Adult Education

Opportunities

2006-2007
ADULT FORUM-WEEKLY AT 9:40
September
 10
RALLY DAY: “A MINISTRY CELEBRATION” A “Ministry Fair” that shares the   richness of our Family’s ministries.  Sights, sounds and tastes of the Family at work.
September 17 “COFFEE TASTING AND FAIR SHARING”  When can buying coffee be an act of faith?  Come sample some Equal Exchange Coffee as we take a look at agriculture, economics and world justice.
September 24 “THE HEALING GIFT OF FOOD AND ADVOCACY FOR A HURTING WORLD” A wonderful interactive program that shares the Family’s Hunger Ministries.  Opportunities for ministry with CROP, Soup Kitchen, Hospitality, our Food Drives and Advocacy are all shared, with a special program featuring Barbara Maran, Director of St. John’s Soup Kitchen, Newark, a ministry in which we have shared for over 20 years.
October 1 “CHECK YOUR BRAINS AT THE DOOR” Unbelievably, almost a century after the Scopes “monkey trial,” creationism, evolution and intelligent design are major debate items creating division in the religious and “scientific” communities.
October 8
“THE ‘GOSPEL’ UNTRUTH”  A look at Judas, Thomas and a variety of other early ‘Gospels,’ as we take a quick overview of how Scripture came to be.  
October 15 “POISED FOR MINISTRY.”  A congregational update as we prepare for the construction of our new Ministry Center. 
October 22 
“THE MUSLIM MARCH” An historical exploration of the spread of Islam across geography, across time.
October   29 “MARY, MARTIN…NOT PETER PAN” An overview of the Lutheran Church and Mary, from the time of Father Martin till now.  

November 
5 “TENNESSEE TALES IX” A joyous presentation from our 2006 Appalachian Ministry Team and a look ahead to 2007.

November 12 “STRAW MAKES A GOOD BEDDING…”  The book of James wasn’t Luther’s favorite book, but it does provide good instruction on dealing with issues of wealth and poverty, generosity and stinginess.
November 19 “…AND ETHICS MAKES GOOD BUSINESS”  A look at some stellar examples of corporate responsibility in acting justly for God’s children, God’s world.
November 26 “LIKE A BULL IN A CHINA SHOP”  An introduction to the  book of Luke, which will be the primary Gospel read in the new lectionary year. 
December 3 “THE MUSIC OF RENEWING WORSHIP”  The gifts and joys of the new ELCA worship resource.
December 10 “HOW THE GRINCH HELPS WITH CHRISTMAS”  The Christmas classic by Dr. Seuss provides a whimsical look at the theological themes of hope and redemption
December 17  “VISIONS OF SUGAR PLUMS…”  The theology and history of how our Christmas observance came to be.     
January 7 “AN AMAZING PARTNERSHIP” A special time as Pastor Etwaroo joins us from Christ-Our Savior Lutheran Church, Jersey City.

January 14 “THE CHURCH CATHOLIC”  One of the great blessings of the Spirit is the partnership and dialogue we have with other Christian communities.  The Rev. Dr. Robert Kriesat, the Ecumencial Officer of the N.J. Synod and a decades long leader in ecumenical ministry shares updates and perspectives. 

January 21
“A MISSION PLAN FOR GOD’S WORD AND WORLD THAT BUILDS ON GOD’S PROMISES” Resources for a new year and new opportunities.         
   

January 28
“BUILT ON GOD’S ROCK”  Where we’ve been in this God given year.

February  4 
“BUILT FOR THE FUTURE”  Where we’re headed in this new time God has given.

February 11  “PERCEPTIONS AND PERSPECTIVES”  A look at how our first impressions can affect our relationships and interactions.
February 18  “MORMONS ON THE MOVE”  An overview of the beginnings and growth of the Mormon movement.
February 25-April 1  “FOUNDATIONAL WORDS FOR A BROKEN WORLD”  God’s Word reminds us of the gift and call of Christ in this our six week Lenten Bible Study.

April 15  “UNDERSTANDING THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH” An ELCA Mosaic film that  shares an overview of our largest partner in Christendom. 

April 22  “PEDALS FOR PROGRESS”  This Jersey based world wide ministry is changing the world one bicycle at a time. Come and hear how this unique ministry began and how it has grown at Faith.
April 29      “BROTHER ROGER:  WITNESS OF TAIZE”  A look at the faithful witness of Brother Roger and the creation of the Taize community in the face of the Nazi onslaught.    

May 6  “THE CRUMBLING CHURCH” An exploration of the actual deterioration of the church in Germany under the Nazis.

May 13
“FILLING OUR STOMACHS WITH WATER”  A look at the system of Apartheid in South Africa and how Christians worked for and against justice. 
May 20    “GOD HAS A DREAM”  A look at the social justice preaching of Desmond Tutu, which provided hope during Apartheid and continues to invite Christians to action.
May 27
“A TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS” Share this special time as we  rejoice at the gifts of our confirmands and give thanks for the ministry of our peer leaders.
June 3
“RENEWING WORSHIP”  Time to look again at the gift of new liturgies for the Church.
June 10
“A TIME TO GIVE THANKS”  Time for thanks for a rich educational ministry that looks back in thanksgiving and forward in anticipation.
PARENTING/ BIBLE STUDIES
BAPTISMAL ORIENTATION

Offered at various times throughout the year.

