Family Notes
S E C O N D   S U N D A Y   O F   E A S T E R
CHRIST IS RISEN!   HE IS RISEN INDEED!
I
n spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe.  Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks).  Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death.  Because it is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.
Pastor Kriesat’s sermon today is “See What Happens When You Miss Church!”   Thomas missed meeting with the disciples on the night of the Resurrection and thus missed meeting Jesus.  So often we miss the best that God has for us because we are in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Today Pastor Kriesat helps us to look at our lives and attempt to be where God wants us to be.  After all, being part of a worshipping community is more than just a Face Book account!

As the Lenten season ends, we celebrate the joy and hope of Easter with changes in our liturgy.

· Our paraments are white

· Our cross is undraped

· We use our full liturgy, except the Kyrie
· Our new Paschal Candle burns

The Sacrament today will be administered by intinction.  If you are visiting with us and believe as we do that in the Sacrament we receive God’s gift of life and forgiveness, if you are a baptized member of the Christian Church, we hope you will join us at the Lord’s table.  Please note that we now also have gluten free hosts.
Our thanks to Pastor Kriesat for his continued support and involvement with our worship ministry.
Our Lessons:

Acts 5:27-32.  Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ Death and resurrection.  His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance.
Revelation 1:4-8.  The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a Christian prophet named John.  Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.  John 20:19-31.   The unprecedented events of day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples.  A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.”
TYING IT TOGETHER:

Arrest in Jerusalem, exile in Asia Minor---today's texts situate the Easter proclamation within a tense political context (not unlike today).  The author of Revelation writes against a backdrop of Roman imperial injustice.  In John 20, terrified disciples huddle in a locked room.  But God's word of life cannot be bound.  Today's texts proclaim that Jesus who was put to death "on a tree" is now alive, and breathing the new life of the spirit into the whole creation and commissioning us to serve as "priests" (Rev. 1:6) in God's renewed world.

_________________________________________________
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Acting upon the unanimous recommendation of our Call Committee, our Church Council on March 23 unanimously voted to call a Special Congregational Meeting on April 18 at 12:30, for the purpose of issuing a Call to our second Pastor.  We invite your prayers and presence for this very special time in our Family life.
_________________________________________________ 
W E L C O M E

If you are visiting, we welcome you and hope you’ll soon return to Faith, and that you’ll feel free to share in all that is ours in Christ.  Please sign our guest book and a visitor’s card which you’ll find in the pew.  If you are interested in learning more about our community, please speak to Pastor Mac, or leave a note in the offering.  Please stop by the Information Table in the narthex and pick up materials about our Family of Faith. While we encourage children’s attendance and participation in our worship hour, we do provide nursery care for those needing this service.  Our ushers will be happy to direct you to our downstairs Nursery.

___________________

MISSION STATEMENT
The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.
Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

___________________
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Diantha Pearson
Vivian Mossberg

Thomas Lange
Ernie Andersen

Ron Waltemyer
John Glass

Sherry Peterson
Nancy Kordistas

Ben Santore
Glenice Swenson

Ruth Bentley
Jan Siberine

Dennis Callahan
Paul Lutz

Lucas Reiling
Constance Burde

Katie Anderson
Curtis D. Kelly

Harry Knipp
Annie Scherba

John Christiansen
Eric Brodbeck

Audrey Kelly
Jim Connaughton

Walter Leika
Robert Prezuhy

Todd Shell
Kruger Family

Margaret Kroouze
Herbert Evers

Chris Bjornstad
William Ellis

Gloria Fell
Joe Valentine

Hildy Vallevand
Laura McQuaid

Joe Alfaro
Glen Martin

Lorraine Jespersen
Celeste Scott

Pastor Mac
Julie Floch

Evelyn Berry
Toni Tschampion

Bill Weiss
Warren Vaché

Kate Woodworth
Alice Griffiths

Alice Nord
Marilyn Eddy

Dolly Glassman
Edith Kleineke

Andrew Stofa
Larry Kenny

Heidi Santore
Tim Jaeckle

Rick Ziegler
James Bergan

Joe Auchter
Mary Beth Olson

Walter Antrim
Bob Bell

Pat Moorehead
James Moorehead

Dolores Croneberger
Ev Ramos

Chuck Thomas
Dave Hammen

Eula Swartz
Bernadette McGrath
To add to or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.  Unless we hear otherwise, names are removed after three months.  
___________________ 
AA

