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Third Sunday of Advent
If it looks like a duck, sounds like a duck, and walks like a duck, then…… 
A bill, webbed feet, a waddle and a quack are all important clues…

If it doesn’t look like, sound, and walk like a duck then who knows, you might a have platypus!

In our gospel for this morning, John the Baptist is about ready to “quack up”.

He has been jailed by the evil king Herod, and probably suspects that he won’t get out alive.

Worst still, John appears to have real doubts about whether God’s kingdom has come near.

With his life threatened, John wants to know if Jesus is in fact the one he for which he was waiting.

So John sends his friends to Jesus with a question – are you really the one?

True to Jesus’ character as a good teacher… he doesn’t give them a simple yes or no…

Instead of giving John’s disciples an answer, he helps them to uncover it for themselves.

Recalling the prophet Isaiah’s vision of God’s Kingdom… 
Jesus invites them to tell John what they have seen and heard…

As if to say, “if it looks like God’s kingdom, sounds like God’s kingdom,

and walks like God’s kingdom then it… must be God’s kingdom”

If the blind receive their sight, if the lame walk, if lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear…

If the dead are raised and the poor have good news spoken to them…

Then you can tell John to rest assured that God’s kingdom has come near.
John’s doubts and questions are good ones for us to consider as we edge closer to Christmas:

With all the commercials trying to get us to spend our money on ‘must haves’ in order to be happy;
With all the sad news about killings and shootings, now even in churches;
With unspoken news about children living in poverty despite their hardworking parent’s efforts;
With soldiers overseas away from families, fighting one of our nation’s longest wars;

With all the uneasiness of the economy, unsettled jobs and cut retirement benefits;
With all of that darkness it is easy to doubt whether all the talk about God’s kingdom…

Might just be that – talk, without any real basis in reality.

In the midst of doubts, fears, and uncertainty,

the season of Advent invites us to take a long, hard look.
To look, not for easy answers, but rather for clues that God’s kingdom has come near.

If it looks like God’s kingdom…
Two weeks ago, when we gathered for the lighting of the Menorah a special sight was seen.

We were surprised by the large number of people that came out; at least double what we thought.

Cars kept coming into the lot – Lee and Paul got out their flashlights and started directing traffic

In the cold winter night, folks started to gather on the lawn…

For safety, we announced twice for folks to come out of the driveway, closer to the Menorah. 

As they did, our spotlights were obstructed – it got darker.
Wasn’t sure how we were going to sing and follow along with the light out.

More and more people gathered closer and closer… and it got darker and darker.

Until Rabbi Friedman turned on the light… just four candles was all it took

When lights came on, it was a beautiful sight…

Not only could we see the song sheets but we could see each others’ smiling faces.

What joy, in particular, to see school classmates/friends – Christian and Jew – singing together.

If it looks like God’s kingdom and sounds like God’s kingdom…
From the songs at a Menorah lighting we move to the songs sung weekly as we worship.
Words of comfort and hope are boldly sung by folks of every age, background, and circumstance.

Music brings God’s people together and binds us together as we each add our voices.

What a joy to have Dr. Girvin accompany and so expertly lead this Family’s song!

What a wonderful job this past week as children’s choirs brought cheer to Runnells Nursing Home

This coming week, music will be shared at Broadway House, AIDS ministry…

Where perhaps the greatest music is shared on a regular basis when volunteers remember names

AIDs victims are treated with respect and called by name by our volunteers that walk the halls.

If it looks like God’s kingdom and sounds like God’s kingdom and walks like God’s kingdom...
From walking the halls at Broadway House we move to the many other paths servants travel.

The path from kitchen to serving line at the soup kitchen carrying plates of hot chili.

Or carting beds from the shed to set up living quarters for homeless in our SCS classrooms.

Or the regular trip to the pharmacy or food store to pick up greeting cards for the sick.

How about the walking of teens, up and down hills giving piggyback rides in Sunset Gap, Tn.

If it looks like God’s kingdom and sounds like God’s kingdom and walks like God’s Kingdom...

THEN….

In these and many other ways, God’s kingdom has come near to us.

A Kingdom of love and acceptance for others that is based on God’s love … 

A Kingdom that refuses to settle for things are; 
Instead it constantly seeks to transform life until it is lived according to God’s will.

Jesus constantly invites us to be part of his church that helps to make God’s kingdom a reality.
It can be hard work to be sure, which requires a firm commitment from the whole Family.

Thankfully we don’t have to do it alone.

God has promised to always be our Emmanuel… to be “God with us” 

And so we pray with Advent fervor… 
O Come O Come “God with us”

Use us – your church that you’ve gathered in this place – to bring your kingdom closer.
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