REFORMATION 2009


“BEGINNING WITH GRACE”

As many of you know, Carol and I were in Europe for several weeks in the Spring of 2008 as I was doing a special Holocaust study with Cor Suijk, a holocaust survivor, a member of the Dutch underground who wound up in the camps when he was caught helping the Jews.  And as we did that big loop around Europe, we spent a few days in Salzburg, that beautiful, almost magical Austrian city, Mozart’s birthplace.  We were there because there were so many historical sites close by:  the camps, Hitler’s Alpine retreat and the City itself, which underwent such horrible occupation during the war.  That said, you ask many Americans what they think about when they hear “Salzburg,” and they will tell you, “The Sound of Music.”  Funny thing is…the Austrians are most appreciative of the tourist bump that the musical brings…but it was never as popular there.  And sometime, we’ll talk more about the “real” “Sound of Music” story.


The “Sound of Music” is special for Carol and for me.  It came out in late 1965 and a week after we got back from our honeymoon, we went to see this wonderful story.  One of the songs early in the movie, is Maria, Julie Andrews teaching the children to sing.  And there’s this whole dialogue that introduces that song.  “Where will we start?”  And Maria’s answer is simple, “We’ll start at the very beginning.”  And then she teaches them the basics, do-re-mi.  And then she weaves those notes together into a beautiful song and a melody that flows through the picture.  It makes sense, when you’re ready to start, you start at the very beginning.

And so too with our faith.  We start at the very beginning.  At Easter and God’s resurrection gift.  At this font which proclaims that gift and God’s love for each of us in our baptisms.  This font from which you hear the absolution, the forgiveness of your sins each week.  This font that is filled with God’s grace.  Like Luther 500 years ago, we learn we don’t have to work out our salvation.  It is a gift from God.  And so this font is where our faith needs to begin.  And yet for too many people, it sadly begins not with God, but with themselves.


Too many folks start their faith journey talking about what they want.  Too many folks start their faith journey trying to assure their comfort and convenience.  Too many folks don’t start at the beginning…but off on some side detour in a distorted view of who God is, what the Church is about and what Christ calls us to do.

And that’s why this Reformation Festival is such a wonderful gift.  It is a reminder that God is constantly renewing the Church, the Body of Christ.  It is a reminder that we begin, live and die with grace.  That wonderful gift of God which frees us from thinking it all depends on us.  That wonderful gift of God that frees us from our guilt, from our past and from all the garbage that fills our lives.  This is the freedom Jesus is

And that’s the wonderful thing about grace.  When you truly understand this is a gift from God, it can’t help but change how you see the Church.  How you see other people.  How you order your priorities.  How you live your life.  Grace frees us from pride.  Grace frees us from guilt.  Grace empowers us to live as God’s new people.  That gift “reforms us.”  It reforms the church.  It’s absolutely amazing.
