LENT I 2008


 WHAT DO YOU MEAN........?

It is a crazy world and we’ll be in the midst of it for 9 more months.  It is the world of presidential politics and as I listen to candidates in both parties, I am constantly amazed at the double talk that is such a natural part of their lives.  They are asked a question and they go on and on and on in response and afterwards I think, they haven’t responded at all to what was asked of them.  They twist, they turn, they do everything but give a straight answer.


If you ever had a teenager, you know exactly what I’m talking about.  If you’ve ever been a teenager, you know exactly what I’m talking about. Time and again parents come in for counseling and they’re incredulous that their kids take them on a language journey whenever they get into it. “Did you have a party while we were gone?”  “No.”  Then you find out folks were there and when you point that out, the response is direct, “It wasn’t really a party, it was a small gathering of friends.”  Teenagers and politicians didn’t invent new language skills, they just perfected them.  And as offensive as that is to every one of us, it should look familiar.  Because we all use language to rationalize, to justify our sinful behavior.

Did you hear the prophets we’ve reading the last few weeks?  They call us to justice, to community, to care for those who have no one to speak for them.  And us?


“I’m not prejudiced, but I know those people wouldn’t fit in and be comfortable.”
  “I’m not selfish, but I’ve earned what I’ve got, let those people take care of themselves.  If they work hard enough, they too can have a decent diet, shelter, education and health care.”
“I’m a Christian.  I just don’t have time right now for study, for prayer, for service, to make a commitment.”  And here’s where you get to fill in the blank.  Because I’m:  a student, a newlywed, I’ve got a baby, a big career move, kids in college, got to save for retirement.  Pick the right answer and you can coast all the way through life.
There is a wonderful contrast between our first lesson and our Gospel today, that is bridged by Paul’s letter to Rome.  In essence, here is the summary:
Genesis 3 is about our sin.  Matthew 4 is about Christ’s faithfulness.  And all of life is a choice between those two poles.  And constantly we are like Adam and Eve in the Garden and any number of other people, trying to talk our way out of trouble.  God calls us to faithfulness, and to servanthood; and daily we ask, “Exactly what do you mean by that?”  And that’s why we have Matthew 4, our Gospel for today.  God calls us to commitment.  God calls us to faithfulness.  God calls us to discipleship.

And in our sinfulness, we again ask, “Exactly what do you mean by that?”  And as we try and figure, how do we get around this one, Christ answers with a cross.  There is no way to appreciate the joy, and the hope and the promise of Easter, without understanding the sin and the sacrifice of Good Friday.  Share the Lenten journey, so that you can really appreciate and celebrate God’s Easter hope and life.    

