Adult Education  Opportunities

2007-2008
ADULT FORUM-WEEKLY AT 9:40

September 9
RALLY DAY: “A MINISTRY CELEBRATION”  A “Ministry Fair” that shares the richness of our Family’s ministries.  Sights, sounds and tastes of the Family at work.

 September 16
“TOASTING AND ROASTING” A special time to give thanks for Pastor Walt’s 10 years of ministry with the Family.

September 23
“MINISTRY CENTER!!!!”  A congregational update on the development of the Continuing Care Retirement  Center across the street and possible implications for our Ministry Center.

September 30  “THE HEALING GIFT OF FOOD AND ADVOCACY FOR A HURTING WORLD”  A wonderful interactive program that shares the Family’s Hunger Ministries.  Opportunities for ministry with CROP, Soup Kitchen, Hospitality, our Food Drive and Advocacy are all shared with a special visit from Barbara Maran of our Soup Kitchen.
October 7 & 21  “FILLING OUR STOMACHS WITH WATER” A look at the system of Apartheid in South Africa and how Christians have worked for and against justice.

October 14
“AFRICAN MISSION SUNDAY” The sights, sounds and ties to our Mission Partner, Masama Mboreny Lutheran Parish on the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro.

October 28
“CELEBRATING THE GIFT OF HEALING” A special time to share thanks with Lyn Nelson for her more than 2 decades sharing the gift of healing as the director of the Faith Counseling Center. 

November 4 
“TENNESSEE TALES X” Our Appalachian Ministry in review and looking ahead to 2008.

November 11  “THE ELCA ASSEMBLY”  Bob Miller shares perspectives on the 2007 gathering of the Church.

November 18–December 9  “THE GIFT OF WORSHIP”  A four week study that includes:


November 18-The Gift of Music with Dr. Girvin


November 25 & December 2-The Gift of Liturgy with Pastor Mac


December 9-The Gift of Angelic Disciples and the book of Matthew with Pastor Walt

December 16  “IMMIGRATION, DETENTION AND CHRISTIAN WITNESS”  Charles and Geri Mulligan share a powerful challenge to one of the major issues surrounding us.

January 6       “CELEBRATING A PAST AND FUTURE PARTNERSHIP” Pastor Jerry Nugent from Lutheran Social Ministries highlights our special relationship. 

January 13  “AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR PARISH PARTNER”  A special time as we share news from  our Mission Partner. 


January 20 “A MISSION PLAN FOR GOD’S WORD AND GOD’S FUTURE” Resources for a new 
year and new opportunities.         
   

January 27        “A YEAR MARKED BY THE CROSS AND BY FAITH” Where we’ve been in this God given year.

February 3       “FAITH FOR THE FUTURE”  Where we’re headed in this new time God has given.

February 10-March 16  “OUR HOPE FOR YEARS TO COME”  God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this, our six week Lenten Bible Study.

March 30  “BROADWAY HOUSE”  Debbie Freisinger from our AIDS ministry in Newark joins us to share special opportunities to share Christ’s love.

April 6
“STEWARDS OF GOD’S GOOD EARTH”  Our “Green Team” shares ways to be better stewards of God’s creation.

April 13  “CIVIL UNIONS AND MARRIAGE IN NEW JERSEY”  Pastor Bob Kriesat and Ed Mather share more about this evolving area in our community.

April 20  “AMISH-MORE THAN BUGGIES”  A look at the common roots we share with the Amish and the significant differences that have created their unique society.

April 27   “LUTHERAN AMNESIA”  In week one of our annual Holocaust observance, we explore the ways the Lutheran Church has ignored its sordid history.

May 4  “CIVIL WAR IN UGANDA”  Week two of our Holocaust observance seeks Lauren and Karen Berk leading us in an exploration of this horror in our modern world.

May 11  “A TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS”  Share this special time as we  rejoice at the gifts of our confirmands and give thanks for the ministry of our peer leaders. 

May 18
“HEAVEN AND HELL FROM THE FAR SIDE”  The cartoons of Gary Larsen give a chance to explore and critique popular understandings of God and the devil.

 May 25  “SAME BOOK, SAME GOD”   A look at Scripture as a book with 2 testaments which witness to God’s role in our world and in our lives.  For those who think the Old Testament has nothing to say to New Testament people, this Forum invites you to think again.

June 1
“TIME TO LOOK AHEAD”
A special preview of a very exciting summer.

June 8     “TIME TO GIVE THANKS” Time for thanks for a rich educational ministry that looks back in thanksgiving and forward in anticipation.

