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I would like to share with you a true story that is told by Claudio Carvalhaes
,

a Presbyterian pastor who teaches at Louisville, Seminary.

It is a prophet’s story for those who look with love in their hearts for the future of the Church.

 “One [Sunday]morning, almost thirty immigrants, adults and children, more women than men, crossed the border of Mexico and were left at the door of a big Reformed church on the other side of the border.  They go inside the church and sit in the pews waiting.  The assistant pastor sees them coming and thinks that it is a robbery.  He immediately decides to call the police but when he sees children he stops and calls the senior pastor who tells him to watch over them and make sure they don’t touch anything.  The assistant pastor hangs up the phone and tries to speak with them.  The women carry their kids on their arms and one of them bursts into tears.  Everybody starts to talk and the assistant pastor is completely lost…”

As Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples to STAY PUT… 

Wait in Jerusalem for the Spirit to come and give further directions.

Listening to Jesus, the disciples continued to gather in familiar places for prayer and worship
.
To be with familiar faces, to say a familiar prayer was important, refreshing, and comforting.

STAYING PUT was fine with them!

Then all of a sudden, everything changed! 

While they were gathered together in one place, STAYING PUT,
There was a sound like the rush of a violent wind and tongues of fire appeared on their heads.

And they were able to speak in ways they never imagined, foreign ways, outside ways.

As the spirit breathed upon them, a crack was formed in the walls that separated them from others.      

In that moment the Future of the Church was born,

In that moment the Church’s order to STAY PUT was forever changed to MOVE OUT

The Spirit arrived and invited disciples to MOVE OUT of their old categories, 

…MOVE OUT and open not only their hearts and minds but also their doors!
The Spirit arrived and it gave the breath of life,

to a Church, that was used to the stale air of staying put behind locked doors.
With power, ability, and vision the Church MOVED OUT beyond Jerusalem,

Beyond old categories of Jew and Gentile, free and slave, male and female…

It MOVED OUT, crossing all sorts of boundaries, to the ends of the earth.

Back to the prophet’s love story…
“The senior pastor arrives.  People start to arrive [for worship].  Nobody knows what to do.  The immigrants are scared to death and the congregants pass around them without saying anything.  The immigrants stay at the back of the church as the members go to the front.  They try to connect but only one church member says that he speaks a little Spanish and cannot understand the words that the immigrants speak.  The immigrants try to speak English but they cannot.  The service is about to start and there are lots of strange people standing and sitting at the back of the church.”
With so many strange voices … it must have been disorienting and who likes to be disoriented?
And yet, our world is a chorus of many strange and threatening voices that intrude on us.
Voices that make us want to STAY PUT without venturing too far away from our comfort zones.

When we hear the strange voices of medical reports that speak of disease and illness,

We want to STAY PUT in healthy places and enjoy life.

When we hear the ominous voices of economic reports that speak of job uncertainty and stress,

We want to STAY PUT in secure financial places that allow us to hold onto what we have.

When we hear the distant voices of violence in yet another unknown foreign land,

We want to STAY PUT behind the illusion of high, thick walls of national security.

STAY PUT – that’s what our natural inclination is when strange voices shout, cry, and confuse.

STAY PUT - run for cover and take care of ourselves.  

“The [church leaders] decide to send [the immigrants] to the basement while a social service organization is called to come and pick them up.  The crying of the woman does not stop and at this point it is really annoying.  By now the service is really late.  The van from the social-service agency arrives and picks them up.  Members go back to their usual pews.  The pastor finally sits in his front chair and the organ starts with the prelude.  The [worship leader] says: “Welcome to the house of God where everybody is welcome.”  And the church replies reading the printed bulletin, “Thanks be to God who has shown his love to us.”

At the very moment the Spirit came a-knocking, the door of the church was closed.
As the invitation to MOVE OUT was given, the decision to STAY PUT was made.

And a precious opportunity for the Future of the Church, a sacred invitation, was missed.

In the chattering of the many voices that bombard us, it is all too easy to want to STAY PUT.

All too easy, for the church to focus on its own illness, its own grief, and its own struggles.

STAY PUT, reading the same printed words, doing the same thing in the same old way. 

The danger that faces every church, including our beloved Family of Faith, 
is to listen to the STAY PUT voices when God calls us to MOVE OUT.

When the Church decides to allow STAY-PUT voices to guide its mission,

No longer is it following the voice of Jesus, no longer is it seeking the breath of the Spirit.

And that is why it is important for us as we gather at the font… to confess each week…

We have closed our ears to the voices of those in need that cry out to us to help.

We have closed our doors to those who come from other places longing for the comforts we enjoy. 
We have not responded with generous living and have squandered opportunities to give.

In the face of God’s invitation to MOVE OUT we have decided to STAY PUT.

We have forgotten the gift of our baptism… 

We have forgotten the promise of God to be with us, to strengthen us, to give us hope.
And we have missed the wonderful opportunity to participate in the abundant life of God’s Spirit.

On this day of Pentecost, the Future of God’s Church is before us.

Ever gracious, God’s Spirit continues to come to the Church, again and again to renew and invite.
The same Spirit that is found in the familiar places of Word and Sacrament, 

…Is also found among voices that sound so strange and foreign to us.

The Spirit comes with all the love and forgiveness of God, invites us to MOVE OUT.
To look around our Church and ask the unasked question – who’s not here today?

Who is missing from this gathering around God’s Word and God’s Meal?

How might we extend our welcome to those who are not yet here?
Even if we are only able to make small, baby steps, 

God’s Spirit invites us to MOVE OUT beyond our comfort zones.
It’s time to MOVE OUT, to help bring the Future of the Church, closer…

All EARTH IS HOPEFUL… Thankfully, God isn’t holding his breath!
� Claudio Carvalhaes Globalization and the Borders of Liturgical Practices; Redrawing the Lines of Eucharistic Hospitality  (doctoral dissertation; Union Theological Seminary, NYC: April 2007),193f. 


� See Lk. 24:50
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