The gift of healing is shared through our AA ministry each Monday through Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m.  We give thanks to God for this healing ministry.   Our Youth AA group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

__________________
VISITORS CONTINUE

Last week we again saw new visitors at worship! This means we’ve now had at least one new visitor at worship for 1210 out of the last 1228 Sundays.  Make this week the time to invite a relative or friend to join us for our worship gathering.  Share the Family!  Share the Faith!

___________________ 

REJOICE

Our next New Members’ Exploration Group, “Rejoice,” will be meeting shortly.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Lutheran Church in general or Faith in particular, please speak with Pastor Mac today or call the Church Office.

___________________ 

COUNCIL AT THE DOOR

If you have questions or suggestions for the Church Council, stop and see the Council Representatives at the door.
  Serving today are:
  8:30 – Larry Holt




11:00 – Glen Martin
Cross lapel pins identify our council members.  We give thanks to God for these servants who undergird and direct our ministry. 
___________________  
PLAN AHEAD

To help us better prepare for worship each week and to provide guidance for daily Bible reading, we publish the following Sunday’s lessons each week.  Take a few minutes each day to read over these Bible passages in anticipation of our sharing of the Word together.  Next Sunday’s lessons are:

Third Sunday of Easter
  
                            Acts 9:1-7

                        Revelation 1:4-8

John 20:19-31
Our year-long lesson sheet is available in the narthex along with an outline of Luke, this year’s Gospel.
____________________ 
IRAQ

We continue to pray for all the people affected by the war in Iraq.  Our website offers prayers for these folks and affords the opportunity to list service personnel serving there or in Afghanistan.  To include a name, please see Pastor Mac.  Today we pray for SPC Joe Ellis, a member of our Family, who is now in Afghanistan with the 10th Mountain Division.  We also remember 1st Lt. Ryan Orbison, a friend of the Novaks, and MSGT Gary Felton, a friend of the Raffertys.
For those of you wanting to send a note, Joe’s address is:
Spc. Ellis, Joseph


HHC, 1 BSTB


Camp Mike Spann


APO AE 09368
___________________  
DORIS AWAY
Doris will be on vacation this week.  If you call the Office and Pastor Mac is out making calls, please leave a message and he will call you when he returns.  In an emergency, please call him at home (464-1978).

___________________
PARSONAGE VOLUNTEERS
We are gathering the names of folks to help with our parsonage rehab in the coming weeks…cleaners, painters, etc.  If you would like to assist, please sign the sheet in the Information Center.
___________________
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ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum resumes its educational ministry next Sunday at 9:40 a.m.  Join us in Franklin Nelson Hall for conversation and then a chance to grow in your faith.  

   Today’s Program:  GLORY TO GOD ALONE: THE LIFE  OF J.S. BACH

   Upcoming:

April 18 – TIME TO MEET OUR NEW PASTOR – Join us for this informal time of conversation.

___________________ 
Lenten Self Denial

You are invited to return your Lenten self denial offering envelope which came in your Lenten mailing.  These gifts will provide extra support for our Sunday School Hunger project caring for Tanzanian AIDS orphans.

___________________ 
Registration Is Underway

Faith Nursery School continues registration for the 2010-2011 School Year.   Three different morning classes are offered: a class for 2 ½ year olds that meets on Mondays and Wednesdays; a class for three year olds that meets on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and a Pre-K class that meets Monday thorough Friday.  If you are interested in more information or are ready to register your child, please call Susan Nord, Director, at (908)542-1252.

