Family Notes
S E C O N D   S U N D A Y   O F   C H R I S T M A S 
W
ithin the Gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person.  Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us.  Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine.  Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

Today our Bishop E. Roy Riley will be preaching at both liturgies and leading our Adult and Youth Forums.  Bishop Riley has been wonderfully supportive of our Family for so many years and it is always a joy to welcome him to our worship life.

The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table. 
Our Lessons:

Jeremiah 31:7-14.  God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile.  In Zion, Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock.  Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.

Ephesians 1:3-14.  In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ.  Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

John 1:1-18.  John begins his Gospel with this prologue:  A hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Christmas continues… at least it does within the non-commercial sphere of the church.  We are reminded that at the heart of the season that our consumer-culture completes when the cash registers are closed on Christmas Eve, there is a gift which can’t be purchased.  THE gift, the Christ continues to come to us with a message of hope and love.  It is a gift that God gave to his people centuries before Jesus was born in Bethlehem – a gift that caused the prophet Jeremiah to bring a message of joy to a defeated people.  It was the same gift that the early church treasured – Ephesians describes it as an eternal ‘inheritance’.  John’s gospel describes the gift in terms of grace.  The question Christmas continues to ask is, “how do we respond to God’s awesome gift of new life?”

_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 
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LIVING

NATIVITY 
On December 20 the Christmas story was shared with our community.  What a joy to gather with dozens of people to watch the 12th production of this annual tradition.  We give thanks to our entire cast and special thanks to  Chris Melhuish who makes this production run so smoothly each year.
___________________
MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________ 
To all Committee and Task Force Chairs:

Annual Reports are now due.  Thank you.
___________________ 
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ROSES

The roses on our altar mark the recent births of Alana Grace Lamberti to Maureen & Joe on December 14 and James Timmermann Flyntz to Meredith Christine Timmermann and her husband Joey Flyntz on December 1.  We give thanks to God for these gifts of new life.

___________________

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg
Thomas Lange

Ernie Andersen
Ron Waltemyer

John Glass
Sherry Peterson

Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore

Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley

Jan Siberine
Dennis Callahan

John Chirichella
Ann Villa

Paul Lutz
Jean Bellone

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Nick Crowley
Harry Knipp

Annie Scherba
John Christiansen

Eric Brodbeck
Audrey Kelly

Jim Connaughton
Walter Leika

Steve R.
Robert Prezuhy

JoAnn Melhuish
Todd Shell

Julie Pedersen
Betsy

Nancy Waters
Kruger Family

Donna Cannie
Nelson Bentley, Jr

Donna Norby
Margaret Kroouze

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Barbara Muglia
William Ellis

Margaret Callen
Gloria Fell

Joe Valentine
Rosalie Rohrbach

Marie Robinson
Chuck Thomas

Bob Miller
Hildy Vallevand

Pat Bellone
Chuck Tschampion

Paul Maergeotes
Deirdre Auton

Pauline & Dick Anderson
Harvey Phillips

Joyce Farrell
Laura McQuaid

David Rossnagel
Raymond Heuke

Joe Alfaro
Cheryl Bock

Glen Martin
Lorraine Jespersen

Celeste Scott
Fran Ciccione
The Family of Alice Faust
The Family of Georgia Rauscher

The Family of Herman Cook

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
MIDWEEK EUCHARIST-THIS WEEK
January’s midweek Eucharist is this Thursday, January 7, at 12:15 p.m.  We invite you to join us for this gift of grace.

___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  Wendy Loggia




  Janet Bradley
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
[image: image3.wmf]World Hunger is before us and at each of our liturgies we are receiving a special offering to support the ELCA’s world and local hunger ministries.  This includes our own outreach ministries:  St. John’s Soup Kitchen, Hospitality and the annual Food Collection which is now underway.  Soup Kitchen and Hospitality alone have expenses of more than $13,000 a year.  Our special hunger mailing shared more about this ministry and your opportunity to share God’s gifts.

Gifts now total:  $2,938.

___________________

PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

Baptism of Our Lord
  
                            Isaiah 43:1-7

                        Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for PFC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York awaiting deployment.  
___________________  
2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please pick up your 2010 offering envelopes (and those of any family members) in the narthex today.  
___________________ 
CONFIRMATION RETREAT - Save the Date!
 

