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If you would have said a year ago that someday I would be a proud dog owner, 

I would have said that you were absolutely crazy; I never owned a dog and didn’t think I’d ever.
And yet, thanks be to God – each of us – are able to change; 

We are each able to do things we never thought possible...

And through those changes we are able to encounter God’s world in new and unexpected ways.

These days, I look forward to early morning walks with our 8th month old pooch, Daisy.

It is a “good” morning when I’m able to head out with Daisy and walk the neighborhood.

Daisy is part beagle so her nose is always to the ground, sniffing things out as we walk.

When we get back to the parsonage, Daisy likes to sit on the edge of the woods… 
The curiosity of her ‘sniffing’ stops… and she becomes 100% ‘guard dog’
Sitting at the edge of the woods with rapt attention she looks deep into the wilderness of N.P.…  
Should she see a deer or a squirrel, she’s ready to bark and chase them away.
Thereby protecting her ‘family’ from these ‘horrible’ creatures of the forest…

Whereas I’m not sure Daisy would do if she ever caught a deer or a squirrel…

I am amazed at her determination to stop, wait, and look for things to happen.

She’s ready to bark at the very moment something appears, because she is paying attention…

And she knows with unfailing certainty that the deer and squirrels are out there, ready to come.

To be so certain, in these uncertain times in which we live is a gift.
Yesterday morning at the confirmation workshop on worship, I asked the kids; 

When we gather tomorrow for worship, what do you think will be on people’s minds?

Stock Market – uncertainty about jobs – Mumbai terrorist attack – personal illness – they replied
Parents, you might not think they are listening; but they know of the uneasiness that faces us all.
After all, we are ALL living in uncertain times where change and transition surround us.

If only we could bark and chase it all away…

And yet recent events serve as yet another reminder that we are not in control.

Where is certainty to be found in such uncertain times?  

Where can we find things that are lasting when so much seems up for grabs? 

Where can we place our trust when the gods of wealth, health, & conventional wisdom have let us down?

In this morning’s gospel, John the Baptist is in the wilderness preaching and baptizing.
We are told that people from the countryside and from the city came out to him…

They went out into the wilderness, a place where historically trial and struggle occurred.

When you are in a wilderness – things are uncertain – food/shelter/water are not givens.

Life is strained in the wilderness… animals are untamed and wild; things can be ‘out of control’

And yet, in that very ‘unholy’ place, John looked for THE HOLY that was ‘out there’
As Mark’s gospel tells the story of John the Baptist, at least two observations can be made:

1st observation :John the Baptist is faithful and trusts in the coming of Christ.

John the Baptist trusted that there was no such thing as ‘God-forsaken territory’…

John trusted that the God who came to his people in the wilderness after they were led out of Egypt

-That same God would once again be present to lead the people out of their present bondage.

John the Baptist trusted, even though the times suggested he should do otherwise… 

Trusted that God was ‘gonna’ come and bring life to the very places that were dead.
2nd observation: there is no indication in the text that John ever recognizes Jesus.  

The reader and Jesus are the only ones who hear that Jesus is the Beloved Son of God.

In other gospels, John’s wait is rewarded by an awareness that the Christ has come near.
In Mark’s gospel, John goes about his faithful living and encounters Jesus without realizing it.
Mark’s gospel provides a teaching moment for us in our uncertain times.

Sometimes those who trust in God’s coming are not privy to the fact that God has already arrived.

Sometimes the faithful encounter Christ without realizing it…

During uncertain times, 

John the Baptist provides a model of faithfulness and trust that doesn’t require gratification.

John is faithful… believes… trusts… in God to show up.... 

God is able to use his faith, belief, and trust to bring about the kingdom in ways John never knows.

So where does that bring us at the start of this Advent season…

Where does it bring us who are concerned about real world issues, things beyond our control?

Where does it bring us as a church that is always facing deficits, transitions and change?

We are invited to be bold in our faith and to trust that God has/will continue to come near. 
At the very edge of the places that keep us afraid, uneasy, and on our guard, we are invited to wait 

Wait with rapt attention for God to come and transform our world, Christ’s church, and our lives.

While we are waiting and trusting, we are called to faithful living.

To look beyond ourselves and care for those who struggle…

To show compassion to those whose lives are different and reach out to them…

To pray without stopping to the one who continues to be in control of the heavens and earth…

To give generously even though we may no longer have a surplus…

To treat everyone we meet as though they were the Christ for which we wait… 
Advent living, Faithful living, discipleship living, is finally about trusting our very lives to God:
Trusting in God who gave us and all creation the breath of life…

Trusting in God who loves us without stopping and cares about repairing our brokenness…

Trusting in God who promised us in waters of baptism never to leave us alone…

May we ever be open to change that allows us to encounter God’s world in unexpected ways…
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