___________________ 
HELP! – THIS WEEK!
How can you help the church pay the electric bill?  EASY . . . . .Next Saturday, April 17, 2010 Faith’s GREEN TEAM will be volunteering at the Fanwood Scotch Plains Recycling Center.  In return the recycling center writes out a check to Faith’s GREEN TEAM and the amount depends on how much and what type of reusable materials are collected that day.  The check received by the GREEN TEAM will be use towards the church’s electric bill.  The hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. but you don’t have to stay the 4 hours.  Come for half hour or an hour and bring a friend because we NEED the help.  Donuts and coffee will be served.  Sign up in the information center or contact Ky Luu at 908.322.2540

or email: kyvanluu@verizon.net  or John Everson jm.everson@yahoo.com for questions and direction.
___________________ 
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CAREGIVERS ALERT


 
You’re invited to join Lyn Nelson, Director of the Faith Counseling Center for more than 20 years and Pastor Mac, for a special program on Tuesday, April 20 at 7:30.  Be with us for Comfort and Care for Caregivers, as we explore the challenges of caring for older parents and relatives.  A time to explore support among others with common experiences and time to see how our Family of Faith can be supportive.  Ps…cake and coffee too!     To help us plan, please register in the Information Center or call the Church Office.
___________________
WORLD HUNGER
March 14 was the first of our world hunger Sundays in 2010.  Your gifts will provide the support that enables us to serve thousands of meals at the Soup

Kitchen in the coming months.  They provide food for the dozens of families that will be staying with us in the Hospitality program.  And they will feed the hungry here and around the world through the ELCA World Hunger program.  Please prayerfully consider your gift and then respond generously and sacrificially to care for our sisters and brothers.  If you forgot your Hunger envelope that came with your mailing this week, simply mark a pew envelope “Hunger.”
Gifts now total $3,910.    
__________________
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
The Sunday School stewardship project this year is Tanzanian Orphans of AIDS.  This program is concerned with children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  This effort aims at increasing technical and administrative capacities, pooling of resources and providing more holistic services to, orphans, widows and people living with HIV/AIDS, providing food, housing, education and medical care.  
To date:  $1,581.39 has been collected.
___________________
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BROADWAY HOUSE 
         more than a house…a home

The residents at Broadway House, our AIDS ministry, are in need of new or gently used clothing for both men and women, but more urgently men’s clothing.  Donations of men’s casual clothes for any season and in all sizes are needed—jeans, shorts, sweat pants, t-shirts—whatever you no longer need or are able to donate.   Donations of only summer clothes for women are needed at this time—again, any and all sizes.  Quite often, residents arrive at Broadway House with very few if any personal items, including clothing.  During their stay at Broadway House, residents’ weight often fluctuates given the type of medication they are taking and until their medication can be properly controlled.  It’s not unusual for a resident who is underweight one month to be a couple of sizes larger in a month or two, so the need for various clothing sizes is great.


In addition, we are looking for donations of VCR’s and DVD players.   Residents have the option of watching movies in their rooms and this is especially true of residents who are less mobile.  If you have any extra movies, please drop them off as well.


Please put your donations in the box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall and we’ll bring them over at our next visit…which is Tuesday, April 20th, then again on Tuesday, May 4th.  We’ll meet at church at 9:15 a.m. and return by 12:30.  Join us for a visit!  Any questions, please contact Jane McCready at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.
___________________  
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CROSSWALK

It is an annual tradition on Good Friday to offer a special opportunity for children to experience the importance of the day in a manner geared for them.  Children ages 3 and up were invited to attend with their parents.  Thanks to our coordinators, Susan Nord, Kristin Clapcich, Linda Fuller and Lisa Rook.

___________________
DID YOU KNOW…

Today is the Second Sunday of Easter…next Sunday we have a Special Congregational Meeting to call our Second Pastor...our First Communicants were on a “mini” Retreat 3 weeks ago…Caregivers and Seniors will both meet with Lyn Nelson and Pastor Mac on April 20…2010-2011 calendars are now available at cost in the narthex…AA meets Monday through Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings …Faith Nursery School is now registering for the 2010-2011 school year…we’ve had at least 1 new visitor 1210 out of the last 1228 weeks…a special welcome to all who are visiting with our Family today…check next week’s lessons…we continue to have a host of new visitors – welcome…why not bring a friend to Worship next Sunday…see you in church next week!

