Family Notes
 S E C O N D   S U N D A Y   A F T E R   E P I P H A N Y
A
ll the baptized have a calling in God’s world.  God calls not just the clergy but also the youngest child, like Samuel.  The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place.  Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth.  But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to.  Jesus refers to the story of the vision of Jacob, who called the place of his vision “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17).  Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God.
Pastor Walt’s sermon, “We Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet…,” looks at God’s simple invitation to come and see what a life of discipleship can be like.
The Sacrament today will be administered by pouring chalice.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.

Our fountain is on our altar today, reminding us of our baptisms and God’s constant care.  During this Epiphany season, in place of our usual flowers, greens, the color of life, fill our altar.  (If you would like to help provide these worship gifts, please sign the flower chart in the narthex.  On the last Sunday of Epiphany, our plants will be distributed to our ill and shut ins.)

Our Lessons:

1 Samuel 3:1-10.  At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word.  Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond.  This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.
1 Corinthians 6:12-20.  Paul is helping the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death of Christ.  Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us.
John 1:43-51.  In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus.  Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Our readings today look at faithful response to the invitation of God.  We hear of the call of Samuel, who responds to the voice in the night, “Here I am.”  St. Paul encourages the Corinthians to pay attention to the way they are living their lives – discipleship is lived out in ordinary contexts.  When we allow our lifestyles to set the agenda, we suffer in our faithfulness.  Though the Christian has freedom in Christ, this freedom is not a license to do whatever they choose.  Christ has set us free so that we might willingly respond to God’s goodness in acts of love and kindness to our neighbor.  In our gospel, Phillip reaches out to Nathanael with a simple invitation, “Come and See”.  Our discipleship grows as we become open to God’s simple invitation to us; “come and see what I have done for you.”  Responding to this invitation, we begin looking at our world through the lens of service.   

_________________________________________________
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to one of the Pastors, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.
___________________

VISITORS CONTINUE
Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1150 out of the last 1164 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________
MISSION STATEMENT

The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.

Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________  
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
 

As we celebrated the Baptism of our Lord last week, we were surrounded by baptismal banners of those who were baptized in the last year.  During 2008, 16 folks were baptized here in the Family, more than double 2007's number.  Our thanks to the Sacred Stitchery group for preparing these reminders of God's gift of grace.  

___________________
Annual Report Booklets are now available in the Narthex and Franklin Nelson Hall.
___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Pete Rapciewicz
Georgia Rauscher


Diantha Pearson
Marcia Manns


Dorothy Kauff
Vivian Mossberg


Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen


Bob Peterson
Ron Waltemyer


John Glass
Sherry Peterson


Nancy Kordistas
Ben Santore


Glenice Swenson
Ruth Bentley


Bambi Weiss
Jan Siberine


Louise Smith
Ruth Van Zyl


Dennis Callahan
John Christiansen

John Chirichella
Ann Villa

Paul Lutz
Lois Stalo

Jean Bellone
Thomas Braun

Sandy Olson
Mary Sullivan

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Lila Black
Deborah Corgan

Maryann Carroll
Rudy Lonn

Cathy Grochowski
Scott Neubeck

Joan Schutz
Liz Siebelts

Chuck Thomas
Jacob George

Bonnie Evanhoff
Andrea Samson

John Bellone
Bob Delatour, Sr.

Angelo Garfole
Catherine Sommo

Bill Ellis
Donna Whitaker

Ernie
Caitlyn Seals

Katie Anderson
Pauline Hummel

Frances & Leo Kanerva
Jonathan Landrum

Fred Fiesenthaler
June Anderson

Janet Bradley
Jack
Gus Nelson

The Family of Helen Brown

To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
[image: image2.wmf]COFFEE


HOUR
Would you like to host a Forum Coffee Hour in the coming weeks?  Sign up in the Information Center.  Thanks to today’s hosts, Donna Wlodarski & Don Treich.
Upcoming:

January 25 – Ray Eriksen & the Fifth Grade
February 1 – Open

February 8–Carol MacPherson, Jane McCready & Staff
February 15 - Open

___________________  
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

 Third Sunday after Epiphany
  
                                  Jonah 3:1-5, 10

                        1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Mark 1:14-20
____________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

