Sixth Sunday after Epiphany



“COME TO PHARAOH”


As I noted in your Family Notes, this is an historic day for us.  For the first time in almost 12 years, we are without two called Pastors.  (And thankful that our good friend Pastor Kriesat is with us and will be with us to assist in our worship life).  We’ve been blessed, as 19 of the last 20 years we have had two Pastors, first Pastor Mike for 7 years and then Pastor Walt for 12.  And so, this is a learning moment for us.  About the breadth of Christ’s Church.  


This Family of Faith has a wonderful understanding of what it means to be the Church.  We have dear Mission Partners in Africa and Appalachia, and now in the Portuguese community in the Ironbound of Newark.  We feed the hungry at the Soup Kitchen in Newark; we house the homeless, here in New Providence; and we care for the sick, those with HIV/AIDS at Broadway House.  We pace the entire Synod and lead most of the ELCA with our Mission Support.   And so it could well be argued, we understand what the Church is.  And yet Pastor’s call to Burnsville was a rude awakening for a lot of folks.  Because we think of the Church as being here.  And then he up and talks about God’s call to share the Gospel in another place.


We have good lessons today for this special Sunday.  Our first lesson talks about Naaman who thought he understood how God works.  He had it all worked out.  And when the prophet invites him to think outside the box, he almost walks away from the healing that could be his.  And then his servants tell him, “Just try what God wants.”  And he’s healed.  God’s gift comes in a strange way, encouraged by a strange person.  (Good lesson for us who think we understand how this faith thing works).  God is filled with surprises, from surprising people.

Our second lesson reminds us of our need to stay focused on our call to share the Gospel with others.  And our Gospel today? It tells us about the unbounded joy that comes when people are touched by the love of God.


Two weeks ago, we hosted a luncheon here for the interfaith clergy, the group that Pastor was instrumental in gathering and nurturing.  What a grand day.  We had an assortment of Christians; two rabbis, a Sikh, and a Muslim.  (Talk about fun…as we tried to coordinate a menu for all the religious diets, we wound up with a wonderful kosher buffet from Jerusalem West in Livingston).   It was a great day, as folks shared their thanks for the unbelievable blessing Pastor was in our lives.  And midst it all, our dear friend and partner, Rabbi Friedman from the Summit Jewish Community Center, offered a theological reflection.  He said that in the Torah, where there is a verse that is usually translated as God telling Moses to “go to Pharaoh,” it should more properly be translated as God saying, “come to Pharaoh.”  And his point was, God doesn’t send Moses saying “Go see Pharaoh over there.”  Rather, God says, “Come and see Pharaoh, I’m over here too.”  Thank God, for God is every where we go.  Even Burnsville.


And that message is good news for us.  I’m looking around and we have folks this morning struggling with their jobs, or lack there of.  We have folks wishing that their medical diagnosis was a bad dream they could wake up from.  We have people worried about their parents and parents worried about their children.  And folks who are just plain struggling in their relationships.  And the Gospel message this morning is, God is with you.  Every step of the way.  Providing gifts and hope in often surprising ways, through surprising people.  Today is a day to celebrate that presence and those gifts.  Whereever. 
