Second Sunday of Lent 2007



OF FOXES AND HENS

There is wonderful imagery in our lessons this morning that help us explore our faith and I want to walk through them sequentially.

Our first lesson continues the story of Abraham and Sarah.  Remember them?  God comes to them and makes outlandish promises. And so they pick up and move, hundreds of miles.  And then today’s lesson picks up with this wonderful conversation between God and Abraham.  Where Abraham is pointing out, he still doesn’t have any kids; and he still doesn’t have any land.  And the message from God out of this passage:  In good time.  In good time.


In our second lesson, Paul talks about a duality in the church at Philippi-a separation that continues to this day.   He says among you, among you there in the church,  there are people who are enemies of the cross.  Always with their own agenda.  Always filling their own needs.  Paul says, they aren’t going anywhere.  God wants more.  He wants his children to literally pattern themselves after Christ and his body.  And what happened to that body…it was nailed to a cross…for the sake of the world.


And that takes us to our Gospel with wonderful imagery.  The fox and the hen.  There’s a story that goes around about these two critters.  Same story with the lion and the lamb basically.  Seems the hen is in the pen with the fox and petrified.  And then the fox lies down and crosses its paws and shuts its eyes.  And the hen is dumbfounded.  She finally relaxes and turns to another hen and says, “We’re OK, he’s saying his prayers.”  To which the other hen responds, “He’s saying grace.”


You’ve got a fox and a hen.  Who comes out on top in this encounter?  The fox.  And what does a hen do with her chicks.  Puts them literally under herself and it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know that the chicken has precious little to fight with.  The mother hen literally sacrifices herself for her flock.


The majority of Luke’s Gospel is about Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem.  And his death.  Today’s Gospel makes it plain that he is going to be sacrificed as he covers us.  And all the while we’re wondering what God has done for us lately.  We’re filling our needs and our agendas.  And all the while, Christ is giving us a sign of what our ministry should be.


Too many in our world are too busy taking.  Too many in our world are too busy filling their own needs.  While people are dying.  And starving.  And fighting.  And suffering.  Maybe its time for the church to come out of its shell to shelter the world’s chicks.    
