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Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
A big burly man visited the home of a woman who was known for her charity.
“Madam,” he said in a broken voice,

“I wish to draw your attention to the terrible plight of a poor family in town.

The father is dead, the mother is too ill to work, and nine children are starving.

They are about to be turned out into the cold, empty streets 

unless someone pays their rent, which amounts to $400.”

“How terrible!” exclaimed the woman.

“Sir, may I ask who you are?”

The sympathetic visitor applied his handkerchief to his eyes…

Sobbing, he said, “I’m the landlord!”

God needs more than our sympathy…

In a world that is all too keen in taking care of itself…

God needs more than our good thoughts… God needs our help.

God invites us to be active in our love, tangible in our care, generous with our response…

And yet all too often, God’s invitations are left for somebody else to deal with…

You see we have other agendas…

Agendas that conveniently deal only with our own family,

our own friends, our own wants and desires…

No matter how sympathetic we might be…

No matter how good our intentions…

All too often, we follow our own paths and leave God’s invitation out in the cold
Lord knows we can come up with the excuses that try to explain away our unfaithfulness…

We are busy… perhaps overwhelmed with too many choices, too many options…

Not enough time and resources to do it all…

…So we buy into a philosophy that says everyone should care of themselves. 

Only trouble, as we take care of ourselves, and try to follow our own compasses, 

We find ourselves lost and wandering.
Left up to us, life itself seems empty and cold.
Instead of the footsteps of Jesus we walk in the shoes of James and John.
In our gospel, James and John certainly have their own agenda 

An agenda that takes them away from Jesus’ invitation… 

They were so preoccupied with their own greatness

they couldn’t focus on being the servants God wanted them to be.

Although they get a bad rap in this gospel, 

my guess is that  James and John weren’t bad people…   

Their desire to be number one can be understood..

They wanted to be somebody important.

They wanted to be great… to make their life worth the living…

Not a bad wish…  but you can’t find true meaning in life when you are lost in yourself. 

If there is any invitation in the gospel that could add greatness to our lives...

It is the invitation to be servants…

…for it is the invitation to be the people God created us to be.
In God’s infinite wisdom, 
God created a world in which the creatures are of great importance.

God needs the help of willing servants…

Who willingly give away more than they keep,

Who graciously care more than they are cared for,

Who generously love more than they think is possible.

A careful reading of the scripture, show that such actions – such help is critical
Critical to bringing God’s kingdom closer in this place and time…

Critical to providing meaning and greatness to our lives here and now…
Is it any wonder that when we help out at the soup kitchen, or spend a day at Habitat, 

or volunteer at a rescue squad or firehouse, or read to a child’s class at school,

Is it any wonder that when we walk with others from our community in the crop walk, 
or gather to pack food, 

or offer to drive those who can’t get behind a wheel to the store or doctor’s office…

Is it any wonder that when we give of ourselves, we find satisfaction? 

When we serve, when we give, when we help… we are responding to God’s lead in our lives…

We are claiming the grace, forgiveness, hope that God has already given;
We claim the very gifts that are able to transform our lives.

When we serve – no matter if we are in the first, second, third, fifth, or eight decade of our lives

We are able to find the meaning and greatness God desires for us.

You see, Brothers and sisters in Christ,

God wants more for our lives…

God wants more from our lives…

God wants us to respond to moves Jesus has made…

God needs our help.