___________________   
Music Notes

This week we worship using music from a variety of sources…  the sermon hymn is a newer text, paired with the very familiar tune, CWM Rhonda, also used for the texts “God of Grace and God of Glory”, and “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”…Our closing hymn is the South African traditional Siyahamba…our opening hymn is a hymn composed by Daniel Schutte from 1981 that is a favorite with many Christian churches…The organ prelude is a setting by Bach of the famous Lutheran chorale, Jesu, meine Freude, or Jesus, My Joy…at the 11 AM service, the organ offertory is composed by a contemporary of Bach’s, Johann Gottfried Walther…the music reflects the joy of the text as it grows in melodic ornamentation… Rehearsals continue for the Sanctuary Choir…we have had several new members the past few months, so if you’re interested in singing with the group, you won’t be the only new member!...we meet on Wednesday nights at 7:30-9 PM…Next week we are led in worship by members of the Church Council at both services.

__________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see either Pastor.  We particularly remember Captain Christopher Lazas, one of our Nursery School parents who is in Baghdad, and Emma Clark, Beth Bertolini’s niece.  Our Family of Faith has sent each of these folks a trim line compact Bible.  And we remember Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now at Ft. Drum in New York.  
___________________   
ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues its educational ministry today at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for coffee and conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.

Today – A Mission Plan Right Out of God’s Book – Resources for a new year and new opportunities.

January 25 – A Year Marked by the Word of God – Where we’ve been in this God given year.

February 1 – A Pastoral Conversation with Pastor Walt – A final conversation with Pastor Walt this week before his departure for St. James in Burnsville, MN
February 8 – Farewell and Godspeed to Katie, Pastor, Noah and Mark – A special time for the Family to say good-bye.
February 15 – A Pastoral Conversation with Pastor Mac – Time to explore where we are headed in our Mutual Ministry and immediate plans for our Family.
___________________ 
Breakfast with Mark –

Weekly Daytime Bible Study

THIS WEEK
Join Pastor Walt Thursday mornings (10:00-11:30) in January for a “walk through” Mark’s Gospel.  Breakfast is provided by participants.
___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School is currently registering church members for the 2009-2010 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252 as soon as possible because we are now taking registration from non-members.

___________________ 
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BROADWAY HOUSE 

         more than a house…a home

Our next group visit to Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, will be Tuesday, January 27th.  Anyone who would like to join us for a visit is welcome.  We will be meeting at church at 9:15 a.m. and returning by 12:30 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet in the Information Center.  Volunteer applications are required if you are going to be a regular visitor to Broadway House.

We are continuing our regifting collection for the residents at Broadway House through Sunday, January 25th.      Donations of small, personal toiletries (perfumes, colognes, soaps and the like) to larger items (walkman, purse, wallet, stuffed animals) can be dropped off in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.  No food items or candles, please.  In addition, if you have any new or gently used men or women’s sweaters that you no longer need, please drop those off as well.

Opportunities for all ages, both on-site and off-site, are available.   Many thanks to the Sunday School classes who made Christmas cards for the residents—they loved them!  

Any questions or for more information on ways you can help at Broadway House, contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.

___________________ 
Book Collection for Uganda
OVER THE TOP
For the last several weeks, our Family, along with other groups and schools, has been participating in a book drive that Lauren Berk organized for war torn Uganda.  With an ambitious goal of collecting 10,000 books, all of the participants responded with wondrous results.  A day before the final counting day, 12,513 books were collected and set to go.  Watch for a final total next week.  Thanks to Lauren for organizing this drive and to all who responded with their gifts.
___________________    

DECEMBER MIRACLE
 
        We began 2008 with a Mission Plan shortfall of over $50,000.  Thanks to some underspending and to many very generous gifts, that shortfall wound up just over $22,000.  Our thanks to all who made this response possible.  It's still not too late for you to make a response to strengthen our Mutual Ministry.  Simply mark an envelope "December Miracle" and include it with your offering.  Join us today in Forum as our Financial Team presents our 2009 Mission Plan.
___________________
Hospitality Ministry

For more than two decades our Family has provided shelter and care for homeless families in transition.   This ministry is made possible by dozens and dozens of volunteers and the committed leadership of Kim and Bob Delatour who have guided this caring since its inception.  If you would like to assist as a cook, an overnight host or by providing support services, please call Kim and Bob at 464-1419.