_________________________________________________ 

Family Prayers

We continue to pray for ALL those whose lives have been forever affected by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, especially the over 6000 service personnel who have been killed.  Today we pray by name for the families of allied service personnel who have died in both wars.  Please pray for the families of the following, all of whom died recently:
Sgt. Maj. Florin Badiceanu, 31, Romanian Army, Romania
Staff Sgt. Michael Cardenaz, 29, USA, California
Sgt. Paul Fox, 34, USA, England
Sgt. Marcos Gorra, 22, USA, North Bergen, New Jersey
Lance Cpl. Matthias Hanson, 20, USMC, Kentucky
Rifleman Martin Kinggett, 19, British Royal Army, England
Lance Cpl. Adam Peak, 25, USMC, Kentucky
Staff Sgt. William Ricketts, 27, USA, Mississippi
Pfc. JR Salvacion, 27, USA, Hawaii
Sr. Aircraftman Luke Southgate, 20, British Royal Air Force, England
Lance Cpl. Eric Ward, 19, USMC, Washington
___________________ 
Music Notes
Many thanks to all members and guests of the Music Ministry for our joyous Easter celebrations… our groups are taking a rest this morning from their usual leadership role in our services… please thank them when you see them in the pews! …  Today’s organ music is all based upon traditional Lutheran chorales, in Bach’s timeless settings… The prelude suggests the excitement of the women at the tomb on Easter morning… Our next special liturgies come on May 2nd, when we worship with music in the Celtic tradition.   Interested in joining us for the remainder of the program year?  Sanctuary Choir meets Wednesdays from 7 till 9 in the Music Room.  FaithKIDS resumes this Wednesday, from 4 to 5 PM; open to children from K to Grade 5.
__________________  
DAYTIME BIBLE STUDY – This Week
The Way We Worship

Wednesdays, April 7 – 28, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Lutheran worship is sometimes much like the Roman Catholic Church and at other times like the Methodist or Presbyterian Church.   Our Bible Study will explore the roots of our worship and liturgy, both Biblical and otherwise.  Come and share this insightful study of the why and wherefores of our Lutheran worship traditions.  Register in the Information Center or by calling the Church Office.
___________________
UPCOMING –
Apr. 12-16 – FNS Closed


12 – Finance Committee


13 – Christian Ed Team


13 – Council


14 – Daytime Bible Study


17 – SPF Recycling


18 – Lamberti Baptism


18 – Flyntz Baptism


18 – Special Congregational Meeting

20 – Broadway House


21 – Daytime Bible Study


21 – FNS Lunch Party


22 – FNS Lunch Party


24 – Pedals for Progress


25 – Stewardship Committee


27 – Carpenter’s Carvers


28 – Daytime Bible Study

May   2 – Celtic Liturgy – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

           3 – FNS Lunch Party


  4 – Broadway House


  4 – Staff Worship Planning


  6 -8 – NJ Synod Assembly


  8 – Soup Kitchen


  8 – Georgia Rauscher Committal


10 – Finance Committee


11 – Staff Worship Planning


11 – FNS Lunch Party


11 – Council


14 – Staff Retreat


15 – ARC Clean Up


17 – Appalachian Orientation Dinner
___________________
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God’s Great Get Together

Where Kids Experience the Joy of God’s Community

Join us at Baobab Blast VBS

Ages: 3 years to 2nd grade

Dates: June 28 to July 1, 2010

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Cost:  $20 per child
Registration is now underway   

For more information, call Lynne Melhuish at 908-464-6788.
Come for a week of stories, songs, crafts, and fun!  
___________________ 
FRONT







AND







CENTER

Seldom seen, our Altar Guild weekly prepares our Worship space for the Family to gather.  Last Sunday as they shared in our Easter procession, we gave thanks for their ministry that enriches our worship life.  Special thanks to Joyce Farrell & Pauline Anderson who serve as our Chairpersons.

