THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 2007

“PEOPLE OF HOPE”


As we shared at the beginning in our announcements, this has been a horrible, horrible week.  And while we could not be more thankful that Megan and Doug are OK, we are also aware of all those families that have been plunged into a horrible grief.  There are so many stories that have been told and that will be told of those who were murdered, but one that I find particularly intriguing is that of Liviu Librescu.  He survived the holocaust.  I don’t know how you do that.  For as long as I have been teaching in this area, I never cease to be amazed at how these survivors rebuild their lives.  I think I would be horribly bitter, resentful….make the list.  And yet from our own Barbara Fasko here in our Family to Liviu, these survivors are unbelievable.  In the midst of that carnage in Blacksburg, he literally blocked the door to the killer with his own body, saving so many students.  You talk about the power of God at work.  It is literally undefinable.  People change and people grow and it is there that our lessons take us today.  

Every parish has moments that define its life and its ministry and we are no exception.  There is much in our 110 years together that has molded and shaped us, with one of the most significant events being 9/11.  We lost loved ones in Manhattan; and hundreds of lives in this Family were forever changed.  Literally within hours of the attack, this Ministry Center became a center for hope and a place for healing.  In liturgies that reminded us of God’s care in the worst of times; in resources and crisis teams that gathered groups and individuals; God’s hope and healing were shared.


Pastor and I have talked…we saw so many people change because of that event.  For many it became a time of soul searching; of life evaluation; of forming new bonds; of setting new directions.  What a gift and a blessing.  But if some grew in those moments, others went deeper into their self centered selfishness and greed.  And that’s sad.


People do change, for better and for worse as they face the major moments and the daily events of life.


That is the message that is the constant in our lessons today.  Our first lesson tells the story of St. Paul.  He was the worst persecutor of the new church.  He was there when the first martyr, St. Stephen was stoned to death.  That’s not a cute Bible story…it’s a horrible nightmare.   And then he had that encounter with the Holy Spirit…God touched his heart and he was forever changed.  The writer of Acts tells us, “…he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’”  That’s a change.  Almost an unbelievable change.


Ditto the Gospel.  Dear Peter will forever be remembered for those hours before the crucifixion when he denied Jesus three times.  And in today’s Gospel, this post resurrection appearance, three times he claims the ministry of Christ, even as his own crucifixion is laid out.  He’s changed and he’s ready to go.


And what has changed Paul and what has changed Peter, is the hope, the power, the promise of the resurrection.  There is life with Christ.  That is the message we shared in this darkened, overflowing sanctuary 6 years ago on that first 9/11.  It is the message that was shared in the dark night of Blacksburg on Monday.  It is the message that was shared at countless gravesides  in our Family during this Lenten season.  It is the message that is shared in the midst of all of our joys and all of our sorrows; midst our confidence and our fears.  Very simply put, because of Easter, we are a people of hope.  Make no mistake, the world hasn’t changed…but God’s people have.  Thank God for Easter!
