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Sometimes you just need to be invited… 
That was the case for me years ago when it was time to search for college.  

I didn’t go with my parents on a multi-state exploration trip, like many are doing this summer.

Instead, one day my best friend Rich invited me to take a ride; he was checking out Rutgers, Nwk.

Rich drove and I was ‘just along for the ride’.

Newark, after all was a scary place to me in those days,

And it was the last place in world that I could imagine going to college.

Still I went with a friend… a friend’s invitation led me down a road filled with new experiences.

As it turned out, Rich didn’t go to Rutgers… But I did!
Had he not invited me that day to go with him. I might have missed out on a formative experience. 

Rutgers was my first real experience with diversity and introduced me to issues of poverty/justice.

At Rutgers, God blessed me with wonderful teachers that helped me discern God’s call to ministry.

One invitation by a friend led to other personal encounters that in turn changed my life.

Even a simple invitation to check out a school can be blessed by God to bring the kingdom closer.

It was an enormous task… to bring God’s kingdom closer to the whole world.
On the road to Jerusalem, Jesus found himself running out of time.
You know how it can be, so many things to do, so little time!

Personally interacting with folks, one on one, inviting them to follow God’s plan, was too big.

Too big for one person – even if he was the Son of God – so Jesus got some help.  

The Lord “appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 

and place where he himself intended to go.”
In those ancient hills of Israel, Jesus intended to go a great many places, to a great many folks.

To people who gathered in houses of worship and those who stayed out in the streets...

To people who were hurting and suffering from illness and being possessed by demons…

To widows and outcasts; those who were easily discarded as ‘worthless’ by the “high and mighty”.
To all these places and more that he intended to go, Jesus sent out all those who were following. 
Jesus sent them out in pairs- to cover the distance.
If we broaden our vision a bit and look across the centuries,

We find that there continue to be places that remain on Jesus’ must see list.

Today Jesus intends to go:
To those who are homeless and without options…

To children who are left to care for themselves or are trapped in the addictions of their parents…

To women who are abused by the very ones who promised to love them forever…

To the greedy and self-righteous who lack compassion and wonder why life is unsatisfying.

To those who are judged and condemned by family and community alike because they are different.

To the ones who look for meaning in their lives and haven’t been able to find it yet.

To the infirm and grieving who have lost their health, loved ones, and their dreams.

To the old who just sit at home alone and in despair…

INDEED the “harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few”.

With all the places, Jesus still intends to go…

With all the personal connections yet to be made – you’d need seventy times seventy to go out!
And that is why, brothers and sisters in Christ, God has the church.

God has the church in order to reach out to all those places to which Jesus’ heart still goes out.
God has the church in order to announce that “the kingdom of God has come near”…
God has the church – you and me – so that every heart, every last one, might know of God’s love.

The harvest is indeed plentiful (which is a poetic way of saying, “There is lot’s of work out there!”)

So what are your plans for this week?  Are you busy?  

God needs you to be about the work of the kingdom – to care and love, to bring words of peace,

to persevere when the going gets tough (and it will!)…

to be willing to face rejection (and we will) and refrain from judging (and we’ll wanna)…

God needs you to provide one-on-one glimpses of the kingdom that is so close at hand.
In baptism, God has joined us together in this work so that we will never be alone.
This morning we are going to be sharing prayers of Godspeed with our Sunset Gap, mission team.

For ten years running, Faith has sponsored a group that has traveled into the hills of Cosby, Tn.

Cosby, Tn., nestled in the Smoky Mts. of Appalachia, is in one of the poorest regions of the nation

As such – it is very much one of those places Jesus intends the church to go.

And go we have for a decade to this wonderful land, filled with wonderful hard working people.

We’ve built ramps and rooms onto trailers and have provided Day Camps for hundreds of kids.

To date, over three hundred different parish folks have made the trek to the Gap.

Even if you never had a chance to go to the Gap, your weekly offerings have enabled this ministry.

Lives and perspectives – both there and here - have changed because of the mission.

Wow, it works!  That was the response of those seventy disciples when they came back…

And it will be the response of the group that is leaving this morning!

God willing, it will be the response of your own mission work this week, wherever that might be.

God blesses the hard work of missionaries – whether it happens in Appalachia or New Providence.

Through our hands and our efforts, God will bless the lives of others.

In turn… our own lives will be blessed by God in the process.

Wow, it works!  Life can be changed and transformed because we go not alone.
To all those places Jesus intended to go to, our faith proclaims that Jesus does, in fact, go!

The spirit of the Risen Christ goes with us and gives all the strength the baptized will ever need.
By the grace of God – your mission work awaits you… so GO…

Be sure to come back next week and report back, 

even though I know what you are going to say… “wow, it works!” 
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