The Rock That Rolled Away
Pastor Walt Lichtenberger








April 8, 2007
Luke 24: 1-12










Easter Sunday
We start with a rock…. Actually a journey across the rocks…

It has been a few years since I’ve been hiking in the New Paltz area.
The Mohonk Preserve is a wonderful place to do what they call, “Rock Scrambling”.

You “scramble” from rock to rock, climbing up the mountain.

I remember the first rock scrambling trip to New Paltz;
It was with a group from Church about eight years ago.
If my memory serves me right, I can remember being unprepared for the trip…

Don’t get me wrong, we were prepared with good hiking/climbing shoes, 

Lots of water, trail mix, even a first aid kit… we also were in reasonable shape for the outing

Yet, from the top of the rocks, as we were catching our breath from the climb,

We found ourselves totally unprepared for the beautiful view that was before our eyes.

We were treated to a magnificent vista of wooded valley…stretching far into the distance….

On top of a rock, we were caught unprepared by the glory of God’s creation.
The women were unprepared for their trip early on that first day of the week.

Don’t get me wrong, they came with all proper spices and ointments for burial.
In sadness and grief, with care and compassion, they planned their journey to the tomb.

Yet they were totally unprepared for what they found...
Unprepared for the rock that had been rolled away and an empty tomb…
Unprepared for the words that were spoken, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”

As the rock stood rolled away, 
the women were caught unprepared by the very glory of God’s redemption…
Caught unprepared by the power of God to transform helplessness into hopefulness,

Caught unprepared by the power of God to raise the dead to life, changing life forever!

My guess is that most of us came today to this sanctuary, unprepared.

Don’t get me wrong, I am sure that we came with all that we needed for worship…
The altar guild was certainly ready thanks to the efforts of Joyce, Pauline, and crew;

The children seemed set this morning, filled with joy and jelly beans…
Still, my guess is that most of us – both young and old – are totally unprepared for Easter…
Even though we have been called an Easter people, through our baptisms into Christ Jesus,

Most of the time, we are unprepared for what God might do in our lives, through our lives..

Most of the time, we are unprepared for God to roll the rock away…

Unprepared on account of our own sinful natures…

You see it is our sin that prevents us from seeing beyond our own little self-centered tombs…

We get bogged down, scrambling over the rocky terrain of our lives, our fractured hopes & dreams.

All too often, our sin sees only limitation, helplessness, and only what is humanly possible.

Unprepared – partly because we can’t possibly be prepared for the resurrection.

The glory of God’s redemption – found in the empty tomb is truly beyond our imagination.

In all its concrete finality, we can understand death – Lord, knows we’ve been there before.

But life after death is beyond what we can rationally grasp.

How can you possibly come to life after you have died?  
Yet Easter boldly proclaims, “For God all things are possible!” 

For the One who created life from breathless clay, 
it is more than possible to redeem life from the grave!
Ever wonder why the stone blocking Jesus’ tomb was rolled away?

Was it to let Jesus out of the tomb?  

No, as we read on in scripture, the risen Christ was able to appear to disciples in locked rooms.
No rock was going to keep a risen Christ confined in a tomb!
So why was the rock rolled away?

It was to let the women in… to let them into the place where a body once had been.
To let them into the wondrous gift of Easter…

Even though they could not begin to be prepared for what God had done for them…

Even though they could not begin to appreciate how their lives would forever be changed…

God rolled the rock away and invited them in.

Easter came to them and comes to us as pure gift – unearned and undeserved.

In the midst of our sin, our limitations, our grief, our lack of imagination,

God continues to roll the rock away and invites us in…

So that we might enter into those places that seem on the outside to be dead and full of ruin…
So that we might enter and find evidence of God’s presence in our lives – right now, today…
God rolls the rock away so that we might enter and be transformed.

That is the message of Easter… that is the very hope of this wondrous day…
That our lives might not be defined by our limitations, by our sinfulness, by our selfishness…

Rather, Easter invites our lives to be defined by God’s graciousness, forgiveness, & generosity.

It’s about time I went back to the hills of New Paltz,

To scramble once again among the rocks that lead up the mountainside.

I’ll be sure to wear my good boots, carry lot’s of water, trail mix, and bring my emergency kit.

Still I hope I’m unprepared for what lies at the top…
I can’t wait to be caught unprepared for the glory and beauty that only God can create. 

Even so, it will be but a sneak peek of what lies ahead when God rolls the stone away.
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