirmands are invited to attend, but note that the retreat is mandatory for 8th graders.  Registration packets were mailed last week and are due back today.

___________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry today as they gather downstairs in the Youth lounge. All high school youth are invited to share in this special ministry.
Today: Breakfast at Friendly’s

Upcoming:

2/7 – With Adult Forum

2/14 – With Adult Forum
___________________ 

Searching for Envelope # 399

If you have 2010 Envelope number 399, please email Paul Mossberg at pmossberg@verizon.net or call the church office. Number 399 was not assigned to a contributor within Faith’s financial systems. We need to know who you are so that we may properly post your contributions. Thank you!

___________________
Special Liturgy

While each Sunday is special in our Family worship, we regularly welcome instrumentalists to help enrich our time together.  On February 14, we mark the end of Epiphany with a special JAZZ LITURGY at each of our services.  Mark your calendars and invite your friends.

___________________ 
UPCOMING –
Jan.
31 – Stewardship Committee
Feb.
  1 – Staff Worship Planning

  2 – Broadway House


  3 – Daytime Bible Study


  7 – Francini Baptism (8:30)


  7 – Haugen Baptism (11:00)


  8 – Finance Committee


  9 – Staff Worship Planning


  9 – Council


10 – Daytime Bible Study


10 – FNS Lunch Party

15 – 19 – FNS Closed

16 – Broadway House


17 - ASH WEDNESDAY –




Eucharist & Ashes, 6:45 a.m., 





12:15 & 7:30 p.m.


22 – FNS Lunch Party


22 – Evening Bible Study

23 – Staff Worship Planning


23 – Carpenter’s Carvers


24 – Spoken Eucharist 6:45 a.m.


24 – Confirmation Class


24 – Eucharist 


26-27 – Confirmation Retreat


28 – Stewardship Committee
___________________
HAITI AID
Our Family of Faith joins in the effort to deliver support and assistance to the victims of the Haiti earthquake.  ELCA Disaster Response is already working through long-standing partnerships on the ground to provide emergency food, water, shelter and medical supplies.  Your gifts will be used entirely (100 percent) for immediate relief and ongoing recovery in Haiti.  Your prayers and generous gifts will make a life-saving difference.  Please make your check payable to Faith and marked ELCA Disaster Response or Haiti Relief. 
John Bertolini will be heading down to Haiti this weekend with the Guardians of Healing for a week of ministry.  Please keep John and the Guardians of Healing in your prayers.
___________________
ANNUAL MEETING

On January 24, following devotions, the congregation in assembly and in record time:

· Elected the following to 3-year terms on the Church Council:

Cliff Auchter


Robin Bohnenberger
Lauren Berk


Larry Holt
Diana Bjorge


Lois Rafferty
Cheryl Bock


Dan Seidel
· Elected the following to the 2009 Nominating Committee:

John Everson


Karen Remington
Ky Luu



Brian Rook
Hank Manns   


Carol Suiter
· received staff and special ministry reports;

· received the 2009 financial reports and the auditors statements;

· noted the membership records and audit have been completed through 12/31/09;

· received committee and task force reports;

· approved a growth budget of $735,767;
· approved 6 special appeals during 2010 (2 hunger, 1 Lutheran Social Ministries,  1 African Mission, 2 undesignated);

· approved special resolutions that gave thanks to God for our ministry, for our staff, our officers, committee and task force chairs, our special ministries and missions, and our ministry with the NJ Synod and the ELCA;
· shared thanks for Pastor Kriesat’s ministry with us;
· recognized the Council members who completed their Council service:

Janet Bradley, Audrey Kelly
· prayed for the Family.

___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:  “I find myself becoming more and more an advocate of the true ecologists where their recommendations are realistic. Many of these people have done us an essential service in helping us preserve and protect our green zones and our cities, our water and our air. The growing possibility of our destroying ourselves and the world with our own neglect and excess is tragic and very real.” (from Approaching Hoofbeats by Billy Graham, born 1918)

       Green Tip: 
Recycling one aluminum can saves enough electricity to power a TV for three hours, and aluminum cans can be recycled an unlimited number of times.
       Green Opportunity:  National Council of Churches Lenten e-Devotional - 
The National Council of Churches will be offering a Lenten Resource exploring Climate Justice and how it relates to each one of us in our daily lives and communities.  Each week, the series will explore a new issue, lifting up stories from around the globe and providing ways that you and your congregation can help address climate change in your own lives.  If you would like to receive these Lenten reflections and explorations on climate change please email Tyler at tedgar@nccecojustice.org  with the subject "Lenten reflections" and your name will be added to the list.

