Family Notes
T H I R D   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   E P I P H A N Y
T
he glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of scripture.  People stand at attention.  People weep.  People prostrate themselves in prayer.  The unity of the church is another reflection of the glory of God.  Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.  Gather round.  Listen up.  Glimpse the glory of God.
Pastor Mac’s sermon, “We Have Seen the Glory…And it Makes a Difference,” reminds us of God’s empowering Spirit on this Annual Meeting Sunday.
The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table. 
Our fountain is on our altar today, reminding us of our baptisms and God’s constant care.  During this Epiphany season, in place of our usual flowers, greens, the color of life, fill our altar.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship and pastoral care ministry. 
Our Lessons:

Nehemiah 3:1-3, 5-6, 8-10.  The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem.  Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the public square.  When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that the joy of the Lord is their strength.
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a.  The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we are in the church.  For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.
Luke 4:14-21.  Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits him hometown of Nazareth.  In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

I don’t believe we could have better lessons for this our Annual Meeting Sunday.  They speak of the power of God; they speak of witness; they speak of faith.  Our first lesson is from Nehemiah and tells the wonderful story of Ezra the priest reading the Word of God to the people.  And while the people are filled with remorse for what they haven’t done, Ezra reminds them that this powerful Word sends them into God’s world to give a faithful witness.  Our second lesson is a reading from Corinthians where Paul reminds this squabbling community of their interdependence with each other and their need to understand that they are the Body of Christ.   And that is the prophetic witness of the Gospel this morning.  Christ reads from the prophet Isaiah that tells of the Spirit that brings good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind and freedom to the oppressed.  And he concludes with the simple statement that in his very presence this promise of God is fulfilled.  And in that moment we have a definition of our identity and a delineation of our ministry.  No comfort, complacency or convenience here.  We are the servant community of Jesus Christ.  And in that moment we have looked back on our history and looked forward to where God is calling us.
_________________________________________________  
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________ 
2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please pick up your 2010 offering envelopes (and those of any family members) in the narthex today.  

___________________

________________________________________________

ANNUAL MEETING

TODAY
The Annual Meeting of Faith Lutheran Church will be held next today at 12:30 p.m., in Franklin Nelson Hall. 

 The Agenda will include:

· Review of Annual Reports.
· Election of Church Council               
members.
· Election of Nominating Committee members.
· Adoption of the 2010 Mission Plan
Copies of the Booklet of Annual Reports, the proposed 2010 Mission Plan and the Nominating Committee are available today in the Narthex and in the Forum. 
________________________________________________ 
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
John Chirichella

Ann Villa
Paul Lutz

Jean Bellone
Lucas Reiling

Constance Burde
Katie Anderson

Curtis D. Kelly
Nick Crowley

Harry Knipp
Annie Scherba

John Christiansen
Eric Brodbeck

Audrey Kelly
Jim Connaughton

Walter Leika
Robert Prezuhy

Todd Shell
Betsy

Kruger Family
Nelson Bentley, Jr.

Donna Norby
Margaret Kroouze

Herbert Evers
Chris Bjornstad

Barbara Muglia
William Ellis

Margaret Callen
Gloria Fell

Joe Valentine
Rosalie Rohrbach

Marie Robinson
Chuck Thomas

Bob Miller
Hildy Vallevand

Pat Bellone
Paul Maergeotes

Deirdre Auton
Harvey Phillips

Joyce Farrell
Laura McQuaid

David Rossnagel
Raymond Heuke

Joe Alfaro
Glen Martin

Lorraine Jespersen
Celeste Scott

Fran Ciccione
Pastor Mac

Julie Floch
Evelyn Berry
Toni Tschampion
Bill Weiss
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Susan Nord




11:00 – Audrey Kelly
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________ 
Holy Baptism

 Received into the Church of Jesus Christ through baptism last week was Jack Benjamin Harris, son of Nicole and Joel.  

We give thanks to God for this gift of new life.

___________________
MINISTRY CENTER
We’re underway with the overhaul and renovation of our Ministry Center.  Our new, energy efficient heater has been installed and our Ministry Center Core Team is in the final review stage with contractors as we get ready for our Kitchen renovation.  Our hearing with the town Board of Adjustment will be scheduled shortly.
___________________ 
COUNCIL CHOIR 
They are the deacons of the church, dating a ministry that goes back to Peter and Paul.  And today is the one day in the year when you will see our entire Church Council together as they help lead worship at each of our liturgies.  We give thanks for their ministry and for their presence today which is a tangible sign of the strength and gifts God gives the Church so that it might function as the Body of Christ in our hurting world.