___________________
MINISTRY CENTER 

On Monday March 15th, we had our formal hearing with the New Providence Board of Adjustment for our Ministry Center, at which time the Board voted unanimously to approve our plans.  Special thanks to KW Janne for shepherding us through this whole process.  Our new heating system has been installed and construction began on our new kitchen this week, and the rest of our project is going to bid with construction soon to come.  Our thanks to all whose gifts have made this all possible.  For those of you who have not yet made a commitment to our future, watch for exciting opportunities in the days ahead.  And for a “photo peek” at what is going on, go to www.flc-mc.blogstop.com   

___________________
CAN YOU HELP?
One of the families that recently stayed with us just moved into an apartment.  They said that all they have are beds.  If you have any of the following items to give them, please call Kim and Bob Delatour at 908-464-1419.

   They need:  Dressers, table & chairs, a couch and  pans.
Thanks so much for your help.

___________________ 
BROADWAY HOUSE...GREENHOUSE

We are helping to rebuild and repair the greenhouse for our friends at Broadway House.  We are looking for donations of potting soil, plant cuttings, bulbs, and small planters.  If you are able to donate any of these things, please leave them in the Broadway House box outside of Franklin Nelson Hall.  Contact Jane McCready with any questions at 908-233-8935 or jane@mccready.com.
___________________ 
THE CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE
 
Late in November, 6 of our folks met with Pastor Mac for conversations related to the ELCA Sexuality Statement.  Out of those talks came an interest in gathering again in the new year and inviting other members of the parish to join in this conversation.  If you might be interested in being with us when next we meet, please sign the sheet in the Information Center or call Pastor Mac.

___________________ 
Now is the Time!

One of the great strengths that the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church possesses is the power from God to do relevant and effective ministries in our community, in surrounding communities, and in the world.  

On Saturday, April 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., everyone is welcome to help Faith’s Green Team by volunteering at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Center.  For our efforts sorting recycling materials at the center, Faith receives a check which is used to help pay the church’s electric bill.  Please sign up in the information center or contact Ky Luu at 908-322-2540 or e-mail: kyvanluu@verizon.net  or John Everson jm.everson@yahoo.com for questions and directions.

Another ongoing ministry of Faith is the Pedals for Progress bike collection.  This year’s drive is being held on Saturday, April 24th from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  If you would like to help process bikes for shipment, please sign up in the information center, or if you need more information on this ministry, please contact Bob Berk at 908-322-1693.  Please start saving your bikes today so that we can help less fortunate people overseas receive cheap, non-polluting transportation so that they may be able to get to jobs, markets and schools.

There are always needs -- often great needs -- in our community and beyond.  Our challenge is to think about those needs and do what we can to address them.  Now is the time!

Now is the time to think about what you can contribute in gratitude for what God has done for us.
Now is the time to reflect upon the effect our ministries have on individuals, near and far.

Now is the time to know that the ministry of helping others and doing God’s work never ends. 

Now is the time to take a moment and reflect upon the gifts that God has given us.  Now is the time to take a moment to think about how we can serve God in the future.  Now is the time to take a moment to “look” at our Time & Talent sheet and move forward with participation in those ministries that are important to our community of Faith.  If not you, then whom?  If not now, then when?

God Bless!

The Stewardship Committee

___________________ 
[image: image2.png]edals for progress
utting used bikes to good use




Every year, affluent Americans buy 22 million new bicycles and discard millions of old ones, abandoning many more unused in basements, sheds, and garages. Most of these end up in our already overburdened landfills.  Meanwhile, poor people overseas need cheap, non-polluting transportation to get to jobs, markets, customers, and schools 

The Pedals for Progress Annual Bike Collection is an ongoing ministry of the Family of Faith.  This year’s collection is Saturday, April 24th from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM.  If you would like to help process bikes for shipment please sign up in the information center.  If you would like to give leadership to this program, or need more information please call Bob Berk at 908-322-1693 and start saving your bikes now.
___________________
SUNDAY’S COMING

Each week we send an email to the Family sharing news about our impending Sunday worship.  If you have email and are not presently receiving this aid, please contact the Church Office.  If you are receiving duplicate notices, please let us know.  If you do not have email access, print copies of the mailing are available in the Office late each Friday.

