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Maundy Thursday, 2008
For me, one of the greatest tools for ministry of the past ten years has been email…
Though we might take the technology for granted, communication has never been quicker.

A lot of the planning and work of ministry gets done online these days.  

Pastor and I are able to stay in close contact with colleagues in ministry around block, around world…

Why just this past week, 
I was in contact with a pastor in rural Ontario planning the funeral of Kate’s grandma.

Through a series of emails all the details were worked out. Amazing!

We did run into one glitch, though.  

In the course of sending emails to family members, I was given a wrong address; missed a letter!
I sent the information – but no reply.  It was lost in cyberspace.

Fortunately, the wrong address was discovered in time.

Once I used the proper address, we were able to work things out.

As we approach the gospel reading for this Maundy Thursday, 

it seems like Jesus is trying to give his disciples the proper address to be the church.
Even though Jesus didn’t have internet access, he is concerned that his followers stay connected.

As the gospel writer John tells the story of the night on which Jesus is betrayed,

There is a real sense that Jesus understands what is about to happen to him in the coming 48hrs.

Jesus knows about Judas’ betrayal and the cross that is looming on the horizon.

Jesus also knows about the need to provide direction to his disciples to carry on his ministry.

Jesus seems to know that it will be a temptation for those who follow to take care of themselves.
Getting up from the table, Jesus wraps a towel around his waist.

Table and towel are forever linked together by our Lord Jesus as the address of the church.

Table – In John’s gospel this is linked to the Eucharist – Worship…

Towel – foot washing – service to others… 

If you want to know about how to connect to the ministry of Jesus - type in worship and service.
Seems simple, doesn’t it?  
Worship and Service- that’s where Jesus invites the church to be found…
Yet, all too often the temptation is to turn the church into something else…

A comfort club for the comfortable – is a popular address for the church these days.

Let’s gather a group of folks who look alike, think alike, vote alike, and like doing same things;

Sing a few familiar hymns that everyone knows… jazz it up with a rock band…
Take care of those who gather as a top priority…

Add religious language and heartfelt prayers… and “wa-la” you will attract thousands.

And you will have no better chance of connecting with Jesus’ ministry
than my mis-addressed email did in reaching its intended recipient...
Worship and Service – that’s the address Jesus gives to his disciples for the church…
It’s an address which invites the community that gathers in Jesus’ name to reach outside itself.

In Worship we raise our praise and thanksgiving to God who is beyond our understanding
In Service we live out the life of faith that God has invited us to live for the sake of others.

On our church letterhead, 

this Family of Faith claims to be a worshipping and serving community of Jesus Christ.

The challenge is ever before us to keep worship and service more than just a slogan…

The challenge is to keep it at the heart of our understanding of what it means to be the church.

It is not easy for we live in a world that all too often wants to take care of itself and its own kind.

That sad commentary is true not only of New Providence but extends beyond this town.

People are fearful of those who are different, those who are of other ‘complexions’.

And so we try to draw the boundaries as tight as we can to keep ourselves safe and secure.
Worship and Service that reaches out to all people can be a daunting address for the church.

It is a challenge for this Family of Faith to keep the definition of “Family” as open as possible…

To include not only married families but also those who are single and divorced.

To include folks who come from different backgrounds, towns, and perspectives.

To include people of different genders, orientations, ethnicity, and economic status…

Only when our definition of Family is large enough to embrace those who are not here today,

Does that definition of Family approach what seems to be what Jesus had in mind for church. 

Thankfully, Worship and Service is not only the address Jesus gives for the church.

Through his own actions, Worship and Service is the address Jesus gives for God.

Instead of being alone – in worship and service we meet our God.

God promises to be found at the Table – where Word and Sacrament combine and feed.

How special tonight to be welcoming nine of our youth to God’s table…

A special joy for me as this was the first group that I had the honor of baptizing over ten years ago…

As we gather at this table – God promises to be with us to feed us.

At God’s table we find food that will strengthen and forgive.

God promises to be found as we reach out to serve the poor, the lonely, and the abandoned.

As we gather in acts of love and care  - we encounter the Christ who humbled himself.
Once again, God enters human struggle and is present among those who are struggling most.

Once again, in service to this world Jesus loved from a cross we find meaning and purpose.

Worship and Service – is the address where the faithful community gathers.
Worship and Service – is the address where we find ourselves connected to our Risen Lord.
� 1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 9 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  31b Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, "Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
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