___________________ 

MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.
Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
  
                            Jeremiah 1:4-10

                        1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Luke 4:21-30
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for PFC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York awaiting deployment.  
___________________  
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            Valentine’s Day
Please remember the residents at the Possum Way Group Home this Valentine’s Day, by sending them a card.  Cards can be sent to:  Regina, Rosa, Maria and Mary Ann: c/o ARC, 4 Possum Way,  New Providence, NJ 07974

___________________
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today  at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.  

   Today - GOD’S TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS – Where we’ve been in this God given year.

   Upcoming:
   January 31 – JAZZ AND CHURCH – The Gospel connection.

   February 7 & 14 – MONEY AND FAITH: The Search for Enough.

   February 21 – March 28 – A LENTEN JOURNEY WITH THE WORD OF NEW LIFE – God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this, our six week Lenten Bible Study.
___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1199 out of the last 1217 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
 

As we celebrated the Baptism of our Lord on January 10, we displayed the baptismal banners for our baptisms last year.  Our thanks to the Sacred Stitchery group for preparing these reminders of God's gift of grace.  

___________________  

FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  For more information, contact Dr. Girvin, or the Pastor.

___________________
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER NEEDED
We are in need of a Sunday School teacher for the second grade class from February until June.  Please contact the Church Office at 464-5177 or Kim Delatour at 464-1419 if you would like to teach this block of time or any part of it. 

___________________ 
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
 
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  
To date:  $1,039.96 has been collected.
___________________
Music Notes
Today we are led in worship by members of our church council, following a long-standing tradition…They sing a new song in our hymnal, Somos uno en Cristo…Our opening hymn is often sung in the Advent season, but is especially appropriate today as the Gospel speaks of the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry…Children from grades K to 5th are invited to join our FaithKids singers and ringers, meeting Wednesdays from 4-5…Our Church Council members lead worship next Sunday…for more information, please contact the music ministry at john.girvin1@verizon.net.

___________________  
REGIFTING TO BROADWAY HOUSE
During each month at Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, residents earn “prize points” for activities that they participate in.  For example, if a resident wins at Bingo, they might earn 3 prize points.  Once a month, the resident can go “shopping” at the boutique at Broadway House and exchange their prize points for something at the store.  The store has in it items ranging from small, personal toiletries (perfumes, colognes, soaps and the like) to larger items (walkman, purse, wallet, stuffed animals).

This year, in an effort to help out with donations to the Broadway House boutique, we will be collecting items that you might not know what to do with—things you might receive and need to regift.  During this holiday season, if you find yourself with anything that you might like to donate, please drop the item(s) off at church in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall. 

In addition, if you find that you have any sweaters that you are replacing with the new one you just received, you can drop those off as well.  Residents are often moved to Broadway House with very few possessions of their own and if you find you are going through your winter clothing and have things that you can no longer use, please put them in the box and we will bring them over. Sorry, no food items are allowed.  Thank you in advance for your generosity…it is greatly appreciated by the residents and staff of Broadway House.

Join us for a visit Tuesday, February 2nd –we will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and return by 12:30.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.

Contact Jane McCready with any questions at 908-233-8935 or via email at jane@mccready.com.

___________________
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
 

Attention all 6th, 7th and 8th graders...our next block of Confirmation classes begins on Wednesday, February 24th and continues each Wednesday evening from 6:15 to 7:15 through March 24th.  Please mark your calendars. 
___________________ 
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the Third Sunday after Epiphany and our Annual Meeting Sunday…2010 Commitments are now being received…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…sign up in the Information Center or in Forum now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1199 out of the last 1217 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Tech Sgt. Anthony Campbell, Jr. 35, USA, Kentucky

Lance Cpl. Adam Drane, 23, British Royal Army, England
Sgt. Robert Frietas, 23, USMC, Michigan
Staff Sgt. Dennis Hansen, 31, USA, Florida
Jr. Sgt. Kristjan Jalakas, 19, Estonian Army, Estonia

Lance Cpl. David Kirkness, 24, British Royal Army, England
Cpl. Xhacob Latorre, 21, USMC, Connecticut
Sgt. Kenneth Nichols, Jr., 28, USA, Illinois
Sgt. Elijah Rao, 26, USA, Oregon
Lance Cpl. Jonathan Taylor, 22, USMC, Florida
___________________ 
HAITI AID
Our Family of Faith joins in the effort to deliver support and assistance to the victims of the Haiti earthquake.  ELCA Disaster Response is already working through long-standing partnerships on the ground to provide emergency food, water, shelter and medical supplies.  Your gifts will be used entirely (100 percent) for immediate relief and ongoing recovery in Haiti.  Your prayers and generous gifts will make a life-saving difference.  Please make your check payable to Faith and marked ELCA Disaster Response or Haiti Relief.
___________________
Youth Forum
Youth Forum continues its educational/fellowship ministry today as they gather downstairs in the Youth lounge. All high school youth are invited to share in this special ministry.
Today: Reel to Reel with Patty & Casey Walsh

