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SO WHO DO YOU TRUST?
Some weeks, the sermons get real easy.  Like this week; with wonderful lessons at a very special time in our Family of Faith.  Remember that name as we look at our lessons.

Our first lesson is the foundational story of Abram and Sarah.  They’re settled into their own little world and God comes and makes a promise so ridiculous, that we are told a little later on that Sarah laughed.  But God said, you need to move, and they did.  In blind trust and simple faith, they accepted the invitation of God and in that moment, their relationship was forever changed.

When Paul writes to Rome about God’s grace in our second lesson he tells them the story of Abraham.  How he trusted.  How God delivered.  Not in any logical way; but rather in an unbelievable way.

And that’s the struggle Nicodemus had in the Gospel.  Trying to figure the system out.  Jesus says, “It’s like your birth; you didn’t make that decision, you don’t make this one.”  It  is  a gift of God.  God simply offers his love.  And invites our trust.  


Which brings me to two stories.


First, this week I was up at the College of  Saint Elizabeth’s for my annual lectures.  My 27th year.  And when I was there, in the discussion that followed one of the classes, one of  the students asked, “What do you have to do to achieve salvation?”  My response was simple:  “Trust God-have faith.”  She was a bit like Nicodemus, she pushed, she prodded, she wanted some something to do.  “Just trust God” I told her.

Second, for those of you who have joined our Family in the last few years, there is a wonderful part of our history that I never tire of telling.  Fifty years ago Summit had two Lutheran churches, German St. John’s and the Swedish First church.  And after a lot of prayer and soul searching, the folks from First Lutheran decided to move to New Providence.  150 people tops (100 of whom were active the records tell us), with a third of them being children.  And when the decision was made to move, a huge hunk of the congregation indicated they weren’t coming.  It was familiar in Summit.  It was comfortable in Summit.  (Lord, what if Abraham had those excuses).  And so with a bunch of people grumbling behind, a church was planted here 50 years ago this April.  They didn’t have the people.  They didn’t have the money.  But they really believed God wanted them here.  And you know the first thing they did?  They changed the name of the congregation from “First Lutheran” to “Faith Lutheran.”  You know the old expression, “What’s in a name?”  Absolutely everything!


The Scripture writers today tell us, “just trust God.”  We kick and scream like Nicodemus and want to make it more complicated than it is.  “Just trust me” God says.  And time and again we’ve discovered God not only provides the vision for our ministry, he provides the resources to make it happen.  It is no coincidence that this Family of Faith gives a quarter of a million dollars away each year, and yet we always have sufficiency for the Gospel proclamation here and around the world.


We’re soon to be faced with one of those faith moments again.  As we continue to  struggle with questions about our Ministry Center here.  With the hoped for development of our Continuing Care Retirement Community on the Mountain Avenue Corridor, we will face major decisions about preparing for ministry for the rest of this century.   And as we move into that decision making process, we do so without all the answers, but with a clear sense that God will guide us. 


It is about understanding that our baptisms have changed everything for us.  That is a gift that enables us to trust the God of Abraham and Sarah, the God who hangs on a cross and who bursts a tomb filled with resurrection hope.  More than a slogan, today is about a faith statement.  In God we trust.  It’s that simple.  