Just a reminder that the annual Confirmation Retreat will take place Friday, February 26 to Saturday, February 27 at Camp Cross Roads in Port Murray, NJ.  All confirmands are invited to attend, but note that the retreat is mandatory for 8th graders.  More information to follow.
___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today  at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.  Today Bishop Riley visits!
   Upcoming:
   January 10 – AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR MISSION PARTNER – A special time as we share news from our Mission Partner, Pastor Jerry Nugent of Lutheran Social Ministries.
   January 17 – A MISSION PLAN FOR THIS TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS – Resources for a new year and new opportunities.

   January 24 – GOD’S TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS – Where we’ve been in this God given year.
___________________ 
MINISTRY CENTER
We’re underway with the overhaul and renovation of our Ministry Center.  Our new, energy efficient heater has been installed and our Ministry Center Core Team is in the final review stage with contractors as we get ready for our Kitchen renovation.  Our hearing with the town Board of Adjustment will be scheduled shortly.
___________________
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1196 out of the last 1214 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!
___________________
Music Notes
Today we continue our Christmas season celebration…we sing more of the great wealth of carols for this time…the organ music is some of the joyous output of Lutheran composer J.S. Bach…our music groups begin their rehearsals again this week…Children from grades K to 5th are invited to join our FaithKids singers and ringers, meeting Wednesdays from 4-5…for more information, please contact the music ministry at john.girvin1@verizon.net. 
___________________  

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
 
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  

To date:  $913.85 has been collected.
___________________

Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________
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2010-11 calendars

Our 2 year appointment calendars are in the narthex and Information Center.  These valuable tools help you keep track of your schedule and each time you use them, there is an opportunity to witness.  They are available at cost of $2.
___________________ 
Church Decorating
Thanks to Joyce Farrell and Ed Johnson and all our volunteers who decorated our Ministry Center two weeks ago.

___________________
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

Next week, on January 10, we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord at both liturgies.  This festival is a reminder of the wonderful gift we all share at the font.  We are asking that all families who had children baptized in this last year, return their baptismal banners for display that day, by bringing them to the Office no later than tomorrow  

___________________

REGIFTING TO BROADWAY HOUSE
During each month at Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, residents earn “prize points” for activities that they participate in.  For example, if a resident wins at Bingo, they might earn 3 prize points.  Once a month, the resident can go “shopping” at the boutique at Broadway House and exchange their prize points for something at the store.  The store has in it items ranging from small, personal toiletries (perfumes, colognes, soaps and the like) to larger items (walkman, purse, wallet, stuffed animals).

This year, in an effort to help out with donations to the Broadway House boutique, we will be collecting items that you might not know what to do with—things you might receive and need to regift.  During this holiday season, if you find yourself with anything that you might like to donate, please drop the item(s) off at church in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall. 

In addition, if you find that you have any sweaters that you are replacing with the new one you just received, you can drop those off as well.  Residents are often moved to Broadway House with very few possessions of their own and if you find you are going through your winter clothing and have things that you can no longer use, please put them in the box and we will bring them over. Sorry, no food items are allowed.  Thank you in advance for your generosity…it is greatly appreciated by the residents and staff of Broadway House.

Join us for a visit this Tuesday, January 5th or on Tuesday, January19th –we will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and return by 12:30.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.

Contact Jane McCready with any questions at 908-233-8935 or via email at jane@mccready.com.

___________________
Hospitality Ministry

For more than two decades our Family has provided shelter and care for homeless families in transition.  This ministry is made possible by dozens and dozens of volunteers and the committed leadership of Kim and Bob Delatour who have guided this caring since its inception.  If you would like to assist as a cook, an overnight host or by providing support services, please call Kim and Bob at 464-1419.  Our guests next return for a week’s stay on January 24.
___________________

