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Sixth Sunday of Easter
The story is told of a pastor who invited the children to come up for the children’s sermon.

After they had seated themselves on the front steps, he announced that he was going to talk about frogs.  He asked the group, “when I say ‘frog’ what’s the first thing that comes to mind?”

Promptly, a child answered, “God.”  Surprised, the pastor asked with obvious puzzlement; “

Why do you think about God when I say ‘frog’?”

The child replied, “because I know you didn’t bring us down here to talk about frogs!”

It might seem an obvious point but talking about God is expected when you come to church.

However, in our first scripture reading, Paul talks about God in a less traditional setting.

In the legendary court of the Areopagus – a very public place, indeed – Paul preaches.

He invites his Athenian hearers to literally “think outside the box” when it comes to God.

Paul invites the crowd to think of God as being bigger than any one place.

In fact, he went one step further; 

“The God who made the world and everything in it… 

does not live in shrines made by human hands”

For Paul, God could not be found in a box or a building, made or controlled by human hands.

Instead of being located in idols made of gold, silver, or stone… 

God is to be found at work in this world, giving life and breath to all living creatures.

What’s more, God is to be found at work among all people… 

All people are restless and search (GROPE) for the same God who is near.

As Paul addresses the religious people of Athens, 

He invites us to rethink our understanding, our theology, of God and ‘God-place’.

Is God only to be found within these walls, within this “God-place” that we gather each week?

Is God only to be found when we address him in religious language that is familiar to us?

Is God only to be found among baptized Christians who gather to worship in a Christian way?

Are we the only ones who can access, encounter, experience the presence of God?

Is the Church, the only place where we can do that?

If Paul thought the answer to any of these questions was ‘yes’,

Then I doubt that he would have wasted his time standing in front of the Aeropagus.

As much as this Sanctuary, this “God-place” means to us… 

As many times as we have encountered the living God here in Word and Sacrament.
If we think that this building is the only place where God can be found,

Then our understanding of God is too small; 
our understanding of how God acts is too limited.

And our response to God and God’s world will be too restricted.
According to Paul, God is to be found in the whole of life, in all the world, among all people.

Not just Christian sanctuaries during one hour a week.

The God who raised Jesus Christ from the dead, is constantly at work in this world;

God is constantly working in strange and wonderful ways to bring about life to all people.

So what does that mean for us, who gather in this place as God’s Church?

If God can be found everywhere, should we stop coming here?

Couldn’t we encounter God just as easy if we stayed home with our Sunday paper and coffee?

Well…. Yes… and No.

“Yes”, we could and do encounter God in our homes;

In fact, our homes are a good place for us to experience the presence of God.

I am reminded of the framed saying I’ve seen hanging in some homes:

“In this home, God is the silent partner to every conversation and the unseen guest at every table.”
As we live out our relationships of parent, child, brother/sister, aunt/uncle, neighbor…

It is important to remember that we do so in the presence of God.

Since God is near to us, and to all people, indeed, we are able to encounter God in our homes!
BUT we should not stop just there… 
Paul would have us to look for the presence of God in our work, in our towns and boroughs, in our school system, in our political process and government, in the international community…
And in every public – every “Aeropagus-type” place in our lives.

Paul would have us search for the presence of God as we work, play, interact with others.

For the God who raised Jesus from the dead, no place is off limits.

Back to staying home on Sunday mornings with our paper and coffee…

Whereas we could encounter God if we stayed at home in our bathrobe,
Chances are that we wouldn’t know where to look.

We’d be as lost as those Paul addressed in the Areopagus, with statues & idols to unknown gods.

When we gather as Church – we hear God’s Word and we share in God’s Meal…

We are reminded that God made us and all people in God’s image.
We are reminded that Christ comes to us, not because we are worthy, but out of his love for us.

We are joined – by the power of God’s Spirit – to a community that has a responsibility to care.

When we gather as Church we are reminded that not only is God is near in our world and our lives.

But God is able to transform our lives with all of its warts, imperfections, and death.

Because it is all too easy to forget, to get side-tracked, to get overwhelmed… 

By our health, our families, our jobs, our anxiety, our desires, and a thousand other worries…
God has given us the gift of the Church: 
So that in this “God-place” we might be renewed, challenged, and transformed in our living in every “God-place” in our lives.
The challenge that St. Paul raises for us today is simple:

To be able to recognize the face of Christ in all the “God places” we travel in our lives.

To be able to see the face of Christ, in our joys and triumphs, in our grief and failures…

To be able to see the face of Christ, in friends, family, enemies, and strangers.

To be able to see AND THEN respond to them with the very love and care of Christ.
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