Upcoming:

1/31 – Breakfast at Friendly’s
2/7 – With Adult Forum

2/14 – With Adult Forum
___________________ 
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SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER

The tradition continues as the Family gathers on February 16 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. for our Annual Pancake Supper.  Register in the Information Center today for this Shrove Tuesday tradition.  Our Task Force is getting set to go, so if you’d like to assist them, please contact our Convener, Dee Tamburro at crafdee101@aol.com, 908-338-1955 or 908-464-7618.  And, mark your calendars now for this fellowship event.

___________________
UPCOMING –
Jan.
24 – Annual Meeting


24 – 31 Hospitality Program


25 – FNS Lunch Party


26 – Carpenter’s Carvers


27 – Daytime Bible Study


29-30 – Council Retreat


31 – Stewardship Committee
Feb.
  1 – Staff Worship Planning

  2 – Broadway House


  3 – Daytime Bible Study


  4 – Midweek Eucharist


  4 – Staff Meeting


  7 – Francini Baptism (8:30)


  7 – Haugen Baptism (11:00)


  8 – Finance Committee


  9 – Staff Worship Planning


  9 – Council


10 – Daytime Bible Study


10 – FNS Lunch Party

15 – 19 – FNS Closed

16 – Broadway House


17 - ASH WEDNESDAY –




Eucharist & Ashes, 6:45 a.m., 





12:15 & 7:30 p.m.


22 – FNS Lunch Party


22 – Evening Bible Study

23 – Staff Worship Planning


23 – Carpenter’s Carvers


24 – Spoken Eucharist 6:45 a.m.


24 – Confirmation Class


24 – Eucharist 


26-27 – Confirmation Retreat


28 – Stewardship Committee
___________________
   __________________________________________________
Every Member Response

It is the Family of Faith and their wonderful commitment sharing God’s gifts that makes our extensive ministry possible.  Our commitment packets for another year of ministry have all been distributed.  Please prayerfully consider your proportional, growth and response in thanksgiving for all God has shared with us.  Make this the year to grow towards a tithe, responding to God’s blessings.  Thanks to Paul Mossberg, our Financial Secretary and our Stewardship Committee for getting this resource ready for us.  As of January 18, we have received 193 commitments for a total of $613,129.  The last two weeks in January we will again share thanks with all those who have shared commitments to undergird our Family ministry.
________________________________________________ 
Special Liturgy

While each Sunday is special in our Family worship, we regularly welcome instrumentalists to help enrich our time together.  On February 14, we mark the end of Epiphany with a special JAZZ LITURGY at each of our services.  Mark your calendars and invite your friends.

___________________  
CONFIRMATION RETREAT - Save the Date!
 

Just a reminder that the annual Confirmation Retreat will take place Friday, February 26 to Saturday, February 27 at Camp Cross Roads in Port Murray, NJ.  All confirmands are invited to attend, but note that the retreat is mandatory for 8th graders.  Registration packets were mailed this week and are due back by January 31.
___________________
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2010-11 calendars

Our 2 year appointment calendars are in the narthex and Information Center.  These valuable tools help you keep track of your schedule and each time you use them, there is an opportunity to witness.  They are available at cost of $2.

___________________ 

GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:
“The dramatic threat of ecological breakdown is teaching us the extent to which greed and selfishness...are contrary to the order of creation.” (Pope John Paul II, 1920-2005)

      Green Tip:  Worldwide, an estimated 4 billion plastic bags end up as litter each year. Tied end to end that's enough to circle the earth 63 times.  Take action and switch to reusable shopping bags.
       Green Opportunity:  National Council of Churches Lenten e-Devotional - 
The National Council of Churches will be offering a Lenten Resource exploring Climate Justice and how it relates to each one of us in our daily lives and communities.  Each week, the series will explore a new issue, lifting up stories from around the globe and providing ways that you and your congregation can help address climate change in your own lives.  If you would like to receive these Lenten reflections and explorations on climate change please email Tyler at tedgar@nccecojustice.org  with the subject "Lenten reflections" and your name will be added to the list.

________________
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Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the new year?  Sign up in the Information Center.   Today’s host is Dawn Sherman.

