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First Sunday in Lent
Some things are just easier said than done…

For instance… putting together a toy or anything for that matter, 

which has printed on the box, “some assembly required” – Easier said than done.

How about throwing a birthday party for three year olds?
How about going to the gym or starting a new diet?  …Easier said than done.

Or giving up something you happen to like for Lent, 

or making time each day to floss… to pray… easier said than done.

How about speaking to another the simple phrases…

I love you or  I care for you… they also can be easier said than done.

Why are some things easier said than done?

Maybe it has to do with a simple fact: the moment we try to back up our words with actions,

we move from the theoretical to the concrete.

We have to actually assemble the product that is in a million pieces, or go to the gym, 

or stop eating all the nasty things we shouldn’t… and that can be hard work.
Hard work for it involves doing something and shifting our priorities.
In the category of ‘Hardest of all’ – backing up words such as “love”, “care” take great effort.
Somehow without concrete action – love and care – are meaningless, even harmful words.
To act on them requires putting others first, considering their needs ahead of our own.

It takes making a commitment and sometimes even sacrifice in order to follow through;

Easier said than done!

In this morning’s gospel, Jesus is confronted with having to put words into action.

It has been a forty day battle with the devil… and Jesus is famished.

The tough choice Jesus has to make is whether he is going to use his divine powers for himself.

For bread, for earthy riches and recognition, for supernatural displays that will wow the crowds.

Jesus emerges form the battle with Satan having remained faithful to his identity as Son of God. 

Through the actions and ministry of Jesus we find out what that identity entails.

Jesus claims a self-sacrificing identity that puts others first.

Jesus claims a servant identity that is full of love and care for all people; esp. those in need.

It is this Jesus which continues to come to us.
To us, who have a hard time putting words into action;
Jesus comes with the kind of forgiveness that restores and enables us to continue on with life.

To us, who are grieving loss or feeling despair;

Jesus comes with the kind of hope that renews and pulls us through our darkness.

It is our identity as the baptized children of God that links us forever to Jesus’ own identity,
Linking us to the words and actions of Christ!

Jesus backs up his words with concrete action on the cross – in an ultimate show of love.
God will stop at nothing to bring us back, to bring us close to him.

That is our source of hope… we are never alone even on the coldest and darkest of our days.

Life doesn’t end on a cross or in a tomb… 
In the very places of despair and hopelessness, God is able to bring new life and new hope.

How and when – those are details best left up to God – details we discover along the way;
But details that will most likely involve the lives of others….

When Jesus claims the identity of a servant who lives and dies and lives for the sake of others…

He claims a direction for all those who will ever bear his name.

Jesus claims a mission for the church, for you and me.

A mission that is grounded in the gifts of God and not a celebration of our own achievements…

Guided by Word and Sacrament, 
our mission plays out in words and actions that reach out to others.
Words that reach out to those who are hungry with meals on a soup kitchen line;

Words that reach out to those who are poor with winter jackets for their children;
Words that reach out to those with alcohol addiction by providing a free place for daily meetings;

Words that reach out to those injured by intolerance by forming new interfaith partnerships;

Words that reach out to those who are mourning with cards, calls, hugs and being present;

Words that reach out in old and new ways are more than what we do as church, 
it is who we are!
Easier said than done… you bet!

But that is why the Spirit of God continues to move among us;

Gathering us together, equipping us and empowering us. 

Living among us, God invites us to add to our faithful words, faithful actions.
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