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Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
It is a familiar enough scenario in my house…
I find myself busy in the midst of generating sawdust in my garage workshop,

When one of my boys will enter and announce “dinner time, daddy”…

To which I usually reply, “I’ll be right up… just give me two minutes.”

I guess they have heard this a few times, 

because they have incorporated this same phrase into their vocabulary.

When it is time for bed or for cleaning up… Katie and I often hear…

“just give me two minutes”…  

It has become a code word for “I’m not quite ready to drop everything just yet… 

give me a moment or two and I’ll come…when I’m good and ready…on my terms.”

Jesus said to a man on the side of the road -  “follow me”
But the man said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

“just give me two minutes… I’ll come and follow… when I’m good & ready…

He wanted to be a disciple of Jesus, wanted to follow, but wanted to do so on his own terms.
In response to God’s invitation to discipleship, he wanted to set the parameters of his following.
How often have we found ourselves along life’s road with a similar response?

Jesus…. just give me two minutes… Lord, first let me go and do….

In response to God’s invitation to discipleship, how often have we repeated this phrase?
Oh, we might not have used the exact same words… but the meaning has been the same…

Maybe our response sounds a little more like…

“Things are just so busy at work these days, I really don’t have time to pray or study.”

“I find myself crazy…running the kids to ‘this and that’, I barely have time for myself.”
“I’m taking care of an aging parent – that is where all my energy goes these days.”

“I try to make it to worship as much as I can but weekends are the only time I can get away.”

In these and other ways, we respond to Jesus’ invitation to “follow me”…

“just give me two minutes”… Lord, I’m coming but on my own terms.
If we are honest with each other – our discipleship is less than it could be…

The amount of personal effort we put into worship, study, prayer, service, and giving…

This effort is less than stellar, and it has a negative effect on our lives and the lives of others.
On that road that leads to a cross in Jerusaelm…Jesus responds to less than full discipleship…
“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

For those of us who want to write our own agendas and determine our own fate… 

For those who choose those things that are most personally satisfying and filled with pleasure.

For those who have ever put personal needs and family needs first to the exclusion of others…
We find ourselves labeled this morning, “unfit” for the very kingdom of God.

“Unfit” because we have been unresponsive to Jesus’ simple invitation to “follow”.

On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for Jesus;  But they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.  When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them.

James and John were enraged over the people of Samaria.

How could they be so unresponsive to the message of God’s love that Jesus was proclaiming?

How could they be so narrow-minded, so heart-less, so self consumed?

Setting the tone of all hellfire and damnation preachers to follow,

They ask Jesus, “ why don’t we just fry them?”…  “we have the power to send them to hell”
But Jesus turned and rebuked them; 

This is not how our mission goes… this is not how the love of God works!

Whether we are talking about the residents of an inhospitable Samaritan village, 

or someone who seems to have no time for God…

All those who are ‘unfit’ for the kingdom of God – YOU and ME…
By the Grace of God, we are loved, forgiven, and invited.

Unfit but nonetheless loved.

Loved by the God who was willing to walk down a road filled with rejection that led to a cross…

Forgiven by God who wept as the sky was darkened and earth trembled as Jesus died for all.

Invited by the God who could not be held captive in a tomb of death… invited to live a new life…

Love, Forgiveness, Invitation; 

These are the very words that describe how God works!

These are the very words that describe how our mission as disciples of Jesus goes!
Though we are truly made ‘unfit’ by our own actions and inactions, 

God has a plan for each of us that put us in the very midst of God’s kingdom.

Instead of judging others and calling damnation upon them – we are called to love and embrace.

Instead of excluding others because of their lifestyle – 

 Our lifestyle is meant to be one that reaches out with caring hearts and open hands. 

For this is what Christ did for each of us.

Softly and tenderly, Jesus is calling for you and for me…

“Unfit” disciples, though we may be, 
we are just the folks Jesus has in mind to do extraordinary things.

Together – as this Family of Faith - let us love, forgive, and invite in Jesus’ name.
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