________________
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 COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the new year?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Today’s host is Susan Nord.

Upcoming:
February 7 – Open

February 14 – Dawn Sherman & Janet Bronocco

February 21 – Open

February 28 – Janet Bradley

___________________ 

2010 Final Budget and Pledge Commitment Results
Last week, members of Faith Lutheran Church adopted a budget of $735,767 for 2010.  Although we are facing a potential budget deficit of $41,469, your pledge commitments for the year will allow us to move forward with making a call for a second pastor, as well as reach and/or exceed our ministry goals for the year.  

For 2010, we received 193 pledges commitments, totaling $613,129.  Some notable items regarding the commitment level for 2010 include:

· 90 giving units (whether an individual, couple, family or youth member) increased their pledge by a collective 11.9%, equaling a $38,543 increase to the budget;

· we received 28 NEW pledges, or a commitment from a current or new member totaling an increase of $47,123 to the budget;

· 61 giving units maintained their pledge level;

· 14 giving units decreased their pledge, resulting in a loss of $18,426 toward the budget; and

· 6 giving units moved or transferred and 19 giving units who pledged in 2009 but not in 2010 resulted in an overall loss of $92,611 in giving.

In 2009, about 50% of our giving units made a committed pledge to the budget.  For 2010, we had 180 of the 314 adult giving units commit to making a pledge.  This increase in giving units means that we now have 57% of adult members making the effort to support our operating budget and maintain our mission work to the community we live in, both near and far.  

Although we are making a step in the right direction, there is still room for more of our members to make a commitment and move in the direction of giving at a tithe level.   We hope that you will consider how much God has given you and that you will commit to sharing your time, talent and treasures.

Yours in Christ,

Stewardship Committee
___________________
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2010-11 calendars

Our 2 year appointment calendars are in the narthex and Information Center.  These valuable tools help you keep track of your schedule and each time you use them, there is an opportunity to witness.  They are available at cost of $2.

___________________
KINGDOM LIVING:
THE PARABLES OF JESUS

Mondays February 22 to March 22, 2010

7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

How do you describe the Kingdom of God?  Well, Jesus did it with parables and it is there that we will spend our Lenten journey.  Come discover the richness of the gifts of God.  AND… as we did last year, we have a companion devotional, Forty day journey with Dietrich Bonhoeffer which probes the reality of living our faith in a creative way to engage directly with God’s Word during the Lenten season.  To join us, sign up in the information center or email pastor.mac@verizon.net.

___________________
EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE BIBLE (but were afraid to ask)
Beginning on Wednesday January 20 and continuing through February 10, Pastor Kriesat will be giving a Bible Study seeking to answer your questions about the Bible.  Here is your chance to submit your questions to Pastor Kriesat about the Bible, the Book of Faith.  Each week we will look at the submitted questions and try to find answers.  This is an interactive class – the more questions you submit, the more interesting the class can become.
___________________
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“Heart Start”

Our Lenten journey begins Wednesday, February 17, with three liturgies to begin this season of repentance and renewal.  At 6:45 a.m., and again at 12:15 p.m., we will gather for the Spoken Eucharist and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Each of these liturgies is about 30 minutes in length.  At 7:30 p.m., we will mark the beginning of Lent with a full sung Eucharist, again beginning with the Service of Penitence and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Mark your calendars and use your upcoming Lenten mailing to plan for this time of renewal.

___________________
THE CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE
 
Late in November, 6 of our folks met with Pastor Mac for conversations related to the ELCA Sexuality Statement.  Out of those talks came an interest in gathering again in the new year and inviting other members of the parish to join in this conversation.  If you might be interested in being with us when next we meet, please sign the sheet in the Information Center or call Pastor Mac.

___________________
Lent begins Wednesday, February 17.  We mark the beginning of this time of repentance and renewal with three liturgies:

“HEART START”

6:45 a.m. – Spoken Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

12:15 p.m. – Spoken Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

7:30 p.m. – Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

Wednesdays in Lent:  

“BEGINNINGS OF THE CHURCH”
Spoken Eucharist at 6:45 a.m.

Evening Prayer & Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.

February 24 
– 
“Rome”
March 3

– 
“Corinth”
March 10 

– 
“Galatia”
March 17 

– 
“Ephesus”
March 24 

– 
“Philippi”
Invite your friends and co-workers to join us for these worship opportunities.

_________________________________________________