Upcoming:
January 31 – Open

February 7 – Open

February 14 – Dawn Sherman & Janet Bronocco

___________________ 

ANNUAL MEETING – Today
Our Family’s Annual Meeting will take place today at 12:30 p.m.  It has become a tradition that this annual gathering finishes in very quick time, due mainly to the fact that our Forums in January serve as an extension of that meeting.  Today  our Financial Team presents a detailed look at our 2010 Mission Plan.  Our Booklet of Annual Reports, the Report of the Nominating Committee and our 2010 Mission Plan is available.  And today, January 24, Council President Cliff Auchter, leads us through a review of this last year of ministry.  Plan to be at our Annual Meeting and share in these critical weeks of information and presentation.

___________________

How our Pledge Dollars Make a Difference
 

On January 3, many of us heard Bishop Riley preach and lead the Adult Forum.  In both, he spoke of his gratitude for Faith and our long history of generous giving to the work of the Lutheran Church as a whole.  

 
Bishop Riley spoke of the support in the creation of the new church communities, Living Waters in Flemington and St. Stephan's Grace Community in Newark, and thanked us for our part in helping make that happen.  As you may or may not know, Faith is one of the largest contributors to the benevolence budget available to the Synod for such outreach ministries.  We can indeed be proud of our long history of caring for others and in putting feet (or in this case, dollars) to our faith.  We'll also be hearing from Pastor Jerry Nugent of Lutheran Social Ministries and the work they undertake on behalf of the support we, and others, provide for the well being of those less fortunate than us. 

Thank you again to each and every one of you who have completed your pledge card and returned it with your commitment for 2010 giving.  And thanks to many of you who were able to respond to our request to consider an increase in giving to enable the call of a second pastor - we'll soon be proceeding with that effort, as well.  

There is still time, however, for anyone who has not yet had the chance to complete a pledge commitment for this new year.  We still have a need for additional funding in order to continue all of the ministries we've supported in the past.  Please take a minute and complete a pledge card or send Paul Mossberg an e-mail (pmossberg@verizon.net) informing him of your commitment.   Please include "2010 Pledge" in the subject line.  All pledges are confidential.

Blessings for the new year,

Stewardship Committee
___________________
KINGDOM LIVING:
THE PARABLES OF JESUS

Mondays February 22 to March 22, 2010

7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

How do you describe the Kingdom of God?  Well, Jesus did it with parables and it is there that we will spend our Lenten journey.  Come discover the richness of the gifts of God.  AND… as we did last year, we have a companion devotional, Forty day journey with Dietrich Bonhoeffer which probes the reality of living our faith in a creative way to engage directly with God’s Word during the Lenten season.  To join us, sign up in the information center or email pastor.mac@verizon.net.

___________________
EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE BIBLE (but were afraid to ask)
Beginning on Wednesday January 20 and continuing through February 10, Pastor Kriesat will be giving a Bible Study seeking to answer your questions about the Bible.  Here is your chance to submit your questions to Pastor Kriesat about the Bible, the Book of Faith.  Each week we will look at the submitted questions and try to find answers.  This is an interactive class – the more questions you submit, the more interesting the class can become.
___________________
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“Heart Start”

Our Lenten journey begins Wednesday, February 17, with three liturgies to begin this season of repentance and renewal.  At 6:45 a.m., and again at 12:15 p.m., we will gather for the Spoken Eucharist and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Each of these liturgies is about 30 minutes in length.  At 7:30 p.m., we will mark the beginning of Lent with a full sung Eucharist, again beginning with the Service of Penitence and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Mark your calendars and use your upcoming Lenten mailing to plan for this time of renewal.

___________________
THE CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE
 
Late in November, 6 of our folks met with Pastor Mac for conversations related to the ELCA Sexuality Statement.  Out of those talks came an interest in gathering again in the new year and inviting other members of the parish to join in this conversation.  If you might be interested in being with us when next we meet, please sign the sheet in the Information Center or call Pastor Mac.

___________________
Lent begins Wednesday, February 17.  We mark the beginning of this time of repentance and renewal with three liturgies:

“HEART START”

6:45 a.m. – Spoken Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

12:15 p.m. – Spoken Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

7:30 p.m. – Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

Wednesdays in Lent:  

“BEGINNINGS OF THE CHURCH”
Spoken Eucharist at 6:45 a.m.

Evening Prayer & Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.

February 24 
– 
“Rome”
March 3

– 
“Corinth”
March 10 

– 
“Galatia”
March 17 

– 
“Ephesus”
March 24 

– 
“Philippi”
Invite your friends and co-workers to join us for these worship opportunities.

_________________________________________________