___________________
Health Kits for Haiti

The Family of Faith is collecting Health Kits to ship to Haiti through Lutheran World Relief. 

People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time to pack essential items. Health kits can help refugees maintain personal hygiene while living in exile. Items may also contribute to a new start for those who can return home. LWR’s recent shipment to Haiti depleted their stock of health kits, and there is an urgent need for more.  
Include the following items in each health kit: 

· One hand towel, dark color recommended 

· One washcloth, dark color recommended 

· One bath-size bar (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in its original wrapping 

· One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging 

· One sturdy comb, remove packaging 

· One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached, remove packaging (do not substitute cardboard emery boards for the file) 

· Six Band-Aids® (or similar brand), preferably 1/2" to 3/4"; secure together with a rubber band 

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition. Wrap smaller items in the washcloth; wrap washcloth and remaining items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn. Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. Any questions please call Karen and Bob Berk 908 322 1693.

Each kit costs $2.65 to ship so if you would like to share in this ministry and aren’t making kits, you can share a check for shipping.  Simply make it payable to Faith and mark it “Health Kits.” 

___________________ 
BECAUSE IT’S EASTER SEASON:

…we know it is a time when our Family is blessed with many visitors in worship.  We are glad you are able to worship on this “Feast of Feasts,” and if you are without a Church home, we would invite you to learn more about our very special Family of Faith.

Organized in Summit in 1897, Faith relocated to New Providence in 1957, erecting our sanctuary in 1962 and our educational unit in 1967.  With almost 800 members, Faith has an active program of nurture for its members and care for its community and the world around us.  It is blessed with Mission Partnerships in Newark and Moshi, Tanzania.  The Family annually shares benevolence gifts in excess of $370,000 in order to share God’s love with others.  

Worship is THE central act that our entire community shares.  It is what strengthens us and enables us to live out our day to day baptismal calling.  It is the act which undergirds and directs the ministries of our Family of Faith.

THE FAMILY OF FAITH is a phrase most often used to describe Faith Lutheran Church.  With members coming from a wide radius and a rich diversity of backgrounds and life experiences, Faith seeks to live together as a FAMILY.  We believe that the Gospel calls us to put people ahead of structures and content ahead of form.  With this as background, the FAMILY continually seeks to find ways to help people grow in their faith and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a servant ministry.

___________________
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First Communion
     The following young people received their First Communion on Holy Thursday, and are receiving their first Easter Communion today:  Sophie Bischoff, Garrett Callen, Matthew Crowley, Connor Fell, Katherine Keiser, Christian Pedersen, Jack Peterson, Kaitlyn Richel, Eleanor Scott, Bryan Sherman, Kevin Sherman and Amanda Skidmore.
__________________
Celtic Liturgy

Our next “special” liturgy is on May 2 as we gather for our Easter Celtic liturgies.  Plan on inviting your neighbors and friends to this special worship time.

___________________
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SENIORS ALERT
 
Join Lyn Nelson, Director of the Faith Counseling Center for more than 20 years and Pastor Mac, on Tuesday, April 20 at 1:30 for a special program, Coffee, Cake and Caring, a special time to talk about the challenges of getting older and the resources and opportunities that are also present at this time in life.  Time to explore ways we can support each other and how our Family of Faith can be supportive.  To help us plan, please register in the Information Center or call the Church Office.
___________________
GREEN TEAM TASK FORCE
Caring for Creation Now!
Green Food for Thought
Modern Christian Thought on God’s creation:  “To wantonly destroy a living species is to silence forever a divine voice.” (from Dream of the Earth,  by Thomas Berry, Catholic priest and Earth scholar, 1914 - 2009)

      Green Tip 
Protect Oceans: There are a few simple things you can do to protect the world’s oceans:  (1) use reusable shopping bags – plastic bags endanger marine animals when they enter the oceans, (2) eat sustainable seafood – to allow species in decline to recover from overfishing; see www.montereybayaquarium.org for a seafood guide, and (3) garden without use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides – these substances are washed into watersheds and eventually into the sea, where they can harm marine life. 
___________________