___________________ 

[image: image1.wmf]
Sunday Church School Offering

For the 2008-2009 SCS year, 100% of SCS offerings will be going to help support an E.L.C.A. World Hunger project in San Diego, Ca.  The project works with senior volunteers and local farmers to ‘glean’ excess food that would otherwise be thrown away from farm fields, grocery stores, and packing shed and to give that food to the poor.  For more information log on: www.elca.org/hunger/basics.   

To Date:  Our children have collected:  $1,087.55
___________________  

ANNUAL MEETING

Our Family’s Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 25, at 12:30 p.m.  It has become a tradition that this annual gathering finishes in very quick time, due mainly to the fact that our Forums in January serve as an extension of that meeting.  Today  our Financial Team presents a detailed look at our 2009 Mission Plan.  Also our Booklet of Annual Reports, the Report of the Nominating Committee and our 2009 Mission Plan will all be distributed.  And on January 25, Council President Phil Harrington, leads us through a review of this last year of ministry.  Plan to be at our Annual Meeting and share in these critical weeks of information and presentation.

___________________ 
COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
   Serving today are:
  8:30 – Hank Manns





11:00 – Phil Harrington
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 

___________________

DID YOU KNOW…

Registration is now underway for our Lenten Evening Bible Study…final sessions are now being held in Pastor Walt’s Daytime Bible Study…an interest sheet is out for the Philadelphia Flower Show…we’re regifting for Broadway House, our AIDS ministry…calendars are now available in the narthex …sign up in the Information Center now to host a Coffee Hour…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings…Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2008-2009 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1150 out of the last 1164 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________  
Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the war in Iraq, especially the over 4,400 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Cpl. Mark Birch, 26, British Royal Marines, England
Pvt. John Curwin, Royal Canadian Army, Canada
Marine Damian Davies, 27, British Royal Marines, England
Staff Sgt. Jonathan Dean, 25, USA, Alabama
Lance Cpl. Steven Fellows, 26. British Royal Army, England
Cpl. Thomas Hamilton, 26, Royal Canadian Army, Canada
Pvt. Justin, Jones, 21, Royal Canadian Army, Canada
Sgt. John Manuel, 38, British Royal Marines, England
Lance Cpl. Thomas Reilly Jr., 19, USMC, Kentucky
___________________ 
AIR MILES NEEDED 

FOR NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
A group of 5 Peer Leaders will be attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in summer 2009.  In order to help defray costs, we are asking for air mile donations.  If you are able to help, please contact our chaperone, Janet Bradley, at 908-464-4810.

___________________ 
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DE-HANGING OF THE GREENS

Thanks to Joyce Farrell and Ed Johnson for getting our Sanctuary ready after the Christmas season to begin our Epiphany celebration.
___________________
ASH WEDNESDAY

“Dust on the Bible”
Our Lenten journey begins Wednesday, February 25, with three liturgies to begin this season of repentance and renewal.  At 6:45 a.m., and again at 12:15 p.m., we will gather for the Spoken Eucharist and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Each of these liturgies is about 30 minutes in length.  At 7:30 p.m., we will mark the beginning of Lent with a full sung Eucharist, again beginning with the Service of Penitence and the optional Imposition of Ashes.  Mark your calendars and use your upcoming Lenten mailing to plan for this time of renewal.
___________________
UPCOMING –
Jan.  
19 – Staff Worship Planning


20 – Christian Ed Team


20 – Carpenter’s Carvers


22 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


25 – Council Choir


25 – Congregational Meeting


26 – Staff Worship Planning


29 – Breakfast with Mark Bible Study


30-31 – Council Retreat

Feb.
  2 – Staff Worship Planning


  5 – Midweek Eucharist


  5 – Staff Meeting


  8 – Katie & Pastor Walt’s Farewell Luncheon &




Godspeed


  8 – Peer Leader Appalachian Meeting

  9 – Staff Worship Planning


  9 – Finance Committee


10 – Council 


14 – Soup Kitchen


16 – Staff Worship Planning


17 – Carpenter’s Carvers


22 – Jazz Eucharist 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.


23 – Staff Worship Planning


24 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner


25 – ASH WEDNESDAY –




Eucharist & Ashes, 6:45 a.m., 





12:15 & 7:30 p.m.


