24th  Sunday after Pentecost 2006
“PROVOKING ONE ANOTHER”


It is one of the gifts of the liturgical church that we have the Church year, which literally walks us through our salvation history; God’s interaction with his people.  And now, we’re in the last two weeks of the Church year and our lessons come to remind us of the finiteness of our world and our lives; they come to remind us of God’s victory and God’s care.


And so let me ask you a question.  What would change in your life if you knew you had one year left?  I guess we have all sorts of options.  I’ve seen people respond to this reality.  Some gorge themselves with all sorts of stuff.  All sorts.  And I’ve seen others fill each day with opportunities to love and care for those around them.  They savor God’s gifts.  They treasure God’s moments.


Our second lesson today is again from Hebrews.  Not an easy book-it has a lot of cultural items that are beyond our understanding today.  Language gets hard too.  But having said that, today’s lesson shares some very practical advice for our “last days.”  text  10:22-25.


Great advice.  And a tricky word.  “Provoke one another...”   What do you think of when you hear that word?  I always picture a football game.  Did you ever see a guy taking all the cheap shots and getting away with it.  And then someone reacts and gets a flag.  That’s provoking.  I know Carol’s always telling me about life in the first grade.  One kid’s always “provoking” another.  It has a negative connotation doesn’t it?  And whether we’re in first grade or 80 years old, too often we spend our lives provoking other people, usually for all the wrong reasons.  And so what a refreshing image Hebrews presents, to “provoke one another to love and good deeds...”  I don’t need someone to provoke me to do the wrong things in life.  I figure that out on my own.  But I constantly need someone to challenge me; to provoke me to do the right things.

Every day of our lives, we have choices.  Every day we witness to our faith.  Sometimes faithfully, sometimes horribly.  There is a simple message for us today, that Christ repeats again and again.  None of us knows how much time we have.  All of us are invited to use each day for all the best reasons.  To make all the loving choices.  To begin and end each day knowing that God is our constant companion and help.  And to understand what we do, can forever change this world.  Just like that resurrection on Easter morning.