A MUSICAL BLESSING

The whole Family shares its thanks with Dr. Girvin and all of our choir members, instrumentalists and support folks who so richly shared the gift of music during our Advent and Christmas season.  Your gift stirred and enriched us, and your music particularly was a blessing at our Christmas Eve services.  Thank you for the enormous time and commitment you share that enriches this most important ministry that we share together.
___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the Second Sunday of Christmas…a special welcome to Bishop Riley…thanks to all who helped with church decorating two weeks ago…our Christmas Nativity was two weeks ago…a dozen and half of our folks went to Broadway House, our AIDS Ministry, two weeks ago for our Annual Caroling Party…2010 Commitments are now being received…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center or in Forum now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1196 out of the last 1214 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
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We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Spc. Aaron S. Aamot, 22, USA, Washington
Rifleman Philip Allen, 20, British Royal Army, England

Rifleman Samuel John Bassett, 20, British Royal Army, England

Sgt. Charles I. Cartwright, 26, USA, Maryland
Spc. Christopher J. Coffland, 43, USA, Maryland
Spc. Gary L. Gooch, Jr., 22, USA, Florida
Lance Cpl. Nicholas J. Hand, 20, USA, Kansas City
Lance Cpl. Shawn P. Hefner, 22, USA, Texas

Sgt. Brandon T. Islip, 23, USA, Virginia
Spc. Joseph M. Lewis, 26, USA, Texas

Sgt. Jason A. McLeod, 22, USA, Illinois

Sgt. Phillip Scott, 30, British Royal Army, England

Pfc. Marcus Al Tynes, 19, USA, California

___________________ 
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SHARING TREE 2009


Our Christmas gift giving ministry has concluded with gifts having been distributed.  This year’s gifts were collected for our Possum Way Group Home, Cheshire Home in Florham Park, ARC of Union County, local residents through the Community Service Association of New Providence, Barlow School in Plainfield, and Grace Community Lutheran Church, Ironbound.  Thanks to all who shared in this special ministry and special thanks to Linda Daniels for again coordinating this special ministry.

___________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry today as they gather with the Adult Forum for Conversations with Bishop Riley. All high school youth are invited to share in this special ministry.
Upcoming:

1/10 – Set up Hospitality Beds

1/17 – Reel to Reel with Patty & Casey Walsh

1/24 – Reel to Reel with Patty & Casey Walsh 
___________________ 

THE CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE
 
Late in November, 6 of our folks met with Pastor Mac for conversations related to the ELCA Sexuality Statement.  Out of those talks came an interest in gathering again in the new year and inviting other members of the parish to join in this conversation.  If you might be interested in being with us when next we meet, please sign the sheet in the Information Center or call Pastor Mac.

___________________
 COFFEE
HOUR

Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the new year?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Today’s hosts are Linda Fuller & Jane McCready.
Upcoming:
January 10 – Open

January 17 – Ray Eriksen & the 5th Grade

January 24 – Dawn Sherman

___________________ 

UPCOMING –
Jan.
  3 – Bishop Riley Visits


  5 – Broadway House


  5 – Staff Worship Planning


  5 – Sacred Stitchery


  7 – Midweek Eucharist


  7 – Staff Meeting


  8 – LSM Luncheon


  9 – Soup Kitchen


11 – Finance Committee


12 – Staff Worship Planning


12 – Council

13 – FNS Lunch Party


17 – Harris Baptism


18 – FNS & Office Closed


20 – Daytime Bible Study


21 – FNS Lunch Party


24 – Annual Meeting


24 – 31 Hospitality Program


25 – FNS Lunch Party


26 – Carpenter’s Carvers


27 – Daytime Bible Study


29-30 – Council Retreat


31 – Stewardship Committee

___________________
  ​​________________________________________________
Every Member Response

It is the Family of Faith and their wonderful commitment sharing God’s gifts that makes our extensive ministry possible.  Our commitment packets for another year of ministry have all been distributed.  Please prayerfully consider your proportional, growth and response in thanksgiving for all God has shared with us.  Make this the year to grow towards a tithe, responding to God’s blessings.  Thanks to Paul Mossberg, our Financial Secretary and our Stewardship Committee for getting this resource ready for us.  As of December 28, we have received 190 commitments for a total of $611,069.  The last two weeks in January we will again share thanks with all those who have shared commitments to undergird our Family ministry.

________________________________________________ 















