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Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
It was over.
Though the sun was high in the sky, the work of the fishermen was over for another day.

After working through the night, it was time to wash the nets… clean up and go home.
Not much to show for all their effort.

It was a rough day at work…….. great was their frustration without much in way of return.

The fishing ‘experts’ had caught nothing, not a single anchovy for their hard work.

Now, that the Boats were all out of the water…it  was time for the commute home; 

with nothing to show for the day’s work – I’m sure they were just a little bit frazzled.

Ever have a day like that?

For the fishermen, it was over…

Well, not exactly….

Just when it seemed like the work was over for Peter, James, and John,

Along came a prophet preacher by the name of Jesus.

If you were in church last Sunday you might remember our gospel lesson…

Jesus was preaching in his hometown… and nearly lost his life as a result. 
His prophetic word was seen as a threat by the religious folks there.

If only he played to the hometown crowd – told they what they wanted to hear.

Instead, he challenged them – infuriated them – with the words of a prophet.

Central to Jesus’ message was a deep conviction, 

God cared deeply for those with whom no body else bothered.
God cared deeply for those for whom it seemed like life, itself was over.

The good news which Jesus announced was that there was a place in God’s kingdom for:


The poor, the outcast, the broken hearted, the captives.

What a powerful message of hope – that was found in the gospel, the good news, of Jesus Christ.

To quote the great philosopher Yogi Berra, “It ain’t over till its over!”

…and life is not over until God says that it’s over.

Whether we’re talking about 1st century Galilee or twenty first century New Providence… 

God has a plan for those who seem to be at their wits end… 

God has a plan for those who are hurting and consumed by a world of worries…

God has a plan for those who are pushed away, isolated by uncaring remarks and actions.

Through Jesus’ presence, life is able to be turned around... to start anew.
From the backwater town of Nazareth to the shores of Galilee…

The good news of Jesus cast out demons and healed the sick.

Those who were given up for loss – by their friends, family, selves most likely-

found new life in his name.

It ain’t over till its over… and God said it ain’t over.

Back to the fishermen…

Just when they all thought that the sermon was over…….

Jesus tells Peter to toss the net back in the water… a senseless, futile task to be sure.
The type of linen nets they were using, the late hour of the day – 

all good reasons why it was unreasonable to expect to catch anything.

From being skeptic Peter quickly becomes overwhelmed; the nets burst with abundance.     

Such is the power of God to do the impossible!

There is never a lost cause or person in the eyes of God… it ain’t over till God says it’s over.
Imagine, nets breaking with fish!  What an awesome event!

And it scares Peter to no end; “Go away from me Lord!  For I am a sinner!”

I am not worthy to be in your amazing presence.

The reaction of Peter is one that pastor and I continue to hear from folks.
As folks are struggling with the harder side of life, with their limitations and insecurities;
we will share God’s love and grace with them.

Though words of confession, they will try to explain to us why grace doesn’t apply to them.

Obviously God couldn’t still love me… on account of what I’ve done…it’s over.

If we are honest with ourselves… not a single one of us is worthy of God’s love.

Sinners we are all – that’s what makes grace such an awesome, abundant gift.

Jesus says to Peter, and to us…Don’t be afraid – take courage because I need you as a disciple.

You are loved by God… forgiven by God… called by God.
Instead of being over, life is just staring.

Disciples, there is much work to be done.

There continues to be much hurt and pain in this world in which we live.
Lives are torn apart by poverty, hunger, broken relationships, discrimination, bigotry…

Lives are suffering because of illness, depression, loneliness, insecurity, and fear…

In our town, people are pushed away from being able to fully participate in community…
…Excluded from the love and care of others because they are different.
Life lived apart – isolated – is less than what God intends for us.

We have been created to be with one another – to share joys and sorrows

How sad it is when people are barred from being a part of community.
Sadder still when they are pushed away from the church… 

…on account of their gender, race, disabilities, economics, nationality, or sexual orientation.

As Jesus came seeking disciples among ordinary fisher folks, at the end of a busy work day
So too does he come to us in the midst of our busy everyday lives and calls us to follow him.

Jesus seeks ordinary people to do the extra-ordinary:

To love, to accept, to embrace, to care, to forgive…
As the most recent round of letters-to-the-editor in the Independent Press indicates…

Great is the work to be done in our midst.

Great is the need for messages of grace to be proclaimed in every aspect of our lives.

Great is the need for the kind of acceptance and inclusion that forms genuine community.

Great is the need for the church to focus on the abundance of God rather than our own scarcity.
Great is the need for the church to take a stand against anything that dehumanizes people.
Jesus has come down to the lakeshore… are we ready to follow…………………

After all……..it ain’t over till it’s over and God says, it ain’t over!
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