 PARENTING BIBLE STUDY

BAPTISMAL ORIENTATION


Fall 2007 and Spring 2008
Time to explore the gifts and support ministry of baptism.

FIRST COMMUNION ORIENTATION



September 30, 2007

A special gathering of those preparing for First Communion and their parents.

TALKING TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT GOD


April, 2008

Time to look at models for productive faith conversations with your little ones.

TACKLING TEENS



April , 2008
Time to gather perspectives and resources for what is often the most trying time of parenting.

 NEW TO THE “FAMILY” OPPORTUNITY

“REJOICE” NEW MEMBERS’ EXPLORATON GROUP
Fall 2007 and Spring 2008

A “no obligation” evening for folks who want to learn more about the Lutheran Church in general or our Family of Faith in particular.

 “FINDING OUR PLACE IN FAITH”   



Spring, 2008

A program designed especially for those new to the Family and those interested in learning more about our mission as God’s people.  We’ll hear Christ’s story and then share our stories and look at places to plug into the Family ministries.  Child care will be provided upon request.   

DAYTIME AND EVENING STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

“GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH THE BIBLE”   Thursdays, September 13-October 25






10:00-11:30 AM

Join Pastor Walt for a reflective time of Bible reading, music and prayer.  This seven week session will allow us time to become better acquainted with God’s word, each other and our spiritual selves.  Together we will look at how God interacts with God’s people in the Bible and in our lives.

“FREE IN CHRIST TO SERVE THE NEIGHBOR:  LUTHERANS TALK ABOUT HUMAN SEXUALITY”   


Mondays, October 1-29      7:30-9:00 P.M.

Join Pastor Mac for our Fall Evening Study which uses this text from the ELCA and the book of Galatians in addressing critical issues before the Church and the world.  Participants will have the opportunity to share input with the wider Church as it prepares the Sexuality statement for the 2009 Assembly of the Church. 

“THE LUTHERAN COURSE II-OR WHY LUTHER CONTINUES WINKING”

  
The first Thursday of the month  October 4 - April 3  7:45-9:00 PM

Join Pastor Walt for this sequel to last year’s study exploring what it means to be a Lutheran Christian.  A great follow up for last year’s students and a super introduction for new folks.  Informative, humorous and helpful in living out your faith.

  “AMOS AND HOSEA:  BOUNDARIES, TOUGH LOVE , AMAZING GRACE”
   Mondays,  February 11-March 10   7:30-9:00 PM

Join the prophets in being boundary crossers; to cross the boundary between religion and politics, the boundary between “us and them.”  Amos’ and Hosea’s message is surely relevant for a society such as ours, divided on issues of theology, politics, economics, government and morality.  We need to hear about God’s tough love and amazing grace. 

 OTHER GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES
 “AGING:  DIFFERENT PERSEPECTIVES, DIFFERENT NEEDS”
   Spring, 2008
Two different programs that will explore the unique challenges and gifts of aging.  A day time program will gather folks who are getting older to explore the challenges and needs they face.  A special evening program will gather folks to discuss ways to best be supportive of older parents, relatives and friends. 

 “JUSTICE IN JANUARY”
Winter 2008

A special time away for our “20 somethings” as we travel to America’s poorest city, Camden, New Jersey, to share in servant ministry and reflect on God’s Word as an agent of change in a hurting world.

  “JEWISH/CHRISTIAN DIALOGUES”
May, 2008

Our ongoing conversation with Rabbi Friedman and the members of the Summit Jewish Community Center.

 “SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT”           February 29-March 1, 2007

Quiet time to reflect on God’s good grace and the cost of our salvation.  Time to take stock of our lives. 

 “APPALACHIAN MINSTRY XI”


July 6-12, 2008

A rich opportunity for servant ministry on this intergenerational ministry team that again heads to the hills of Tennessee.  Housing construction and rehab, a day camp and nutrition program are our daily work as we live and worship in community.

         “SHOWTUNES”



Fall 2007, Spring 2008

Join us as we journey to Broadway to explore our faith in the context of shows like Doubt, Fiddler and Godspell.  Trips are preceded by one session classes for preparation.

         “THE EUROPEAN CHURCH”

Summer, 2008

Our exploration of faith that began in the Holy Land a decade ago and has continued across Asia and Europe, now moves to new explorations.

 “BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT”

Throughout the year the Pastors gather folks who have lost their spouses for mutual support and conversation.

UPCOMING

 “LENTEN MISSION WORK DAY”       February, 2009

What a special time as we join on a regular basis with our Mission Partner, to share in  a work day together,  enabling us to share in “hands on ministry” as well as enjoying the fellowship of the day.
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