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20th Sunday After Pentecost
An aspiring politician gave his best shot at a campaign speech.  
He felt that it was a stirring, fact-filled speech.
Then the candidate looked out on his audience and asked, “Are there any questions?”   

Someone in the back row called out, “who else is running?”

With just weeks before we cast our ballots for our next President, we might ask same thing. 

In the midst of a major economic crises, with wars raging and threat of terror still lingering,

With environmental and energy concerns pressing…

As a nation founded on principles of democracy, we are being faced with a colossal decision…
Through our vote, who will we give the authority to lead our nation?

With whom will we entrust our collective lives and our joint future?
On Election Day, each citizen will each need to answer that difficult question for themselves.

It is my prayer that in addition to whatever else we bring with us into the polling place…

When we enter that voting machine, we will bring our faith with us. 

That we might be loyal to basic scriptural values of justice and peace for all God’s children. 
Deciding which leader to support is certainly a difficult responsibility…

But there is an even more important decision for us as a church to make this morning…

Whose authority is going to ultimately guide our daily living?
It is a spiritual question – to be sure – that transcends all aspects of life.
How we answer the question of authority will affect our relationships with others, 

with family and friends, acquaintances and strangers alike.
It will affect our lifestyles: how and where we spend our precious time and hard earned money. 

It will even affect our political leanings and choices…

As church and disciples of Jesus, whose authority, are we going to listen to today?

It was the question that stood at the heart of the conflict in this morning’s gospel.

Just before this morning’s reading, Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers in Temple.

As you might imagine, this didn’t make too many friends for Jesus among the Temple crowd…

Jesus’ upheaval, and his welcoming of the blind and lame afterwards, was perceived as a threat;
…A direct threat to the authority of those whose livelihood depended on the Temple.
More than just a religious place, the Temple had become a place of economic and political power.

‘Business as usual’ had turned away from the biblical values of welcoming outsiders & poor…

‘Temple Business’ had turned away from being a beacon of hope to all nations.

The authority of those in charge was squandered for personal benefit, to perpetuate an institution.

Threatened, the chief priests and the elders ask Jesus --- who do you think you are?

Where do you get the authority to teach about God’s love and care? To heal and forgive sins? 
To turn the tables upside down? Where do you get the authority to tell us about God’s will?

Now, Jesus’ authority wasn’t based on his advanced education, or his accumulated wealth…

It didn’t matter who his parents were or who his political buddies were either
.
Jesus’ power and authority came from none of the usual places… 

It came from, was centered in, and was informed by the Grace of God. 
Grounded in grace, Jesus’ teaching and healing…
sought to convey the message that God loved those whose lives were in turmoil.
Grounded in grace, Jesus’ eating habits – with tax collectors, prostitutes, and Pharisees alike…
 sought to paint a picture of God’s table which had room for all people.

Grounded in grace, Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple… 

sought to reclaim God’s house as a place where all had access through prayer and worship.

Jesus’ life and ministry illustrated the message – that with God it is never too late.

…Never too late for us to change our hearts and minds, to respond to the grace of God.

…Never too late for us to accept and trust in God’s authority over our lives, over Jesus’ church.

One Sunday morning the pastor encouraged his congregation to consider the potential of the church.  He told them, “With God’s help we can see the day when this church will go from crawling to walking.” And the people responded, “Let the church walk, pastor; let the church walk.”  He continued, “And when the church begins to walk, next the church can begin to run.”  And the people shouted, “Let the church run, pastor; let the church run!” The pastor continued, “And finally the church can move from running to flying.  Oh, the church can fly!  But of course it’s going to take a lot of money and commitment for that to happen!”  The congregation grew quiet, and from the back someone mumbled, “Let the church walk, pastor; let the church walk.”

As a church we need to ask ourselves… whose authority are we going to follow?

Will we let the interests of economics, politics, or status/privilege determine our life together?

Walking in fear, division, and uncertainty – perpetuating an institution for like-minded folks?

Or will we turn again to the God that we find full of grace and love?

Who are we going to follow?  Is our discipleship going to be informed by fear or hope?

We, who gather as disciples of Jesus around a table that not only feeds us but begs for us to feed, 
Are we going to horde our treasures or give generously?

Thanks to the grace of God – It is never too late for us to turn to God.
Never too late to stop walking with elders and chief priests, 
Never too late to be found flying with the Spirit.
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