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Second Sunday of Easter
A cartoon was cut out of the Sunday paper and given to me last week...

In For Better or Worse, a little boy is shown worshipping with his family on Easter.

“Is church open every Sunday, Mom?”  the boy asks;  “Yes, Michael,” his mother replies.

“Then how come we only come twice a year?”

Even though the cover of your bulletin says today is the Second Sunday of Easter, 

Welcome to the Sunday “After” Easter!

With almost 600 people in worship last week, it seems like a few are ‘holding back’ this morning.

Holding back their bodies & voices… Holding back praise & thanksgiving to our Risen Christ…
Lest we become ‘self-righteous’ because we ‘showed up’ this morning…

How many of us took advantage of the many opportunities we were given this past week

To share the Easter message of new life with lives that are still hung up on Good Friday?

How many times did we reach out to those who were hurting? Did we even notice?
How many phone calls did we make to those who are having a ‘rough time of it’?

How many smiles did we share in the supermarket? 
How patient were we on the highways as we traveled at high rates of speed? 
How much did we set aside from our blessings to provide for those who are hungry?

How much forgiveness and love did we spread around the block?

How much of an Easter life did we lead?
If your week was like my own, 
my guess is that you too held back in applying the Easter message.

Truth is – our Lutheran theology clearly teaches – that we hold back all the time.
God has given us blessings, forgiveness, love, and Christ’s presence…true gifts of Easter.
God invites us to share, give, pray, be compassionate, reach out, to have hope…

And we hold back, leaving God’s invitation unanswered, & God’s Easter gifts remain unopened.

Like eggs hiding behind the sofa that everybody stopped looking for!
That is why we begin, in good Lutheran fashion, each of our worship services with confession.

A clear recognition that we have sinned, every last one of us…

We confess that we hold back on sharing Easter joy; 

We confess that we are not unlike the disciples who hid behind locked doors.

On the very night of Easter, just hours after hearing from the women that Jesus was raised…

The disciples, who had witnessed miracles upon miracles, held back.

In a very physical way, they held back by locking the doors of the room.

In so doing, they separated themselves from everyone else, 

They held back the message of Easter from being heard, shared, or making a difference…

Holding back/Locking doors/Separating people –still happens today.

In our world, in this community, doors continue to be locked; people continue to be separated…

The message of Easter is tainted by our own fears, prejudices, greed, selfishness, and biases.

Just like the disciples did, we too lock doors and put others on the outside…

We lock doors every time we put one of God’s children into opposing categories…

Rich / Poor;  Conservative/Liberal; Gay/Straight; Educated/Illiterate; Pro Life/ Pro Choice; Citizen/ Illegal Immigrant; Black/White…

We lock doors all the time, slamming doors in the faces of those who are opposite us.

Why do we do this?

My guess is that part of the reason we do this is that we are afraid…

Into the fears of the disciples who gathered behind their locked doors, the Risen Christ entered.

The Risen Jesus entered into that frightened room in Jerusalem and brought a word of peace.

Peace – I am with you.  
You see, God did not leave them alone in their fear.

Instead, God gave them – breathed on them – the Spirit of the Risen Christ.

The Holy Spirit gave them the courage to eventually unlock their doors;

The Holy Spirit gave them the vision necessary to open doors which separated them from the outside world.

Empowered by the Spirit, the disciples learned how to let go of holding back and share Easter…

As we gather here this morning, with our own fears, 

On many different sides, in many different categories,

Let us be reminded that Easter continues… 

Back to the bulletin you received as you entered this sanctuary…

This is the Second Sunday OF Easter,
Easter is not a one Sunday event which we celebrate once a year and then move on…

Easter is a new reality, a new invitation, a new way for each of us to live our lives…

Empowered by God’s Spirit, which we find here this morning in Word and Sacrament,

We are invited to move beyond our fears, beyond those things that hold us back…

To claim as our primary identity – 
not Rich / Poor;  Conservative/Liberal; Gay/Straight; Educated/Illiterate; Pro Life/ Pro Choice; Citizen/ Illegal Immigrant; Black/White…

None of these categories ought to be the primary ones in which Christians find their identity.
Because of what happened in that empty tomb, frightened room, Easter is our primary identity!
So let us claim Easter… let us live hope-filled lives, inspired and informed by Easter.

When we do that, when we truly do that, there will be no holding back.

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia! 
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