Time to explore the gifts and support ministry of baptism.

FIRST COMMUNION ORIENTATION

September 24, 2006

A special gathering of those preparing for First Communion this year and their parents.

COMPUTERS, KIDS AND SAFETY

November 28,  2006


A special program sponsored by Faith in cooperation with the Union County Prosecutor’s Office that explores material every parent should know about computers and their children.

TALKING TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT GOD

Spring, 2007



Time to look at models for productive faith conversations with your little ones.
TACKLING TEENS      




Spring, 2007

Time to gather perspectives and resources for what is often the most trying time of parenting.
NEW TO THE “FAMILY” OPPORTUNITY

“REJOICE” NEW MEMBERS’ EXPLORATION GROUP     November 20, 2006 and March 20, 2007

A “no obligation” evening for folks who want to learn more about the Lutheran Church in general or our Family of Faith in particular.

“FINDING OUR PLACE IN FAITH”   

Spring, 2007
A program designed especially for those new to the Family and those interested in learning more about our mission as God’s people.  We will be doing a spiritual gifts inventory and exploring ways of putting those gifts into practice.   

tc ""
EVENING STUDY OPPORTUNITIEStc "EVENING STUDY OPPORTUNITIES"
“TURTLE CREEK, TO CAMDEN, TO WESTON”   Mondays, September 18-October 16 7:30-9 PM
Conversations of faith for God’s time, God’s world, as we explore homosexuality and the church; war, peace and dissent; and Christian community..    
“THE LUTHERAN  COURSE or why Luther is winking”  The first Thursday of the month 
 October 5- April 12 
7:30-9:15 PM

Great for new Lutherans, old Lutherans and anyone in between!  Humor, discussion and Bible study help us grow in our faith as we look at what it means to be a Lutheran Christian.  
“FAITH, TRUST AND PIXIE DUST; THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO DISNEY”

Mondays, January 8-February 5  7:30-9:15 p.m.

Anyone who has loved Disney movies or enjoyed the parks, will find this study to be informative and thought provoking as we look at an American icon from a faith perspective.

“THE GOOD BOOK”   Mondays, February 26-March 26 7:30-9:00 p.m.
What better Lenten discipline than exploring God’s Word through the writings of Dr. Peter Gomes, Pastor, theologian, prophet.  After a crash course in Biblical literacy and interpretation, we move on to discuss what the Bible tells us about race, women, homosexuality, temptations, anti-Semitism, wealth, suffering and a host of other topics.
OTHER GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES
“THE BAPTIZING OF AMERICA:  The Religious Right’s Plans for the Rest of Us”

Tuesday, October 24 8 p.m.  At  Temple B’nai Jeshurun, 1025 South Orange Ave. Short Hills
Faith joins 10 other Jewish and Christian communities to sponsor this very special evening with Rabbi A. James Rudin.


“SHOWTUNES”

Join us as we journey to Broadway to explore our faith in the context of shows like Fiddler on the Roof, Doubt, The Diary of Anne Frank, Hairspray and Godspell.  Each trip is preceded by a special one session class to discuss our faith in the context of the shows we are seeing.

“AGING:  DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, DIFFERENT NEEDS”   Spring, 2007
Two different programs that will explore the unique challenges and gifts of aging.  A day time program will gather folks who are getting older to explore the challenges and needs they face.  A special evening program will gather folks to discuss ways to best be supportive of older parents, relatives and friends.

“STATE ANTI-POVERTY CONFERENCE”
December 5, 2007
A face to face confrontation with poverty in our midst, joining our Bishop and Lutherans from around the Synod.

“JUSTICE IN JANUARY”
Winter, 2007
A special time away for our “20 somethings” as we travel to America’s poorest city, Camden New Jersey for a week long exploration of poverty and justice, racism and reconciliation.
“LENTEN MISSION WORK DAY”
February 24,  2007
What a special time as we join on a regular basis with our Mission Partner,  Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church in Jersey City to share in mission together.  This regular “workday” enables us to share in “hands on ministry” as well as enjoying the fellowship of these wonderful mission partners.

 “JEWISH/CHRISTIAN DIALOGUES”
May, 2007
Our ongoing conversation with Rabbi Friedman and the members of the Summit Jewish Community Center.



  

“BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT”

Throughout the year, the Pastors gather folks who have lost their spouses, for mutual support and conversation.
“APPALACHIAN MINSTRY X”

July 8-14, 2007
A rich opportunity for servant ministry on this intergenerational ministry team that heads to the hills of Tennessee for the 10th year.  Housing construction and rehab, a day camp and nutrition program are our daily work as we live and worship in community.

“THE EUROPEAN CHURCH”   Summer,  2007
Our exploration of the faith that began in the Holy Land a decade ago and has continued in Turkey, Greece, Italy, Switzerland,  Austria, Germany, England, Wales and Scotland now moves on to new explorations.

 “MEDIA MOMENTS”  TBA

Following the lead of our very successful “DaVinci Code,” “Passion of the Christ,” and “Night” programs, special opportunities will be offered for presentations related to books and films, with messages that touch the life of faith. 





 UPCOMING

“SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT”    Lent, 2008
A quiet time to pause and reflect on God’s good grace and the cost of our salvation.  Time to take stock of our lives and where we are headed.

