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Second Sunday of Advent
The grand philosopher Groucho Marx once said, 

“Shake, shake the Ketchup Bottle…none will come and then a lot’ll!” 
Isn’t it the truth?
Ketchup seems to clog in the bottle, until you shake it loose, and then watch out!

For me, this funny little illustration raises an Advent question for us…
What clogs us up as a people of God?  

What prevents the gospel of Jesus Christ from flowing freely through each of us? 

Each of us can make our own little lists of clogging agents… I know I have my own.
We are bottled up by our sinfulness, our insatiable self-interest and greed.

Fear prevents us from extending ourselves to others, especially those who are different from us.

Prejudice and ignorance also have a role in preventing the gospel from freely flowing.

‘Clogged up’ we can lack vision as God’s people, which has a negative effect on God’s Church.
You see, without vision in the Church there is a resistance to change… to repent… to reform.

Complacency, staleness, inability to give a witness, and ultimately death are not far behind.

And so God’s Spirit is constantly seeking to give renewed vision to God’s people…

Ever active, God’s Spirit seeks to shake things up so that the love of God might flow outward.

God’s Spirit sought to shake things up as it spoke through the prophet Isaiah.

Wolves lying down with lambs… children leading lions and playing over snake holes…
God’s holy mountain of Jerusalem at peace;

Imagine… no more fighting between Jews, Muslims, and Christians for holy land.
What a wild, impossible vision; as crazy as the sight of a Menorah on the front lawn of a church!

Images that shake things up by boldly looking into the future, trying to see it through God’s eyes. 

The season of Advent seeks to do just that…
To envision a world not as it currently is but to see a world as it could be and will be.
When our clogs will be things of the past and God’s love will flow freely unstopped through us.

Advent looks into the future and anticipates the love of a Christ child bringing folks together…

But Advent does more than look… 

Inspired by the words of John the Baptist, Advent invites us to make changes in our lives 

SO THAT God’s future (God’s Kingdom) might be brought closer on our watch.

Bringing God’s future into our own involves taking concrete steps, sometimes even risks.
To not only think “outside the box”, but also act and live ‘outside the box of this sanctuary’.

To act in new ways… and in so doing to allow God’s love so freely given to freely flow.

If you joined us on Thursday night for the lighting of the third candle of the Menorah, 

You know how special and joyous that event truly was. 

My friend and brother, Rabbi Friedman said to the 200 people who gathered….

That he had to rub his eyes to make sure that he wasn’t dreaming… a menorah on a church lawn!

How far things had gone in just a year… 

Instead of a dream, a year ago it was a nightmare at that pain filled town council meeting…

How painful it was to hear Jew neighbors share how Anti-Semitism is alive in our town.
It was a wake up call for clergy and others to come together and work together.

God’s Spirit, ever hard at work, was shaking things up and allowing for new beginnings…

What joy followed as new relationships formed and religious leaders studied scripture together.
How wonderful it was to gather together to worship God with thanksgiving!
How great it was for the Diversity Task Force to gather and hear voices that have been silenced;
Greater still for them to provide recommendations for holiday celebrations that include all...

Now there are those who say that all of this is nothing more than being “politically correct.”

Such comments are not unlike those of the Pharisees/Sadducees who criticized John the Baptist.
Change is something that some folks will always find threatening, 
especially those who benefit from the current clogs in the system.
But change/repentance inspired by God’s vision is necessary to help bring about God’s future.
When Bishop Riley found out that Faith had put a Menorah up on its lawn, he emailed us.

The Bishop writes, “I am proud to be a ministry partner with a parish that would take such a bold step in proclaiming its kinship with people of the Jewish faith.  Our Synod mantra for the last several years has been “Grow the Church, Raise Up Leaders, Build Peace.”  Peace is about bringing healing and wholeness.  It seems to me that the placement of the Menorah on the Faith property gives a visible sign to the peace work in which you have been engaged.  Remembering that the Christ event we proclaim is rooted in a specific history that is shared by a chosen people seems very appropriate to me in this Advent season.”
Instead of trying to be ‘politically correct’, Pastor and I seek to be ‘theologically correct’…

Along with our clergy colleagues, we seek to be guided by God’s vision to make changes…

Guided by God’s vision that all people have been created by God we seek greater understanding.

Guided by God’s vision of grace we seek more love to be shown to one another.

Guided by God’s vision of peace we seek to bring all people together.

Prepare the way of the Lord, who will be eating with tax collectors, whores, and sinners,

Prepare the way of the Lord, who will be healing the sick and providing new understanding

Prepare the way of the Lord, who will be restoring to community those who are left out.
Prepare and give thanks for the work of God’s Spirit among us that ever shakes us up…
So that the abundant love of Christ might abundantly flow through us.
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