TRINITY 2002



“FAITH ON THE ROAD AGAIN”

It was just a few weeks ago that we had the 13th session in our ongoing Jewish/Christian dialogue-an absolutely delightful evening with Rabbi and our friends there at the Summit Jewish Community Center.  During the fellowship time that followed, one of the folks from the Center caught me and asked if I could explain the Trinity to him.   Now my first thought was, where is Pastor Walt when I need him.  (Over at the cookie table!)  Explain the Trinity…good question for today, Trinity Sunday.  How do we explain God to the world?  A world where horrible tragedies like China and Burma fill our news.  How to describe the indescribable?  Sometimes we make it so complicated, we miss the obvious.

There is a story from the Talmud, Jewish teaching, of the seeker who came to Rabbi Shammai and asked if the learned Rabbi could recite the whole of the law and prophets while standing on one leg.  The Rabbi was enraged and drove the young man off with a broom.  The seeker then went to Rabbi Hillel with the same request.  Hillel, standing on one foot said, “Love the Lord God with all your heart and your neighbor as yourself.  The rest is commentary.”   Well, that’s getting down to basics.

That’s what our lessons are about today.  They are about the very essence of faith and how we know God.

That long first lesson tells us that midst chaos and disorder God comes and brings order and light.  And it was good.  That lesson describes the Creator’s intention for us-giving us life.  Enabling us to see things as they should be.  And yet everyone of us sitting here knows, that chaos and darkness are never far away.  Especially in our terror filled world.  In a world of earthquakes and tsunamis, that destroy the order that God has given.

And we see it everyday of our lives.  Our sinful nature creeps in and undermines all that is good and right.  Our second lesson today is Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth.  Those stinkers, they’ve been given the Gospel, and they’ve wasted their time and energy fighting with each other.  Paul says, C’mon, get your act together.  There’s a world that needs to hear the message of resurrection hope.  The promise of Easter.  The gift of life.  That’s what these baptisms are about today.  They are reminders of God’s care and God’s promise for Matthew, for Michael, for Andrew and for us.  And that’s why Jesus sent those first disciples out-it’s why he sends us out.  To get beyond all the commentary, to get back to the basics with the message of a God who loved us; who died for us; and who constantly supports and empowers us.  It is a message that puts us on the road again.