27 – 28 – Confirmation Retreat

Mar   2 – Staff Worship Planning


  2 – Evening Bible Study


  4 – Eucharist 6:45 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


  4 – Confirmation Class


  6-7 – Council Retreat
___________________  
________________________________________________

Every Member Response

It is the Family of Faith and their wonderful commitment sharing God’s gifts that makes our extensive ministry possible.  Our commitment packets for another year of ministry have all been distributed.  Please prayerfully consider your proportional, growth and response in thanksgiving for all God has shared with us.  Make this the year to grow towards a tithe, responding to God’s blessings.  Thanks to Paul Mossberg, our Financial Secretary and our Stewardship Committee for getting this resource ready for us.  As of January 5, we have received 177 commitments for a total of $613,104.  The last two weeks in January we will again share thanks with all those who have shared commitments to undergird our Family ministry.

________________________________________________
REDISCOVERING

THE BOOK OF FAITH

MONDAYS   MARCH 2-30

7:30-9:00 P.M.
Join Pastor Mac for this exciting Lenten Study that seeks to answer three questions:  Where did the Bible come from, how did the Bible come to be, and how did the Bible become our Book of Faith.  AND The Book of Faith Forty Day Lenten Journey which will connect forty personal daily readings with a study of Scripture, and provide a creative way to engage directly with God’s Word during the Lenten season.  To help us plan and order materials, simply register in the Information Center or email pastor.mac@verizon.net. 
___________________
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Flower Show

Almost every other year we take a full bus to the Philadelphia Flower Show, the largest indoor flower show in the world.  If you would be interested in joining us for this year’s trip, please sign our interest sheet in the Information Center.  If we have enough folks, we’ll be heading down to Philly on Thursday, March 5, to see this year’s show, Bella Italia.
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Christian thought through the centuries on God’s creation:
The whole earth is a living icon of the face of God.

John of Damascus, monk and priest (675-749)
      Green Tip 

Insulate your electric hot water heater and pipes. Many manufacturers sell insulating blankets for their hot water heaters, although you can “do it yourself” as well. 
___________________
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SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER

The tradition continues as the Family gathers on February 24 for our Annual Pancake Supper.  Our Task Force is getting set to go, so if you’d like to assist them, please contact our Convener, Dee Tamburro at 908-464-7618.  And, mark your calendars now for this fellowship event.

___________________

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE

The frigid temperatures have brought multiple deaths among the poorest of our sisters and brothers.  You can help save lives with the gift of clothing.  We are collecting:  Scarves and winter coats and men’s new socks.  Please place them in the box outside the Office and we will get them to St. John’s Soup Kitchen as quickly as possible.

___________________
CLOSED
Faith Nursery School and the Office will be closed tomorrow in observance of Dr. King’s Day.

___________________

Lessons of Faith to Go!

In the weeks leading up to my departure as a Pastor at Faith, I wanted to share some of the many ‘lessons’ that I have learned over the past eleven and a half years as pastor of this mission focused, servant-based congregation.  I’ll be taking these lessons with me as I begin my new call as Lead Pastor of St James Lutheran Church in Burnsville, Mn.  The top six lessons I have learned as Pastor are:

Lesson Four:  

Damn Yankees can become kinfolk…

Though plans were in place for our first mission trip to Appalachia before I started my ministry here, I was privileged to be on the first mission team to Sunset Gap, TN.  The eleven hour (plus) bus ride brought us all to another place that was outside our comfort zones.  The work we did that first year (and in subsequent years) was hard and required 110% from all team members.  Since that first year, well over 100 different folks from the Family of Faith have made the trek to the gap.  What makes Faith’s program unique is that our team was not just high school teams, it was a multi-generational effort.  Also unique is the fact that we have gone back to the same holler for each of the past eleven years.  Though the folks we went to serve were cautious about our intentions the first few years, our efforts and our commitment to returning each year went a long way to forming relationships… we went from being ‘damn Yankees’ to kinfolk.  I was given a vision of what the church looks like; empowered by the Spirit, people working together to form lasting relationships.

___________________
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SAVE THE DATE 
 
     Join us on February 8 for a farewell luncheon to give thanks for the devoted ministry that Pastor Walt and Katie have shared with us for almost 12 years.  Your recent mailing has reservation information for this special gathering at the Berkeley Plaza.
________________ 
FaithKIDS 
FaithKIDS meets Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., and space is still available in this worthwhile learning experience for kids K – Grade 5.  We are grateful for the leadership of Kristin Clapcich, our coordinator.  For more information, contact Kristin (908) 753-1163, Dr. Girvin, or the Pastors.

