ADVENT 1-2007



“TICK, TICK, TICK, TICK”


With Advent comes brief, concise messages.  And with it today, a bit of nostalgia for 5% of you and perhaps a history lesson for the rest.

It was 55 years ago.  All the kids in the neighborhood were lined up outside Patsy Auerbach’s house at 5:15, waiting for her mother to open the door.  They were the only family in our neighborhood, they were the only people I knew, that had a television.  She’d let us all in and we’d sit there watching the test pattern, until at 5:30 this buckskin clad fellow came on and asked, “Hey kids, what time is it?”  And we would all reply, “Its Howdy Doody time.”  For those too young to remember those days, Howdy was the original children’s programming on TV.  We did know what time it was.  We knew to go stand outside Patsy’s door; and we waited.  And when Buffalo Bob asked his question, every kid knew the answer.  Truth was, if you didn’t know the time, you’d miss that party.


When we were in Africa, the one thing the people there asked for was a Church bell.  It’s so poor on the mountain; there’s scant electricity; hardly any clocks; and almost no one has a watch.  So they use the church bell that we sent them to tell time.  And to announce worship and other gatherings of the community.  Because if you don’t know the time; you miss the celebration.


The nice thing about Advent is, its message is simple, its basic and its to the point.  In our second lesson, Paul tells those early Christians, “You know what time it is.” This is God’s time; and we are called to live as God’s people.  


Today’s lessons come as a simple invitation to slow down and to use this precious gift as God intends.