___________________
GODSPEED AND GOD BLESS
 
In a meeting filled with more than a few tears, the Church Council met in special session on Sunday, December 28 to receive the resignation of our beloved Pastor, Pastor Walt.  Pastor described his new call to St. James Lutheran Church in Burnsville, Minnesota, and the difficult struggle and decision he faced in accepting this call.  Following an extended conversation, the Council accepted Pastor’s resignation with deep regret, and then prayed for him and for his future ministry at St. James.  They ask that all the Family remember Pastor, Katie, the boys and all their family during this time of transition.
 
            The Council also moved ahead to work on plans for Pastor’s departure and for our future here in the Family of Faith.  They noted several items that are underway.  These included:
            Pastor Walt will be preaching on each of his remaining Sundays, January 4-February 8.
            Pastor will also be leading our Forum on January 4 and 11 and February 1.
We are revising the Forum schedule for the next 6 months and will have a finalized version to the Family shortly.  
February 8 during Forum will be dedicated to a Farewell Reception for Katie, Pastor and the boys.  This will include the Sunday School, Youth and Adult Forum folks.
            Our Council Retreat on January 30-31 will be devoted to an extended leadership conversation on the 12 years we have spent ministering together.
            The Pastors are doing an intensive audit of the particulars of Pastor Walt’s ministry concentrations to make sure we have bases covered as we move ahead.
            
 The Council then took action and unanimously endorsed the following recommendations:
a-That Pastor Bob Kriesat be invited to preach twice or once a month between now and the end of August.  He would also be the primary back up for pastoral care emergencies when Pastor Mac is unavailable.
b-That we increase Jane McCready’s hours to pick up some of our administrative work, particularly related to Confirmation, Sunday School, Youth and Family, etc.
            c-That we schedule a second Council Retreat (at congregational expense) for March 6-7 to discuss our future Mutual Ministry.
            d-That Bob Hasbrouck be appointed to serve on the Mutual Ministry Committee.
e-That the Finance Committee and Pastor Mac prepare a plan for dealing with the Ministry and Budget issues generated by Pastor’s departure including funding “coverage” items and tapping unused pastoral expenses for ministry.
 
The Council also looked to the possibility of forming a new Call Committee and noted the upcoming conversations that will take place between now and March.  We had an extended conversation about possible staffing and the Synod process during a pastoral vacancy.  The Council shared its concern that they be a resource and support during this time of transition.  And we talked about the importance of this being seen as a time of “new beginnings” for us as a Family.
 
And in closing, the Council decided to host a farewell gathering for Pastor, Katie and the boys in early February.
___________________
________________________________________________

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of Faith Lutheran Church will be held at 12:30 p.m. on January 25, 2009, in Franklin Nelson Hall. 

 The Agenda will include:

· Review of Annual Reports.
· Election of Church Council               
members.
· Election of Nominating Committee members.
· Adoption of the 2009 Mission Plan
Copies of the Booklet of Annual Reports, the proposed 2009 Mission Plan and the Nominating Committee are available today in the Narthex and in the Forum. 

________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS 2008
What a wonderful celebration of the Nativity of our Lord as almost 600 folks shared in our four liturgies.  Special thanks to:

· Our Festival, Celebrate, Faith Bell Ringers, and FaithKIDS for their wonderful music;

· Dr. Girvin and all our holiday instrumentalists and soloists;

· Ed Johnson, our Worship Chairperson, and Joyce Farrell & Pauline Anderson, our Altar Guild Chairpersons, and all the volunteers who enabled us to enjoy our beautiful decorations, and Donna Wlodarski who provided our soup lunch on decorating day;

· Eric Drews who provided our luminaria, a task he has assumed for more than 2 decades;
· Chris Melhuish and all those who made our Living Nativity program possible;

· All who shared so generously and joyfully in our Christmas Sharing Tree, and especially Faith Nursery School who cared for families and Linda Daniels who coordinated our program;

· Doris and all her volunteers who prepared the hundreds of bulletins for our special liturgies;

· All the Family of Faith whose joyful and faithful commitments have strengthened us for another year of mutual ministry in Christ’s name.

___________________
Special Liturgy

While each Sunday is special in our Family worship, we regularly welcome instrumentalists to help enrich our time together.  On February 22, we mark the end of Epiphany with a special JAZZ LITURGY at each of our services.  Mark your calendars and invite your friends.

___________________















